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Wom en's basketball makes NSU history
l!!.:. ~~~.~~~~~.... ..... ... .
For the first time in school history, NSU's women's basketball
team advanced to the Elite Eight
in the NCAA Division n National
Championship tournament, after
winning the South Region Championship, hosted at NSU, on March 18.
The Sharks will square off
against the Western Washington
University Vikings, the winner of the
West Region Championship, in tile
national quarterfinals on March 26
at 7 p.m. at the Bill Greehey Arena
in San Antonio, Texas. The winner
will move on to face the winner of
a game between Gannon University
and Ashland University in the semifinals on March 27 at 9:30 pm.
NSU Head Coach LeAnn Freeland said, "At this point in the season, seeding doesn't mean much.
Every team is fighting for an opportunity to advance in the NCAA Tournament and prolong their season."
A crowd of 724 fans watched
as the Sharks beat third seeded Delta
State University, 78-56, during the

COURTESY OF NSU ATHlETICS

The NSU women's basketball team celebrate their South Region championship after beating Delta State UnivelSity. 78-56. on March 16.

South Region Championship final at
the Arena at the Don Taft University
Center. The Sharks began the game
with a slow start, as Delta State's
Lady Statesman made their first four
shots to take a 12-4 lead. But NSU finally found its groove and outs cored

Delta State 30-14 to end the first half
of the game.
During the second half, Delta
State remained close for the first
few minutes but NSU was able to
widen the gap, leading by as many as
25 points with three minutes left in

Business school
announces 2013 Hall
of Fame inductees

the game. The Sharks outs cored the
Lady Statesmen, 44-30 in the second half to seal the victory. Sophomore guard Danielle Robinson led
the team with 20 points while senior
guard Tailor Jones had 16 pOints,
eight rebounds and five assists.

Once the final buzzer sounded
the crowd and the players celebrated the team's first South Region
championship.
Sophomore Kelly Harrison,
nursing major, said, "After watching
the girls throughout their whole season, starting 0 ff so strong, I feel like
it's just what they deserved."
Before the Delta State Game,
NSU faced Sunshine State Conference rival Rollins College in the
round of 32 teams. TIlis game was
big for the Sharks since Rollins beat
them, S:~-80, in the sse tournament
semifinal game on March 9 . This
time, the Sharks had their revenge,
beating the Tars by 16, 73-57.
Freeland said, "I was extremely
happy with the way we played. Delta
State is a very aggressive team with a
great amount of tradition in women's
basketball. We carne out ready to
play and we played together for forty
minutes . Some calls didn't go our
way but we just stayed together and
continued to play our game."
SEE BASKETBALL 2

NS U celebrates,
empowers women

!'l.': ~~.t;~ ~:a).~.~~...... .... .
The H. Wayne Huizenga
School of Business and Entrepreneurship will induct three South
Florida businessmen into its Entrepreneurship Hall of Fame, which ·
has been the Business School's
highest honor since 1990, during an
April 24 ceremony at the Signature
Grand in Davie, Fla.
According
to
Brandon
Hensler, associate director of public affairs, the three business leaders Thomas Shea, Armando
Leighton Jr. and Felix Sabates Jr.
- are being recognized for their
personal success and willingness to
contribute to programs and activities that enhance the community.
Hall of Fame members, in addition to serving as role models for
NSU business students, are key financial supporters. According to Joseph Pineda, assistant dean of external affairs, over 12 million dollars in
donations to NSU can be attributed
to Hall of Fame members, although
they are not obligated to give money
to NSU. Pineda feels members are
SEE HALL OF FAME 2

TAKEN BY C. ALFONSO

Among the celebration's special guests were Congresswoman Debbie Wassennan-Schultz and Chancellor
Fredrick Lippmann.

By: Debbie Mejia

COURTESY OF TH E H. WAYNE HUIZENGA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Thomas Shea. Annando Leighton Jr. and Felix Sabates Jr. Will be honored for thei r entrepeneurial
accomplishments on April 24.

On March 18, NSU's chapter
of the American Association of
University Women (AAUW) held
"Gender Agenda: Gaining Momentum" , its 8th annual celebration of International Women's Day,
featuring keynote speaker DebbieWasserman-Schultz, Florida's 23rd
District Congresswoman.
About 120 NSU students, faculty, staff and community members
attended the event in the Don Taft
University Center.
Candy Fish, president of NSU's
AAUW branch, said that the motivation behind this year's theme was the
gender issues that still exist today,
such as income inequality among
professional'men and women.

Melodee Smith, AAUWs International Women's Day chair, is a
lawyer and reverend. She opened the
event by speaking about her hopes
to end women's suffering around the
world and asked the audience for a
moment of silence to reflect on their
own challenges.
Smith provided a brief history of International Women's Day,
explaining that it was born out of
tragedy. After New York's Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory fire on March 25,
1911, which killed 146 young immigrant women workers, women's
rights advocates pushed to reform
federal labor laws and the celebration was internationally recognized
as a holiday.
SEE AAUW2
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BASKETBALL from 1

Even though NSU won by 16, it
did not come easy, as Rollins closed
an ll-point deficit down to five, just
minutes into the second half. The
Tars kept it close until the last four
minutes of the game when Amanda
Burakoski and Meixandra Porter hit
back-to-back three pointers. Porter led the team with 20 points and
freshman Taylor Buie added 15 of
her own.
Buie said, "We just kept telling
each other, stay together, stay up.
Even though they came within five it
didn't matter, we knew we had each
other. We've had the goal of winning
a national championship and that's

what we are planning on doing."
The first round of the NCAA
tournament consisted of NSU playing against the South Region's eighth
and final seed, Clark Atlanta University. The Sharks opened up the game
with a strong start, leading by double
digits half way into the first period.
By halftime, they led by 20 led by
balanced play with 26 points in the
paint and 20 points from outside.
Cory Hoffman, sophomore biology major said, "After the first
round, it was easy to see how prepared we were to win."
The second half was no different; the Sharks outscored the
Panthers 39-32 in the second half

and secured a 27 point victory, 8760. Coming into the game, NSU
only had two double doubles the
whole year, but for this game, they
equaled that mark. Junior Richelle
Carach had 10 points and 12 rebounds while Tailor Jones scored
14 points and brought in 10 rebounds. Led by Porter's 19 points,
the Sharks had done something
they had never done before - win
an NCAA 'tournament game.
The NSU athletics department
will host a watch party in the Flight
Deck for the Sharks' game against
Western Washington on March 26 at
7 p.m.
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events by students, for students

March

Tuesday, March 26
Robert Mugabe: What Happened? » 3:30 p.m., DeSantis

1047

.

A documentary tracing the transformation of Zimbabwe's
president from a national hero to a dictator.
Contact: Carlyn Jorgesen. cj587@nova.edu

Wednesday, March 27
Stephan the roving magician» 12 p.m., Don Taft
University Center
Stephan will be roving the UC doing magic tricks to entertain
students during the lunch break.
Contact: Sea Board. sea_board@nova.edu. 954-262-7233

Monday, April !

HALL OF FAME from 1

moved by NSU's progress in providingfinancial support.
"We welcome all members to
get involved, either to share their
great stories as Distinguished Lecture speakers, or to join the Board of
Governors," said Pineda. "Once they
get caught up in the excitement of
NSU, it's hard for them to stop."
The new inductees will join
prominent NSU figures in the Hall of
Fame, including Albert Miniaci, Don
Taft and Carl DeSantis.
Thomas Shea is the CEO of
Right Management, a nationwide
career management company that
works to improve the human resource environment of South Florida
and the Caribbean. His company began in 1979 as an outplacement firm
in his home,_and within two years,
entered partnership with Right Management. He also founded Booming
VOICES, an entrepreneur coaching
organization, and serves on the Florida Council of Economic Education.

