
 
 

  

 



 
 

 
 
 

The Halmos College of Arts and Sciences is pleased to host the 
 
 

4TH ANNUAL  

Peace & Conflict Studies Journal  

Conference 

 
To convene at: 

 
Alvin Sherman Library 

Cotilla Gallery, 2nd Floor 

3100 Ray Ferrero Jr. Blvd.  

Fort Lauderdale, Davie, FL 33314 

(954) 262-4600 

 

For more information about conference FAQs, travel information,  

and this year’s Keynote Speaker, visit PCSJ’s registration page: 

https://nsuworks.nova.edu/pcs_conference/ 

 

Visit our Twitter page @PCSatNSU and visit our hashtag #PCSJ2025! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Special Thanks to the Conference Planning 

Committee & Conference Volunteers 

 

Conference Planning Committee: 

Cheryl Lynn Duckworth, Ph.D., Convenor and PCSJ Editor-in-Chief  

Tiara Suzanne Paxton, PCSJ Production Editor  

Lindsay Schriftman, Graduate Assistant & DCRS Doctoral Candidate  
 

Conference Volunteers: 

Dr. Tanya Pawlowski, NSU Senior Director of Business Development  

& DCRS Alumna 

Sileta Bell, DCRS Doctoral Student 

Halmos College of Arts & Sciences undergraduate students:  

Danielle Contes, Olivia Donnellan, Mariana Herman Costa Araujo,  

Paula Recio Rey, Yola Menard St. Clair & Amber Paquette   

 

The Committee offers our sincere gratitude to Halmos College of Arts  

 & Sciences Directors for their continual support 

Dean Holly Lynn Baumgartner, HCAS  

Dr. Robin Cooper, HCAS Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives  

& Program Development 

Dr. Urszula Strawinska Zanko, HCAS Assistant Dean of Academic  

Innovation & Design 

Dr. Pushpa Iyer, Chair of the Department of Conflict Resolution Studies  

Ms. Nascene Grant, Halmos Academic Program Coordinator  

Ms. Lee Shazier, Halmos Program Manager  

 



PCSJ 2025 Conference Schedule 
 
 
 
 

 

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM   Registration, Check-In, & Breakfast  

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM  Welcome & Introductions  

Dean Holly Lynn Baumgartner, Halmos College of Arts  

& Sciences  

Dr. Pushpa Iyer, Department of Conflict Resolution  

Studies Chair 

Dr. Cheryl Lynn Duckworth, Peace & Conflict Studies  

  Journal Editor-in-Chief 

Zoom: 

https://nova.zoom.us/j/91821236624?pwd=VEaeH6QPBWjnKu

2jmSQbeSiWT6n7gm.1  

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM   Keynote:  Dr. Amr Abdalla 

       Professor Emeritus, University for Peace, Costa Rica 

Baker Institute Scholar-in-Residence at The 

Department of Peace & Conflict Studies of Juniata 

College 

10:30 AM – 10:45 AM  Coffee Break  

10:45  AM – 12:15 PM            Block A   

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM         Lunch:  Registered guests are invited for a catered lunch  

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM         Block B    

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM   Coffee Break   

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM   Block C   

5:00 PM  PCSJ Reception:  Registered guests are invited for  

heavy hors d’oeuvres & refreshment.  Virtual 

attendees may join us in a virtual reception  

 
Note: All times are Eastern Standard Time.  All activities will take place in the  

Cotilla Gallery except for the Breakout Rooms (Blocks A-F) 

 
                                  Thursday, Jan 16, 2025 

 



 
 

PCSJ 2025 Conference Schedule 
 
 
 
 

 

8:30 AM – 9:30 AM   Registration, Check-In, & Breakfast  

9:30 AM – 11:00 AM  Block D   

11:00 AM – 11:30 AM   Coffee Break 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM  Block E  

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM            Lunch:  Registered guests are invited for a catered lunch 

2:30 PM – 4:00 PM         Block F  

4:00 PM – 4:30 PM         Coffee Break   

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM  Workshop:  Publishing Success:  Insights and Strategies 

for Impact! (Cotilla Gallery) 

Dr. Pushpa Iyer, Department of Conflict Resolution  

Studies Chair 

Assistant Dean Robin Cooper, Halmos College of Arts & 

Sciences  

    Dr. Rich Rubenstein, George Mason University  

    Librarian Sarah Cisse, Alvin Sherman Library 

Zoom: 

https://nova.zoom.us/j/97434151950?pwd=rSHsrt1UpGuzU2KK

jZcrUaaJdrkfHu.1 

4:15 PM & 4:30 PM   Optional Campus Tours:  NSU Campus   

5:00 PM – 5:30 PM   Closing Session   

Dr. Cheryl Lynn Duckworth, Peace & Conflict Studies  

  Journal Editor-in-Chief 

Zoom: https://nova.zoom.us/j/93155188031 

6:00 PM   Optional Dine-arounds:  Fort Lauderdale  

  

 

 
                                  Friday, Jan 17, 2025 

 



Block A:  
  
 
 
 

A-1 
 

EC 1054 
PC Lab 

How does the Existence of Nuclear Weapons 
Constitute a Threat to Human Rights and the 
Possibility of Achieving a Nonkilling Global 
Society? 

*Roland Joseph 
Center for Global  
Non-killing 

 
 

The Ukraine Crisis Narrative in Western 
Scholarship 

Nikos LeKakis   
University of Crete 

 
 

The Democratic Republic of Congo Crisis: A 
Multifaceted Examination of Involved Actors and 
Complex Interests  

John Bosco Nizeimana   
Africa Center for Strategy  
and Policy 

 
 

Resolving the Crisis of Peace Theory in a Time 
of Polycrisis 

Tim Bryar 
Independent  

  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89334493459?pw
d=gwj7YWIof5rlkgEhKmDxbcB8bgx4Ax.1 
 

 

A-2 
 

MR 3014 
Study 

The United States of America v. Darren Seals  *Tony Gaskew  
University of Pittsburgh, Bradford  

  Psychological underpinnings of international 
relations: North Korea’s desperation creates 
opportunities for stability in northeast Asia 

Nykolus Alvut 
Nova Southeastern University 
 
Kelvin Mote 
Army War College 

  The role of religious actors in finding and 
fostering hope in violent times 

Kaleem Hussain 
University of Birmingham 

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/95333738835?pwd=brJd
mupJ72N3aL2sa45ualaa2OJvSk.1 
 

 

  
*Asterisks indicate session chairs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Room                             Topic             Presenter(s)          

 



Block B:   
 
 
 
 

B-1 
 

EC 1054 
PC Lab 
  

Panel:  Introduction to Applied Conflict  
Management: A Living Legacy Text  

*Landon E. Hancock 
Kent State University 
 
Ashley E. Nickels 
Kent State University 
 
Molly Merryman  
Kent State University 
 
Amanda D. Clark  
Kent State University 
 
Camille Tinnin 
University of Texas at Dallas  

  Zoom: 

https://nova.zoom.us/j/93304160945?pwd=PCg

WagUQQqL9daLHDEJjyUJzDtJUkv.1 

 

B-2 MR 3014 
Study 
  

The Police State Legacy, Security Sector 
Governance and Reform Within a P/CVE* 
Framing in Tunisia: Local Ownership at a 
Critical Juncture 

*Fatma Jabbari 
George Mason University 

 
 

Military Interference in Political Affairs: 
Perspectives from Illiterate Pakistani Baby 
Boomers  
and Gen X 

Muhammad Akram  
Concordia University 

 
 

Examining the Death Penalty as State Crime Laura Finley  
Barry University 

  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82125276387?pwd=
ZDbn0R4HpAabTkqyZSy83NbbXqAwHc.1 
 
 
 

*Asterisks indicate session chairs 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
           Room                         Topic                      Presenter(s)          

 



B-3 EC 1034 
PC Lab 
 
 

A Study of the Intra-government Conflictual 
Approach in the Management of the 
Herdsmen-Farmers Conflict-Induced 
Internal Displacement in Benue State, 
Nigeria 

*Rita Iorbo   
O.P. Jindal Global University 

  The Role of U.S. Leadership in Resolving 
Indo-Pak Ensuring Rivalry 

Abdul Sadiq Khan  
Quaid-i-Azam University 

  Civil War and Local Religious Institutions in 
Ethiopia: An Agency-based Approach 

Yirga Abebe Damtie 
Addis Ababa University 

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/95819996566?pwd=gdsi
osmy6aYhgVPGEoNoZjhzE5nRvK.1 
 

 

 
 

*Asterisks indicate session chairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Block C:   
 
 
 
 

C-1 EC 1040 
PC Lab 
  

Panel:  Conflict Resolution, Late Capitalism, and 
Socialism  

*Richard Rubinstein 
George Mason University 
 
Michael English 
University of Colorado, Boulder 
 
Victor Wallis 
Berklee College of Music  

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/96637642408?pwd=l3n
wazDtcDnCxSwFKCikIPjNaiEoHh.1 
 

 

C-2 EC 1046 
PC Lab 
  

What Do a Match and a Kite Have in 
Common?: Exploring Tools for Social 
Cohesion 

*Stephany Peterson 
University of New Brunswick, St. John 

 
 

How to Become a Soldier in the Black 
Liberation Army: Sixteen Tomes 

Tony Gaskew  
University of Pittsburgh, Bradford  

  Nurturing Refugee Hospitality: A Case Study 
of Canada’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees 
Program and Its Implications for South 
Korea 

Taewook Bae 
University of Manitoba 

  Addressing Post-War Conflict and Trauma in 
Vietnam: The Role of Bottom-Up 
Peacebuilding in Overseas Diaspora 

Linh T. Nguyen 
University of Manitoba 

  Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81190573466?pwd=
OXZrIV3ixw9f1q0CIWMIV3knLbpy9Q.1 
 

 

 
 

*Asterisks indicate session chairs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            Room                             Topic             Presenter(s)          

 



Block D:   
 