Armando Leighton Jr., CEO
and founder of Corporate Rotable &
Supplies Jet Spares, a Miami native,
established his company in 1982 out
of his family's garage. His company
went international in 1999 and received FAA approval in 2002.
Felix Sabates Jr., chairman of
Trinity Yachts, immigrated to the
U.S. at age 16. Sabates' business
career began with a car sales job in
North Carolina and expanded to a $6
billion venture with Top Sales Company. Sabates's involvement with
sports and recreational activities led
him to the yacht business, and his
company is now the largest custom
yacht builder in the U.S.
According to Director of Development at the Huizenga Business
School, Jade Chen, Hall of Fame
candidates are nominated by Dean
Preston Jones, President George
Hanbury and the Business School's
Board of Governors. Then, the Hall
of Fame Selection Committee -

which is comprised of current Hall
of Fame members - reviews each
nominee's biography and chooses
the new inductees.
"The main qualities examined
by the Hall of Fame Selection Committee are level of success, peer
identification and how their wealth
was accrued," said Chen.
Deliberation and voting is completed exclusively by the committee
members in November.
The new
Entrepreneurship
Hall of Fame members will be officially inducted during the April
24 ceremony. Videos depicting the
lives of Shea, Leighton and Sabates
will be shown, and current Hall of
Fame members will speak briefly
about each inductee. This invitation-only event will host 400 to 500
guests, as the three businessmen
join the ranks of South Florida's
accomplished entrepreneurs.

earned by men in the same job, a
fact that she believes should inspire, motivate and push the nation
to close this gap. She is currently
working with colleagues to enact
the Paycheck Fairness Act.
She said, "I stand on the shoulders of women - our mothers and
grandmothers - to fight, to voice
this inequality."
Smith said, "Congresswoman
Wasserman-Schultz is an inspiring
leader who will guide us as we address issues today and in the future."
Kamala Anandam, president and
founder of the Weston branch of
AAUW, helped create the NSU
chapter and has been with the organization for 20 years.
Anandam said, "NSU has great
role models to make this chapter
grow."
Kate Waites, professor of English and gender studies in the Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences'
Division of Humanities, won the
Founders Award, for helping to form
NSU's chapter of the AAUW.
She said, "I am grateful for my
students [who are] open to these
ideas and willing to make differences
in these issues."
Reshma Daniel, senior legal
studies major, won the Outstanding

Student Involvement Award for her
involvement since her sophomore
year. Daniel will attend law school
to pursue a career in women's
rights and plans to be a lifetime
member of AAUW.
Don Rosenblum, dean of the
Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences, received the Recognition of
Outstanding Support award.
Rosenblum said that he has supported AAUW since 2006 by providing organizational ideas and financial support. Given that the majority
of NSU students are women, he said·"it seems very appropriate to have a
chapter here."
NSU's AAUW branch is open
to all NSU students, staff, faculty,
administrators, and the surrounding community.
Membership is free for all
NSU undergraduate students, while
graduate students pay an annual fee
of $18.81. National membership
through NSU for other members
costs $49 annually, plus state and
branch fees. The national dues are
tax deductible.
For information on NSUAAUW membership, contact Letitia
Frazier, vice president of membership, at lf451@nova.edu.

SEA Board Meeting» 12 p.m., Rosenthal Student
Center, Room 200
Help plan and advertise events on campus.
Contact: Sea Board. sea_board@nova.edu. 954-262-7233

.Current
3301 College Avenue
Athletics and Student Affairs (ASA) Building, Room 105
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314-7796

AAUWfrom 1

AAUW is a national organization headquartered in Washington,
D.C. Its over 1,000 chapters work
to end gender discrimination in the
workplace and higher education, and
to resolve other issues women face
through education, advocacy, research and philanthropy.
Fred Lippman, chancellor of
NSU's Health Professions Division,
shared that his mother was a survivor
of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire, a fact that awed the audience.
He also introduced Congresswomen
Wasserman-Shultz, whom he has
mentored for over 20 years.
Wasserman-Shultz was elected
to the Florida House of Representatives in 1992, when she was 26, becoming the youngest female legislator in state history.
During her keynote speech,
she acknowledged the past 15 years
of progress that women have made
in regards to education, careers and
rights, such as the recent enactment
of the federal Violence Against
Women Act.
"We have come a long way, but
must keep pushing. We are not there
yet," she said.
Wasserman-Schultz said that
professional American women today earn 77 cents for every dollar
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Deadline for SGA candidacy News
fast approaching
Briefs
By: Debbie Mejia

a person and leader. I encourage all
President Chris Mignocchi, junior
Election season for the 2013students to become involved."
exercise science major. Mignocchi
2014 Undergraduate Student GovBrookins's
running
ticket
said he decided not to -run again beernment Association has begun.
consists of 27 students, including
cause he feels lucky enough to have
Candidacy packets, which inShemaiah Kenon, freshman legal
been elected once and does not want
terested students must complete
studies major, who is running for
to take the opportunity away from
someone else. However, he offered
by April 1 in order to run, were re- . minority senator. She works as an
leased on March 18. As of March
NSU student ambassador and main
advice for the future SGA president.
24, when this paper went to print,
"You are captain of the ship.
stage chair for S.E.A. Board, and is
the election is uncontested, as only
one election party, the Sharks Initiative Party, has emerged.
The Elections Commission will conduct SGA election information
Undergraduate SGA election
meetings on March 25 at noon in room 200 of the Rosenthal Student
polls will be open from April 8 at 1
Center; March 27 at 5 p.m. in Rosenthal 204; March 28 at 12 p.m. and
p.m. until April 10 at noon. Under5 p.m. in Rosenthal 218 .
graduate students will be able to vote
after receiving the ballots via their
NSU email.
Packets can be picked up in the Office of Student Activities or requested via e-mail, and are due to the Office of Student Activities by
The Sharks Initiative Party is
4 p.m. on April 1.
led by presidential candidate Daniel
Brookins, a junior majoring in legal
All students running for executive board positions will be required to
studies. Brookins is the current SGA
meet and interview with Andrea Kovachy, director of the Office of
vice president of legislative affairs, a
Student Activities, on April 2.
residential assistant in the Commons
Residential Hall and a member of
The Elections Commission must approve all campaign materials by
Razor's Edge.
April3rd.
Brookins said he is ready to
begin campaigning and is excited
All candidates may campaign April 4 at 8 a.m. until April 10, and
to share his vision with the student
results will be announced on April 11 during the Elections Party.
body. There are two things students
should look for when deciding who
to vote for, according to Brookins:
Fraternity and sorority senators will be elected on April 8 at 12:30
p.m. in Rosenthal 200.
what the candidate has done and
what he or she plans to done.
Undergraduate SGA election polls will be open from April 8 at 1 p.m.
As. vice president, Brookins
until noon on April 10.
sponsored numerous SGA bills,
including the "Solving the Skype
Problem" resolution, which sought
Before elections open, there will be a debate and town hall meeting on
April 8 at noon in the Don Taft University Center Pit.
to allow students to use Skype, an
online video chat service, in the resiThe Inter-Organizational Council Senate Elections: April 11 at 4:30
dential halls. He also sponsored the
"Orgsync" resolution, which introp.m .. during the bi- weekly lOC meeting
duced NSU to Orgsync, an online
a member of Finatics, a group that .Whatever direction and vision you
community for organizations similar
aims to promote school spirit. If
to Facebook. Brookins has also rehave is where the body will go, so
elected, she hopes to increase school
be sure to be proactive," said Mignvamped the Parker Building board
spirit, enhance student services and
occhi. "You are the sole [represensystem, where campus organizations
tative] of the entire undergraduate
improve communication between fican reserve boards to post informanancial aid offices and students.
tion and announcements.
student body in every meeting you
If elected, Brookins will sucBrookins said, "My involvego to; your decisions and opinions
represent a lot of people."
ment on campus developed me as
ceed current Undergraduate SGA

IMPORT ANT DATES

Mignocchi hopes that he established
a high standard for student leadership during his term and is confident
that the next group will accomplish
even greater things. As he bids his pOSition farewell,
Mignocchi said, "I am thankful for
all of the support from my friends,
family, and fellow students. It has
been an honor and a privilege to
serve you all,"
For a candidate to have their
name included on the ballot, they
must obtain 100 undergraduate student signatures as endorsements
on their candidacy form. Once approved, candidates for senate positions will receive $50 toward their
campaign, and executive Board
tickets will receive $200. Itemized
receipts will also be reimbursed, including the costs of posters, flyers,
web sites, chalk drawings, balloons,
T-shirts and buttons.
In addition to meeting all requirements, such as a 2.3 cumulative
GPA, all students running for executive board positions will be required
to meet and interview with Andrea
Kovachy, director of the office of
student activities on April 2.
Kovachy said, "For the interview, we
are interested in better understanding
what the ticket hopes to accomplish
and how they will execute their vision with the senate."
Kovachy recommends that potential interviewees speak with constituents to determine their stance on
important issues and to get a better
understanding of how SGA functions
at NSU.
Graduate Assistant for Student
Governance Aly .McKenna, said,
"This is a great way to get involved
and serve as a student leader."
Undergraduate students interested in running for office can contact McKenna at am2402@nova.edu
or 954-252-2461.

Nature club transforms Parker
Building's garden
BX: !~-:?: ~~~~~~~......... .
On March 18, NSU's Nature
club began transforming the garden
in front of the Parker Building from
an exotic garden to a habitat for native plants species, a project that will
be completed on Earth Day, April 22.
The Parker Garden Restoration Project is led by Paul Arena,
assistant professor in the Division
of Math, Science and Technology
in the Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences.
Arena said, "Many exotic
land~capes have a relatively low
diversity of wildlife. Natives, on
the other hand, are well adapted to
our climate, require little water in
addition to our normal rainfall and
rarely need fertilizer."
Arena has led numerous socalled "exotic-to-native" garden
transformation projects
around
South Florida, induding his own

yard's landscape.
The first phase of the Parker
garden restoration project, eradication of the exotic ground cover plant,
Wedelia, is already complete. Wedelia, a member of the sunflower family, is a fast growing invasive plant
that Arena feels has no place in Florida gardens.
"I was always bothered by seeing the Wedelia groundcover, since
I knew it was an invasive species,"
said Arena. "[It] is known to spread
into our local natural areas and displace native species."
Underway is the second phase,
in which Arena and students are digging up the area to remove rocks and
buried roots.
Safiyah Muhammad, freshman
biology major, said, "My role in this
project is to help in the removal of
these, in order to create a more productive environment in which the na-

tive plants can grow."
Once the area has been cleared,
the Nature Club expects to begin the
planting phase on April 15.
Freshman chemistry major Aliyah Hill has also been working on
the second phase of the project, and
is grateful for the chance to connect
with nature while improving NSU.
"There's so much more work to
do, and I hope that all NSU students
help out to help bring native Floridian plants back to the Parker building," said Hill.
Before students began physical
work in the garden, Arena had an environmental assessment performed
to determine which native species
are most suited for the area. In addition to the assessment, Nature Club
members conducted preliminary surveys of the garden's plant and animal
species that have grown dependent
upon Wedelia. Their findings deter-

mined the changes that may occur
once new, native species are planted.
Nature Club president Shannon Aldridge, marine biology major, is proud of the endeavor and its
progress thus far, as it is the largest
project the Nature Club has ever
taken on.
"We have had a lot of people
walk by us [while we're] working
and stop to ask us what we're dOing,
and often, they would like to become
involved as well," said Aldridge.
"Hopefully, this restoration project
will lead to more restoration projects
around Nova's campus."
Students, faculty, staff and
members of the community interested in volunteering with the project
can contact Arena at 954- 262-8335
or arenap@nova.edu.
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Health Professions Division
(HPD) SGA BBQ
The Health Profession Division's
SGA will host its Spring BBQ
and pool party at the Don Taft
University pool on April 5,
from . 4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. The
free . celebration will include
swimming, a dance competition
and food catered by Scruby's
BBQ. All HPD students are
welcome, though they must
present their Shark Cards.

Relay For Life
Join the NSU community in
the fight against cancer by
participating in the annual Relay
for Life, from 6:00 p.m. on April
12 to noon on April 13 in the
Alvin Sherman Library Quad.
The funds raised at the walk will
benefit the lives of cancer patients,
survivors, and their families in
Broward County. To start a new
team or join an existing team,
visit relayforlife.org and search
"Nova Southeastern University".
For more information, contact
the Office of Student Leadership
and Civic Engagement at 954262-7195 or slce@nova.edu.

Sixth
annual
Symposium

Faculty

The Faculty Symposium on
April 8 will feature a selection
of scholarly work by faculty
members
from
various
disciplines. It will include
presentations in the form of poster
sessions and panel discussions,
running from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The free symposium will be in
the Performance Theater in the
Don Taft University center and is
open to all NSU students, faculty
and staff. For more information,
contact Shanti Bruce, associate
professor and coordinator of
the Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences writing program
at bshanti@nova.edu or Mark
Duncan, associate professor and
assistant director of the college's
Division of Performing and
Visual Arts, at markdunc@nova.
edu.

Health Care Sciences CoUege
to release inaugural magazine
This spring, the College of
Health Care Sciences will
release the inaugural issue of
its magazine, Perspectives. The'
College of Health Care Sciences
former online newsletter, The
Messenger, was published three
times annually, but starting
with this Issue, a transition will
be made to a bi-annual, hard
copy publication. The magazine
will highlight college updates,
including new faculty and staff
members,
faculty
research
initiatives, alumni updates and
Student Government Association
happenings. Perspectives will be
distributed to faculty members,
students, and community proctors
and preceptors, and an online
copy will also be available.

•

lary 0
a sports writer
•••

B!.: .~~~.~~~.~~.............. .
Alex Gruber is a junior communications studies major. As a sports
writer, Alex has leamed to use his
knowledge and love of sports to create weJl thought-out, informative articles. When he is not writing, Alex
enjoys watching soccer and rooting
for his favorite team, FC Barcelona.
Alex is also the news and sports program director for NSU's Shark United Television.
Sports have always been an integral part of my life. One of the pictures in my room is of me at my first
baseball game, way back in 1995,
just after my 4th birthday. One of my
parents' favorite stories to tell is of
watching game six of the 1986 World
Series with some friends as the New
York Mets made their heroic comeback against the Boston Red Sox.
Luckily, they're Mets fans.
When I transferred to NSU
after leaving Georgia Tech, I knew
I would be leaving behind the toplevel college football experience
that I had loved so much over my
three years there. But I also knew
that I would be taking a huge step
by changing my major so drastically, from chemical engineering to
communication studies.
Really, my plan is to go into
broadcasting. Watching all the sports
that I do, I've grown to love sportsca!iters like Steve Goldstein and Rich
Waltz for the Panthers and Marlins,
and the great Ian Darke and Martin
Tyler for all my football (soccer)
needs. This brings me to my newfound career in journalism.

Back in June, I was plodding
around social media and got to reading a football blog started by a friend
' of mine called "Counter-Attacking
Football". The content was not only
interesting, but was very well written. I got to thinking I could do
something like this, when suddenly,
I got my chance.
This friend put out a "casting
call" of sorts on Twitter. He wanted
to add some new writers to the fold,
and I was looking for an outlet for
my knowledge of the "beautiful
game". So, I contacted him and he
had me write up a sample piece.
I received a great review and was
promptly added to the team.
I jumped right into the fold,
putting out an article or two a week
based on my availability and comfort
level with things that were going on.
After a while, I felt really confident
with it, and I'd been getting complimented quite a bit by my peers,
friends and family.
Looking to broaden my horizons, I applied for and was accepted
to an internship program at a p.Qpular sports website, Bleacher Report,
for which several Counter-Attacking
Football's authors already wrote.
I've read the Bleacher Report for
many years and I have a lot of respect for it.
The internship program was not
quite what I expected it to be. Interns
are asked to publish an article a day
for three days, and do it early in the
day, so that it maximizes viewership
and so that the higher-ups can put it
in places where it will be recognized.