 
 
 

D-1 EC 1054 
PC Lab 
  

Peace But What Kind? Introduction to Good 
Tune Theory  

*Mehmet Yavuz 
Kansas State University 

 
 

Finding and Fostering Hope in Violent Times Unmana Sarangi 
Ministry of Environment, Forest,  
&Climate Change, India 

 
 

Exploring the Contribution of 
Transformational Leadership in Non-formal 
Peace Education Initiatives in Sri Lanka 

Janith Prabashwara Perera  
University of Leeds 

  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87524661018?pwd=
3dcvMVl0pmb056bYMesbD4ibWPaEBr.1 
 

 

D-2 MR 3014 
Study 
 
 

Constructive Dialogue: Promise and 
Limitations 

Ismael Muvingi 
Nova Southeastern University 
 
*Charlene Spence 
Nova Southeastern University 

  The Phenomenon of Sectarian Violence in 
Kurram Agency-Pakistan: A Consequence of 
Religious Education and Foreign Involvement 

Aman Ullah 
University of Swabi 

  Peacebuilding Through Cultural Identity and 
Community Participation: Lessons from Afro-
Columbian Communities in Valle del Cauca 

Elena Bastidas 
Nova Southeastern University 

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/93166359590?pwd=Qu2vt
e5ggp2O5iu7XWyI3173EId7bP.1 
 

 

 
 

*Asterisks indicate session chairs 

 
          Room                               Topic            Presenter(s)          

 



 
Block E:   
 
 
 
 

E-1 EC 1040 
PC Lab  

What in the World? Making Sense of 
Worldviews and Worldbuilding in Conflict 
Transformation  

*Audrey A. Williams 
George Mason University 

  Soliya: Enhancing Intercultural Understanding Jack V. Kalpakian 
Al Akhawayn University 

 
 

Decolonizing Peace Education in Africa: The 
Role of Culture for Conflict Management in 
Multicultural Societies 

Olumfemi N. Oloba 
Afe Babaloa University 

  Resonating for Peace in Columbia through 
Nonviolent Communication 

Ayça Kiris 
Kent State University 

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/95337560861?pwd=x01w
hGq02UZPTQJV74YgDQq9mZ8cU0.1 

 

E-2 EC 1034 
PC Lab  

Workshop: It Starts with Trust: Transforming 
School Community Relationships for 
Student and Teacher Success 

*Julie R. Rouge 
American Public University  
System 
 

D.G. Mawn 
National Association for  
Community Mediation  

  Zoom:  
https://nova.zoom.us/j/99015552462 
 

 

E-3 EC 1046 
PC Lab 

Panel: Conflict Transformation Training and 
Research with Ukrainian Students and 
Veterans 

*Alexia Georgakopoulous 
Nova Southeastern University 

  From Battlefield to Classroom: Empowering 
Ukrainian Students through Conflict 
Transformation 

Yvonne Perez 
Nova Southeastern University 
 

  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89131123928?pwd=N
PXPvlKVBblohanjtruDWt08MBBe8l.1 
 

 

 
*Asterisks indicate session chairs 

 

 
          Room                               Topic            Presenter(s)          

 



Block F:   
 
 
 
 

F-1 EC 1054 
PC Lab 

The Role of Film and Media in Cultivating Hope: 
A Conflict Resolution Platform  

*Alexia Georgakopoulous 
Nova Southeastern University 

  “K-Pop in Public”: Vietnamese Youth Using 
Dance to Queer the Public Space 

Ha Bích Đồng 
University of Manitoba 
 
Thủy Bích Đồng  
University of Manitoba 
 

 
 

Creating Liminal Spaces for Centering Voices 
in Post-genocide Rwanda: Cow for Peace 

Ka Chun Lai 
University of Manitoba 

  Mapping Perceptions as an Experiment to 
Navigate Conflict and Explore Peace 

Minerva Fadel 
University of Westminster 

  Zoom: 
https://nova.zoom.us/j/99192550288?pwd=eHy
hfeIal1r75kpzd4qHj0wiD6VwZ4.1  
 

 

F-2 EC 1040 
 PC Lab  

Complex Partnerships to Prevent Violence: 
The Critical Role of Conflict 

*Ami C. Carpenter 
University of San Diego 

  The Nature and Causative Factors of the 
Second World War: The Changing Pattern of 
World Order and International Conflict 

MD Habibur Rahman Habib 
Begum Rokeye University 

  Contemporary Community Conflicts: 
Building  Inclusive Decision-making 
Processes 

Julie R. Rouge 
American Public University  
System 

  Creating Harmony through Everyday Peace: 
Conflict, Economic Aid, Peacebuilding, and 
the Role of Civil Society Organizations in 
Northern Ireland 

Mehmet Yavuz 
Kansas State University 
 

Sean Byrne 
University of Manitoba 

  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82708704261?pwd=
VIGUYjX3bOQMGBgCGa5o0mj7lxoDbh.1 
 

 

 
*Asterisks indicate session chair 

 
          Room                             Topic            Presenter(s)          

 