COURTESY OF S. REGUEIRO

Alex Gruber works to perfect an article.

Not only that, but we 're asked
to spend one three-hour-Iong ses~ion in a group chat, during which a
program director assigns the group
a series of pieces to complete.
These tended to be much shorter,
but they were still stressful due to
the time constraints.
This timing aspect was beginning to wear on me. The program
kicked off in January, as classes at
NSU got back up and running. Not to
mention the jobs I hold at NSU's TV
station, SUTV, and at IKEA, which
take up a lot of my spare time.
But out of the blue a couple

weeks ago, I was handed a great opNSU is because I want to be a sports
portunity when I was nominated for
broadcaster, either as an anchor for
a promotion to featured columnist.
a show like "SportsCenter" or as a
Not only does the position come .play-by-play guy like Waltz or Tyler.
with that fancy-sounding title, but
But now I've done so much writing
it gets me better placement on the _ and will be continuing down a path
site. It's designed so I work one-onthat could lead me to employment in
one with an editor, and I can put out
this field. It's hard to say what the fuarticles on my own schedule. Plus, I
ture holds.
Wherever I end up, I know I'll
can get press passes, exclusive.interviews and an inside track to possible
be grateful to have experienced all
future paid employment. Not bad for
that I have as a sports writer, since
it's something I love to do. Sports
three months.
As I mentioned before, the
are something that so many people
whole reason I decided to go into
enjoy, and I take satisfaction in sharthe communication studies major at
ing my knowledge with the world.

Ah, the classic taco dip. Everyone seems to have a unique variation
on the legendary layered goodness of
this colorful appetizer.
Taco dip is a layered dip, usually served with tortilla chips or
vegetables. Recipes have no restrictive rules; if you can put it in a taco,
you can put in a dip. It's quick and
easy to make, perfect for a get-together with friends.
Here is a basic taco dip recipe
and optional homemade taco seasoning. Use additional layers or ingredients - such as lettuce, refried beans,
green onions or salsa - to please
your personal culinary palette.

of the first layer in the pie dish.
Sprinkle a layer of shredded
cheese over the second layer, followed by a layer of sliced olives and
diced tomatoes. Wa-Ia! You have
created a delicious appetizer.
SPICE IS NICE TACO
SEASONING
Start to finish: 20 minutes
Servings: 4 people

COURTESY OF HTTP://UFE·AS-A-LOFTHOUSE.BlQGSPOT.COM

Taco dip has multiple layers for its many tastes.

CLASSICALLY DELICIOUS
TACO DIP
Start to finish: 20 minutes
Servings: 10 to 15

1 avocado, peeled without the pit

1 II.! cup sour cream
2/3 cup mayonnaise
1 packet taco seasoning mix (or
homemade seasoning, see recipe
below)
I cup shredded cheese

1 can black olives (sliced)
2 fresh tomatoes (diced)
Mash the avocado in a mixing
bowl. Add 112 cup sour cream and 1
tablespoon mayonnaise. Mix togeth-

er with a spatula until well blended.
Pour the mixture into a 9 inch pie
dish and spread out.
Mix 1 cup sour cream, 1/2 cup
mayonnaise and the taco seasoning
packet in bowl. Spread over the top

1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon cumin
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
Mix all ingredients together.
Spiciness can be kicked up or
mellowed down by adding or
subtracting the amounts of cumin
and chili powder.
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The power of NSU's
speech clinic
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Master's students in NSU's Speech· Language and Communication Disorders program participated in the third annual "Dan Marino
Foundation : WalkAbout Autism",

BJ.: .~~.~r. ~~.~-:~~? ......... ..... ...... .

Welcome to the real world of business.
Success in the business world today ,isn't about what you
know. It's about who you know. At Nova Southeastern
University, our professors are real-world corporate leaders
who know what it takes to succeed. You'll learn firsthand the skills needed to advance your career as you
network with faculty and fellow students. And our evening ,
weekend and online graduate business programs are
designed for working professionals like yourself. All this
from the university with the largest MBA program in Florida.
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H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship
www.nova.edu/husil1ess

800.672.7223
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This week in history
By: Maria Yunez

March 24

1973

British Rock band Pink Floyd released the album "The Dark
Side of the Moon". The album was produced at the Beatles-famous
Abbey Road Studios and has since sold over 50 million copies
worldwide, making it one of the best-selling albums of all time.

March 26

, 82

1 69

932

1969

March 27

1952

"Singing in the Rain", an American musical-comedy starring
Gene Kelly, Donald O'Connor and Debbie Reynolds, debuted. The
film was only a modest hit at first, but is now widely considered one
of the best musical films ever made and has inspired numerous pop
culture references.

The 34th U.S. president, Dwight D. Eisenhower, died of
congestive heart failure at age 78. His wife, Mamie Eisenhower,
was buried next to him 10 years later on the grounds of the
Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum in Abilene, Kan.

March 30

families with young children who have been
diagnosed with autism. The study follows the
children's development as their language and
interaction skills improve.
"Sometimes people have these delays
and disorders due to having had a stroke or
other injuries, or because they are born with
disorders such as autism. Research in our
clinic changes often but there are new ideas
and projects starting all the time," said Zucker.
Erin Beasley, clinical supervisor and
program instructor, said that treatments are
focused on the patient and their needs.
"We do speech and language therapy,
depending on the patients, and sessions are
driven by [the patients'] needs and goals,"
said Beasley.
Depending on the severity of a patient's
speech or language disorder, his or her weekly
sessions can be either 30 minutes or an hour.
All sessions are individual, not in groups.
Evaluations and treatments sessions are
conducted by graduate student clinicians and
are directly supervised by faculty members
who are certified by the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association and have had
many years' experience in the field.
The
Speech-Language
and
Communication Disorders Clinic, which is
open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., is located at 6100 Griffin Road. For
more information or to set up an appointment,
call 954-262-7726.

John Lennon and Yoko Ono checked in the Amsterdam Hilton
Hotel for their honeymoon and held a "Bed-In for Peace". The
newlyweds turned their wedding publicity into a promotion for world
.peace by inviting the press into their room every day for ·a week.

Groundbreaking took place for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington D.C. The national memorial, which was completed
in November 1982, honors members of the U.S. armed forces who
fought, died or went missing during the Vietnam War. The memorial
receives around three million visitors each year.

March 28

March 25

Speech and language disorders affect a
person's ability to talk, understand, read and
write. According to the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association, between
six and eight million Americans have some
form of language impairment. Symptoms can
include sound errors, repetitions of sounds
or words, and even total loss of speech for
effective communication.
At NSU's Speech-Language and
Communication Disorders Clinic, evaluations
and treatment sessions are available for
children and adults who have problems
communicating due to language impairments,
such as difficulty articulating speech sounds,
problems with the way their voices sound,
stuttering and understanding how to use
language in everyday social situations.
Located on Griffin Road, this clinic was
designed to offer services to the South Florida
community. It also allows NSU students
who are earning degrees in speech-language
and communications disorders to earn vital
clinical hours.
Clinic Director Barbara Zucker said, "The
idea to open the clinic was because students
needed to learn how to perform clinical skills
and children and adults in the community
needed good, research-based, effective speech
and language therapy skills. It has been a very
positive experience for all."
The students and faculty of the clinic
are working on research related to supporting

PLANT~

March 29

20 4

The Republic of Ireland became the first country in the world
to ban smoking in all workplaces, including restaurants, bars,
clubs and company vehicles. Five years later, Ireland enacted law
prohibiting the advertising of tobacco products in all retail stores.

Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly solo nonstop across
the Atlantic Ocean. She flew from Canada to Northern Ireland in 14 hours
and 56 minutes. For this record, she received the Distinguished Flying
Cross, which recognizes extraordinary achi€vement in aerial flight.
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Atheletes of the week:
One team, one apartment, two championships
NSU swimmers Erin Black and
Oskar Nordstrand, both seniors, had
never met until they transferred to
NSU in the fall of 2011. Since then,
the brother-sister-like duo has found
their groove. The two not only train
and go to school together, but they
also share an apartment and almost
identical schedules.
Their constant practicing and
conditioning has led them to the same
place: an NCAA Division II National
Championship. Both Black and Nordstrand won the national championship
in the 500-yard freestyle on March 8
in Birmingham" Ala. While this was
Nordstrand's first national title, Black
defended her championship run from
last season.
Black learned how to swim
when she was 3 years old and began swimming competitively at age
5, following in her dad's footsteps.
She began with her club team, Swim
Florida, in Fort Myers and then progressed to her high school's team under the direction of the same coach.
She then' swam for Florida Gulf
Coast University for two years before transferring to NSU.
Black had a very successful first
season at NSU. During the regular
season, she blew by NCAA B-cut
qualifying times in the 500-yard
freestyle and the 1000-yard freestyle.
At the Sunshine State Conference
championship, she earned a second
place spot in the 1650-yard freestyle with an A-cut finishing time of
16:56.53. At the NCAA Division II
Championships, not only did she win
the 500-yard freestyle, but she was
also a part of the 400 and 800-free relay, both of which set SSC and NSU
records. By the end of the season,
Black 'was awarded the Michael D.
Fish Outstanding Performer award,
First Team All-SSC, SSC Swimmer
of the Year and was also named as an
All-American.
Nordstrand, like Black, started
to swim when he was 3 years old.
He said that he did not like it at first
and tended to separate himself from
the group. His mentality changed
when he was 9 years old and decided
to swim competitively. A native of
Stockholm, Sweden, Nordstrand
graduated from Varmdo Gymnasium
in June of 2009. Throughout his
swimming career, Nordstrand has
competed at the Swedish youth, junior and senior nationals.
He decided to move to the U.S.
to swim for a university. Originally,
Nordstrand attended Wayne State
University in Detroit, Mich. While at
Wayne State, he was able to become
a five time All-American in his freshman year and a six time All-American during his sophomore year.
Once Nordstrand transferred to
NSU, he continued his success. At
the SSC Championship, he earned
57 points and won the 500 and 100yard freestyles. At the NCAA Division II National Championships, he

came in second in the 500-yard freestyle and fourth in the 1000-yard
freestyle. At the end of the season,
he earned All-American honors in
the 500, 1000 and 1650-yard freestyles, as well as in the 400 and 800yard freestyle relays.
I sat down with Black and Nordstrand to ask them a few questions:
What is your best memory in the
sport?
Black: Winning conference
last year, I remember being in the
pool, looking around and seeing both
men's and women's team and all of
our coaches in the pooL It's a tradition; when you win, you get in the
pool and splash water. I just remember looking around and seeing everybody smiling.
Nordstrand: I would say the
same thing. I won the conference
championship at myoid school but it
was not as much fun because I transferred for a reason. Winning with a
team I actually liked was amazing.

What is your best accomplishment?
Nordstrand: Definitely winning at nationals this year is _one of
the greatest things I've ever accomplished but I swam Swedish nationals this fall as well. I won the 1500
free there and that was one of my
biggest ones as well.

Black: It's probably being on
this team. It's really been a difficult
road and these past two years have
made me very thankful to be on this
team and to have the coach that I
have. My accomplishment is being
part of an awesome team and having
such great teammates.
What is your favorite part of
swimming?
Nordstrand: The team aspect of
it all is a lot of fun. In America, they
emphasize that a lot more than they
do back home, especially this team.
We're all very close and have common goals.

different way than a guy.

Black: There's always someone
to chase. If you're the fastest guy on
the team, there's nothing to go after.
For girls, there's always someone
ahead of you. There's always someone you can beat.
Do you have any plans to swim after you graduate?
Nordstrand: I want to swim in
the Swedish nationals, for sure, and
then U.S. nationals and then we'll
see as far as international meets go.
I've always had this dream about going to the Olympics.

Black: I'm going to try and do
open water swimming, see if I can't
reel some sponsors in that way.
If you had one superpower, what
would it be?
Nordstrand: I've always wanted to be able to fly.

Black: I'd want to be able to
control time or travel in time. I want
to be able to teleport wherever I
wanted, like going back-to the 60s.
I wish I could just stop time and get
all my studying done. I'd be the ultimate multi-tasker.
If you had an all-expense paid trip,
where would you go and why?
Nordstrand: The Galapagos
Islands. Two teammates are going

COURTESY OF NSU ATHElETlCS

Erin Black and Oskar Nordstrand hold their brand new trophies after winning the national -championship
in the SOO-yard freestyle.

What is the best part of the men's
and women's teams training together?
Nordstrand: [Swimming is]
one of the very few sports where
you actually get the privilege of
training together. You definitely get
a different input of working out.
We may not always do the same
workouts or same intervals but we
push each other constantly and,
sometimes, it's good to have a girl
push you because she will do it in a
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Black: In morning practice earlier this year, we were changing sets
and I was just hanging on the wall
and looking around thinking how
much I'm going to miss this. Where
else in the world are you going to
see 18 to 21-year olds at 5:30 in the
morning training together?

Black: I would go to somewhere
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in the Mediterranean or South Africa.
I want to go somewhere I haven't
been - new experiences, new language, new food, new people.

there for the summer and I've always
wanted to go. It looks like such a
cool place.
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Coach's
Corner -e
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NSU men's basketball Head
Coach Gary Tuell is no stranger to
the game of basketball. Tuell is a native of Louisville, Ky. and earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from the University of Louisville in
1973. That same year, he became an
assistant coach for Louisville and has
been on a collegiate coaching staff
ever since.
Tuell just completed his ninth
season here at NSU when the Sharks
lost to number 25 Eckerd Colrege in
the first round of the Sunshine State
COURTESY OF NSU ATHLETICS
Conference tournament on March 8.
Head Coach Gary Tuell has led the Sharks' men's basketball team since 2004.
This season, Tuell led the Sharks to a
15-12 record overall and a 7-9 record
going to the NCAA National ChamUniversity - now called Georgia
in the SSe.
pionship tournament.
Regents University Augusta - for
During his time with the Sharks,
seven years, where he had an overNSU senior forward Iran Hollis
Tuell has taken recruiting seriously
all record of 114-89. He led Augusta
said, "In previous years, he wanted
and has chosen players that ultimately
State's Jaguars to numerous titles, into do what he could to help us get
cluding five Peach Belt Conference
helped the team, In the 2010-2011
better and win games, but this year
I took it more upon myself to help . - season, he led senior Alex Gynes to
North Division titles and two Peach
Belt Conference championships. TuAll-SSC S.econd.-Team honors. He
. my~elf iIDd my .teaI1l\TIates. Once I
ell also twice helped the team qualify
did that, I saw that it relieved some
has also helped Brian Cahill win SSC
pressure off of Coach. He had more
Freshman of the Year in 2010, Tim
for the NCAA Division II National
Championship tournament, and was
Coenraad earn All-SSC Second-Team
time for game plans and to study
awarded Coach of the Year in 1999
other teams when he realized that we
and South Region honors and, last
and 2002 by the PBe.
were working hard and doing things
season, helped Rob Huntington earn
on our own."
NCAA Scholar All-American honors.
Before his time at Augusta
Sharks' senior guard and forState, Tuell was the head coach at St.
In Tuell's·tenure at NSU, he has
a combined record of 133-120 for a . ward Sean Mullan said, "You have to
Thomas University in Miami, Fla.,
where he led the team to three Flor.526 winning percentage. Throughmake sure that there is compatibility
ida Sun Conference championships
to my personality and the personalout his time at NSU, the Sharks have
and two NAIA Division II tournaity of the coaches. I went up to the
had both their ups and their downs.
ments. Previous to St. Thomas, Tuell
Although the 14-15 record may not
first person that had success here that
show it, Tuell's most successful seaI knew well, which was Alex Gynes,
spent one year as the head coach at
son was 2006-2007. That season, the
and the way he spoke of Coach Tuell
Milligan College in Tennessee and
four years as the head coach at CinSharks' non-conference schedule
reflected on how I wanted an experiwas ranked number one in degree
ence at Nova."
cinnati Christian University.
of difficulty by the NCAA, in which
Prior to coming to NSU, Tuell
they beat three teams that ended up
was the head coach at Augusta State

The Color Run contes to Fort
Lauderdale
By : Chris Hoffinan
There are tons of marathons
held around the country, but none are
quite as bright as The Color Run.
The Color Run, also known as
the "Happiest 5K on the Planet," is
an un-timed 5K in which participants
are splattered with different colored
powders at various "Color Zones"
throughout the course of the race.
This is not your average race, as
everyone is welcome to participate no
matter how old, young, fast or slow
they are. The only two rules of the race
are that each person must be wearing
a mostly white t-shirt and that each
person must be covered in color by the
time they get to the finish line.
The Color Run is set to take over
Fort Lauderdale on May 5 at Huizenga Park, as over 5,000 people are expected to participate. Entry is $45 per
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The Color Run is a 5K in which partiCipants are splattered with colored powders as they move through
the course.

person until April 1, when it will increase to $50. Students can also form
a group of four or more to reduce the
registration price to $40 per person
before April 1 and $45 after April 1.
In addition, The Color Run is offering
NSU students a $5 discount on their

online registrations by using the code
"COLORNOVA13."
The registration fee includes
an event t-shirt, race number, a
bag of color and a The Color Run
sweatband.
In addition to the 5K, there will
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ON THE BENCH
Commentary by: Saily Regueiro
After four long weeks of intense
competition and even some physical
confrontation, the winner of the 2013
World Baseball Classic (WBC) is the
Dominican Republic.
The WBC is baseball's answer
. to soccer's World Cup. Created by
Major League Baseball, it was first
held in 2006 and again in 2009. The
tournament is really a world production that, this year, included six host
cities: Tokyo, Miami, Phoenix, Taichung, San Juan and San Francisco.
The idea is to have a genuine world
championship featuring the sport's
best players.
Even though the WBC can
be seen as a marketing strategy by
MLB, it has created some good for
the game of baseball, as the tournament has made the sport relevant
in other parts of the world and has
created healthy competition between
countries, while giving recognition
to players and their heritage.
With tough qualifying rounds
out of the way, 16 teams started the
tournament on March 2, vying for
the title of champion while donning
the colors of their nation's flags.
Since the beginning of this
year's tournament, Americans did
not pay much attention to the WBC,
as indicated by the low ratings on the
MLB Network. Of course, it didn't
help that Team USA flamed out well
before the championship game, as it
has in all previous WBCs. This year,
Team USA didn't even make it to the
semi-finals.
This failure can be blamed on
the WBC's disruption of spring tra.in- ·
ing. It makes sense that many big
leaguers declined the invitation to
participate and that Team USA was
lacking in participation. If the idea
is to really settle it on the field, than
a better date should be chosen that
would allow a competition between
the best teams possible.
This year's WBC featured a
brawl between the Canadian and
Mexican teams, which started in the
ninth inning when Canada's Rene
Tosino was hit by a pitch from Mexico's Amold Leon. The fight continued to erupt once both tearns stormed
the pitchers mound. While some
players tried to hold back teammates,
~ . others tumbled to the ground in
hapd-to-hand combat with opposing
players. The World Baseball Classic
decided not to suspend any players
from the tournament, but seven players were ejected from the game, four
from Mexico and three from Canada.
Another thing that surprised everyone was the breakout performance
by the Netherlands. The Dutch team,

whose roster included several major
leaguers - like outfielder Andruw
Jones who currently plays on Japan's
Pacific League and Dodger's closer
Kenley Jansen - beat Cuba twice to
advance into the semifinals.
After all was said and done, it
was the Caribbean countries of the
Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico
who were simply on fire throughout
the entire tournament.
Puerto Rico, whose team had
several major leaguers, including
catcher Yadier Molina of the St. Louis Cardinals and right fielder Alex
Rios of the Chicago White Sox, was
unstoppable. Its players won three
elimination games in five days, taking down baseball giants and former
reigning champions, Japan.
Even with Puerto Rico's consistency and paSSion, its women
couldn't stop the power house of
the Dominican Republic, who won
the game 3-0 and left San Francisco
with their heads held high and a nice
shiny trophy to take back home.
The Dominicans also set a record in becoming the first team in the
WBC's short history to win the championship without losing a game.
Now for some superlatives,
biggest goof goes to Dominican ace
relief pitcher Fernando Rodney, who
in the semifinal round presented the
world with his "good luck platano"
during the introductions before the
game against the Netherlands. He
explained that his family sent him
the fruit and that it gave him luck.
Sure enough, during the championship game, the crowd of Dominican
fans held plantain fruit and leafs in
support of their home team.
Most valuable player goes to
Robinson Cano, who hit .469, two
horne runs, six RBIs, six runs scored
and two doubles.
Now, for the Dominican Republic, may the celebration continue
until the 2017 WBC where they will
return once again to represent the
pride of their country and maintain
the title of world champions.
WBC, still in its early stages,
has the potential to grow into what
the World Cup is for soccer. Either
way, the WBC is an enjoyable diversion from the long, tedious weeks of
lengthy spring training. The games
are often entertaining - such as
Fernando Rodney's presentation of
the lucky plantain, dramatic, and, occasionally, violent. One thing is for
sure: the WBC tournament definitely
overflows with national pride. So
Americans should get on board, just
like the rest of the world has, because
it seems the WBC is here to stay.

be a "Finish Festival," where participants will be able to enjoy their completion of the 5K with food, music,
vendors and more color throws.
Not only does The Color Run
give participants a chance to participate in a nontraditional 5K, but they
also get to donate to charity, as part
of the proceeds will go to a different
charity in each city.
The proceeds from the Fort Lauderdale Color Run will go to Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale. Riverwalk
Fort Lauderdale is the organization
responsible for the maintenance and
promotion of Riverwalk Park.
Jessica Nixon, public relations
specialist for The Color Run said,

"Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale reached
out to us and we felt that they encompassed everything we look ·for in a
charity. We are excited to be working
with them."
The Color Run has only been in
existence since January 2012 when
the founder and executive director of
The Color Run, Travis Snyder, started
the event in Phoenix, Az. Many NSU
students such as Omar Pantoja, freshman biology major, plan on attending
this year's Fort Lauderdale run.
He said, "I don't usually run
5Ks but I think it will be a fun event
to go to. You also get to support a
great charity."

Q&

8

Arts & Entertainment

March 26,

2013

I nsucurrent.nova.edu

NSU student~ shovv they've
"Got Talent"
By: Aadil Vora
On March 21 and 22, NSU
celebrated student talent on campus
with its sixth annual "NSUs Got Talent" show, featuring dances, vocal
acts and other eclectic performances.
After Thursday's semi-finals and Friday's finals, the a capella group Riff
Tides emerged victorious, winning
the competiton and a $1,000 prize.
The event was hosted and
planned by the Students Events and
Activities Board and was set to take
place outdoors, near Gold Circle
Lake, both days. But due to rainy
weather on March 22, the show was
brought in doors for the final round.
According to SEA Board, about
200 people - mostly students came out to watch the semi-finals,
and even more people packed into
the UC pit to see the final acts.
During the semi-finals, 17 student groups competed for five spots
to move on to the final round. However, a tie between two groups led to
six teams going to the final round.
Just like on the TV show
"Americas Got Talent", a foreboding red neon "X" was positioned
on the "NSU's Got Talent" stage.
If the judges did not like a performance, they would hit the "X" and
the performers would have to immediately stop.
The judges, all staff, were
Devin Danicel, area coordinator for
Founders, Farquhar, and Vettel residence halls and the Cultural Living
Center; Carol Galladian, assistant
director of orientation and commuter
involvement; and Mike Prociuk, assistant director of intramural sports.
After each performance, the
judges gave critiques, often using
humor to ease performers' anxieties
and keep the audience pumped.
Also keeping the vibe of the
show positive and shark-spirited
were the two emcees, Adrien Glezil,
senior legal studies and criminal
justice double major, and Sebastian
Acosta-Nijamkin, second-year graduate student in athletic administra-

tion and Radio X's station manager.
The duo made jokes and read tweets
from the audience in between acts.
Some audience members tweeted the
hashtag #nsutalents, with good luck
messages for the performances.
Lindsey Goldstein, junior education major and vice president of
traditions for SEA Board, was the
event's organizer and stage manager.
She said, "The show is run by
students, and showcasing NSU talent
gives students the chance to express
what they do best and come out to
have fun supporting each other."
Stephanie Haskell, graduate assistant for student programs,
said, about the Thursday semifinals, "At first there were only like
10 or 12 people in the audience,
so we got a little scared. But later
on, we ran out of seats. There were
people lined up on the grass, and
people standing on the sides to
watch the show. So we are really
pleased with the student support of
all the groups on campus."
Fraternities and sororities on
campus created their own eclectic
performances. Beta Theta Phi entered five acts, of which four were
cut short by the judges. Delta Phi
Epsilon DPhiE entered a act entitled
"Signing Sharks", in which they did
American sign language to songs.
Stephanie Jankie, freshman biology major and Delta Phi Epsilon
member, signed part of "The Lion
King'''s "Hakuna Matata" and said
that it was so much fun.
Her sorority sister Stephanie
Rogers said, "We have leamed a lot
along the way. Not many people know
how to sign who are not deaf, so we
now know more words and phrases."
Multicultural groups on campus also brought unique flavors to
the show. The new Indian dance
team, Maasti, led by co-captains
and freshman biology majors, Annie Mohanan and Stacy Illikal, did
a Bollywood number to a medley of
Indian film songs.
Mohanan, said after the semifinals, "We are incredibly proud of our

performance and so grateful for the
positive feedback we have received.
We can't wait for our next performance here at NSU."
Janelle Alvarez, sophomore
biology major and dancer in Rotaract Club's World Dance act said,
after her team made it to the finals
on Thursday, "I'm super excited to
move forward tomorrow. It's really,
really, really, been a great experience. We put a lot of hard work into
our dance and this is one of my favorite memories."
After the Thursday semifinals, the six teams announced to
advance to the final round were the
Sharkettes, Urban Renaissance, The
Riff Tides, Signing Sharks, Rotaract
World Dance and Lambda Theta Pi's
piano, vocal and dance act.
In the finals, the female acapella group, The Riff Tides, won first
place and $1,000 for their organization. The female dance team, The
Sharkettes, came in second, winning
$500. And Rotaract Club took third
place and $250.
Jannise Castillo, Riff Tides's
beat boxer said, "I'm ecstatic! We
worked so hard and we all put so
much effort into this and to see it
come to life is such a payoff. We
all have made such a strong bond
through this."
Castillo also said that she's
thankful for prize moneY,as the club
plans to use it well.
She said, "We didn't have any
money before. So the first thing I
think we need are club t-shirts. Being
able to have something for our club
is really nice," she said.
Urban Renaissance member
Stacey Gaspard, a senior double majoring in communication studies and
theater, said, "We didn't win, but it
was great experience. Every competition you enter, you won't win.
But one day, we'll shine .. , We just
started this semester and next year,
we are just going to keep getting better and we'll have more time to collaborate with others too."
After her time as a judge, Gal-

TAKEN BY A. YORA

The Riff Tides sung their a capella interpretation of top hits to become this year's "NSU's Got Talent'''s
champions.

TAKEN BY A. YORA

Second place winners, the Sharkettes performed a high energy hip hop dance to R&B, hip hop, pop and
rap songs.

TAKEN BY A. YORA

Third place winners, Rotaract's World Dance team, perfonmed a humorous dance melody to intemational
hit songs.

ladian said, "I am truly impressed
with the level of talent among Qur
students and I think it shows the

--

countless hours they practiced to
really- put together a really wellrounded show."

"Bridging the diversity" through
artistic sidewalks
BX: ~~.~~~~ ................ .
Earlier this month, the Community Foundation of Broward's Art
of Community program awarded a
$100,000 grant to the city of Hollywood, Fla. to create new artistic
sidewalks, with a goal of bringinging
together diverse groups within the
. city's community.
Broward County has 1. 7 million
residents, more than the statewide
population of 13 U.S. states. Across
its 1,200 square miles, it has one of
the richest diversities of people with
different backgrounds and cultures
in the country.
But, according to Thor Barra-

clough, chief communications officer of the Community Foundation
of Broward, the diversity has also
fragmented the community. He said
that people rely on their cars and
mobile devices, leaving communal
walkways and community conversations neglected.
"Residents sometimes have a
difficulty connecting with each other," said Barraclough.
Through the Art and Culture
Center of Hollywood, a chief artist
will be hired to lead the sidewalk
project. But community members
and leaders will get the chance to
decide where the sidewalks will be
built. Additionally, the chief artist

will recruit residents to take part in
creating the sidewalks.
Called "walkable art", the
sidewalks will not be typical gray
pavements. Residents will paint
and decorate the sidewalks in the
effort of creating a personal and
permanent masterpiece.
Barraclough said, "We are trying
to use art as a glue to bring folks together, and that requires engagement
of citizens. Folks in these neighborhoods thrive with these projects."
Ft. Lauderdale residents have
already begun work on a mural funded by the Art of Community. The
mural on Ft. Lauderdale's 13th Street
corridor, between Powerline Road

and Federal Highway, is of a vibrant
cityscape of the town.
The Community Foundation of
Broward Art of Community has also
created grants for other art and civicengagement endeavors in Broward
County. In Lauderhill, YMCA will
be using grant money to create community artwork on a walkway above
the Florida Turnpike. And the Florida
Initiative for Suicide Prevention will
,be using grant money to create a
multimedia theater production, with
a goal of reducing suicide rates in
Wilton Manor's LGBT community.
Barraclough said "The sidewalk
project is a terrific approach to not
just improved community through
creating visible walkable art in Hollywood, but it will also create a feeling of engagement and ownership in
our neighborhoods."

He hopes that the community
will become a safer environment,
thanks to the open communication
and support among residents as they
collaborate to make large, artistic,
personal displays of the sidewalks.
According to Barraclough,
The Community Foundation of
Broward Art chose to focus the
project on art because it requires
critical thinking, interacting and
collaborating with others.
"We are not creating art for
art's sake," Barraclough said. "Art is
the byproduct of bringing neighborhoods together."
For more information on the Art
of Community program, including
how to get involved, visit cfbroward.
org or call 954-761-9503.
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'S pice up your life,at
BJ.: ~~t;J:t;~~~~ ............. .
From the moment I entered
the door, I was made to feel welcome. The hostess' joyous greeting was the beginning of a special
dinning experience.
Located in Ft. Lauderdale,
Thai Spice has won many awards
throughout the years and it's easy
to see why. The restaurant is consistent with creative, tasty dishes
and chic atmosphere. It would be a
perfect place for a romantic date or
a work lunch.
My server was upbeat and
friendly and offered some great
suggestions. I started my meal with
warm sake, a Japanese alcoholic
beverage, which helped me relax
after a long day. Sake-lovers will
love Thai Spice's new drink menu,
which includes saketinis, beers and

wines ($7).
According to my server, the
crispy calamari ($15) in a light chili
sauce is very popular: So, I gave it a
try and found the crispy rings in the
sweet sauce to be very addictive.
We also tried the crab cake
($12). Loaded with basil and chunky
fresh crabmeat, it was one of the best
crab cakes I have ever had. I was
surprised that a Thai food restaurant
would have such great seafood.
We next had a seafood roll
($10) and split the blue crab Tom Ka
($9) - a creamy coconut broth filled
with blue crab pieces, mushrooms,
fresh lemon grass and scallions with my cousin. I've had chicken
Tom Ka before, but the crab meat
elevated this soup to the next level.
Our next order was cowboy

steak ($42), which my server highly
recommended. According to him, the
IS-ounce prime bone-in ribeye chop
was dry-aged for 30 days and marinated in secret exotic herbs and ginger garlic soy sauce and grilled over
an open fire.
The steak was served with a
side of Jasmine rice and sauteed baby
bok choy, and came with Tiger Tear
dipping sauce, which I found slightly
spicy, but also sweet. The steak was
tender and juicy and just as delicious
as it sounds. The large portion is a
plus for steak lovers.
My cousin ordered the Chilean
sea bass ($26), which was sauteed
with baby bok choy and baby shitake
mushrooms, and topped with coconut cream, sauce and basil. Everything we had earlier was delicious,

TAKEN BY A. JENSEN

The seafood at Thai Spice will leave you wanting more.

but this was the definite highlight of
our dinner. My cousin barely even
likes seafood and he kept digging
into my plate. The sea bass truly
melted in my mouth and the fantastic coconut cream sauce had a light
curry flavor that I can still taste.
For dessert, my cousin and I
split the fried bananas served with
coconut ice cream and a mini bananas foster cake ($9). Both were sweet
and satisfying.

Overall, our dinner was something to remember. With great service, moderate to expensive prices
and incredible food, it's easy to find
something special in every dish.
Thai Spice is located at 1514
East Commercial Blvd in Fort Lauderdale. For more information, call
954-771-4535.

The Arena at the Don Taft University Center was packed with music and energy on March 23 for the annual Shark Jam concert, featuring rappers Kendrick Lamar and Busta Rhymes.
According to the Office of Student Activities, which planned the event, about 1,SOO tickets were pre-sold. Rhymes and Lamar performed their R&B and hip hop hits, as the audience - made up mostly of
students - cheered, danced and sung along.

TAKEN BY C. ALFONSO

Special effects colored lighting was used to transform the arena into a concert stadium worthy of Rap icons.

TAKEN BY C. ALFONSO

TAKEN BY M. CASING

Busta Rhymes and his "stage buddy" playa humorous game on stage.

Kendrick Lamar looks out over the audience for his number 1 fan.
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The sequester .c omesto ·NSU
BX ~~~~ )~~~~.~............. .
It is yet another symbolic, inyour-face ~olitical gesture from the
fever swamp of foolishness we call
Washington, D.C. If you want to see
why the entire sequestration idea is
stupid, you would have to look no
further than the anounced ending of
tuition assistance to active members
of the U.S military enrolled in colleges this fiscal year.
It is wrong that these indiscriminate cuts will force many of
our classmates to either pay tuition
themselves or drop out of classes.
The federal government funding the
Military Tuition Assistance Program
makes good sense and is the right
thing to do.
If you don't know what sequestering is, it is about to hit the
lives of many Americans. The sequester was an idea dreamt up in
the confines of the Oval Office
between President Obama and
congressional leaders that cuts
$1.2 trillion in spending over the
next 10 years. The cuts are divided
evenly between the military budget
and domestic spending programs.
In 2011, congressional leaders
and the White House agreed on the
infamous sequester to avoid a selfimposed fiscal emergency like raising the debt ceiling. They agreed to
set up sequestration to be so detestable and ridiculous that not even
they would stoop so low as to actually let it come to pass. Fast forward

The sequester interferes with our military students' education.

to today, and they have indeed gone
that low.
Its effects will be felt by our active duty members. How unfair it is
for those who have signed up to defend our country and our freedoms to
become victims of the very government they swear to defend?
According to the Army Times,
About 201,000 soldiers are receiving
tuition assistance from the military
this year. Many will have to pay tu-

ition for summer and fall semesters
out of their own pockets if something
is not done.
Already many state legislatures, like New York and Missouri, have introduced legislation
that would give all students at state
schools who serve in the military
a discount in the amount they received prior to the sequester.
Additionally, U.S Senators
James Inhofe from Oklahoma and

A vote will need to be taken
in the U.S House of Representatives before it can be signed by the
President.
While these proposals are good
signs, it has been shown time and
time again that we can't depend upon
partisan legislatures to act in the best
interest of the people. The responsibility to help our fellow classmates
should fall upon the colleges that
they attend, if nothing is ultimately
done in D.C or the state capitals.
Several private colleges around
the country have introduced plans
to offer tuition discounts for military members affected by the cuts.
Southern New Hampshire University, Columbia College and Methodist
University, among others, have announced that they will provide scholarships or defer tuition to all active
duty members hit by the tuition assistance cuts for the upcoming term.
NSU administration would
do right by its military students
COURTESY OF GOARMY.COM
by instituting similar assistances. These students' educations
shouldn't be interrupted because
Kay Hagen from North Carolina
have passed an amendment to direct
the politicians in Washington can't
the Department of Defense to restore
get their act together.
tuition funding.
Military students have earned
educational benefits because of their
"This is an earned benefit that
great sacrifices during the longest
not only assists in recruiting and rewars in American history. Many of
tention efforts for our all-volunteer
these student soldiers have fought in
force, but it also improves the lives
of our men and women as they seek _ the deserts of Iraq and Afghanistan
and they deserve better. In fact, they
leadership opportunities within the
deserve an education.
military," Inhofe said in a statement,
after Senate passage.
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Why aren't Americans into soccer?
By: Alex Gruber
The NCAA Men's Division I
Basketball Championship is in full
swing and, as usual, is capturing
attention across the country. It certainly deserves this attention, as every year, the event nicknamed March
Madness throws a new surprise at us.
However, thousands of miles
away, there's another major annual
competition that is capturing the
minds of all of Europe: the UEFA
Champions League.
Touted as the world's greatest
soccer tournament outside of FIFA's
World Cup held every four years,
the Champions League brings the
best club sides in Europe together
in an epic tournament that runs from
September to May. A field of 32 will
slowly but surely get whittled down
to two, and the last teams standing
will converge on London's Wembley
Stadium for a thrilling cup final.
Yet somehow, this momentous
tournament, one which captivates
an entire continent and beyond, goes
relatively unnoticed in the United
States. How is that even possible?
There are a number of factors
in play here. The first, most obvious
factor is that the average American
sports fan has neutral or negative
feelings towards soccer, a sport
known to most of the world as football. Of course, we Americans are so
ingrained in what we call footballthe kind with helmets and pads and

COURTESY OF SOCCERWORLD.COM

Americans just aren't that into soccer as a nation.

very little actual usage of feet - that
we don't want something invading
our traditions.
Then there's the idea of people
not liking soccer for the way it's
played, which is a ridiculous notion
in its own right.
Search through social media
during a big game and see a non-soccer fan ridicule the network broadcasting it, going on about how the
game is boring or about how players
dive at every opportunity and every
game ends 0-0. They'd rather watch
their toenails grow than watch soc-

cer. Well, let them be, while the rest
of us bask in "the beautiful game".
Soccer is by no means boring.
When some clubs, like Spanish giants Barcelona, try to control possession of the ball, calculating the right
passing lanes and striking when the
moment is right, maybe it comes off
as such. But it's not really boring as
much as it is a thinking man's game.
Until, of course, the fouls start flying
and, inevitably, the players follow.
Diving is certainly a problem,
but it's not quite as frequent as some
people think. And besides, I'm sure

On the Scene:

most of these complainers would do
the same in the players' positions,
trying to gain favorable calls. Going
to ground under little contact is part
of the game. Referees call what they
see; if it looks like a foul, then it's
probably a foul.
Yes, the more blatant incidents
are tough to watch, even if the offender does get shown a yellow card,
as is often the case. In the end, that's
just the players going out of their
way to help their team win.
The biggest factor, I feel, is
the fact that the U.S . hasn't exactly

had a hotbed of success in the sport.
Our national team has made it to the
quarterfinals of the World Cup just
once since passing that point in the
inaugural competition, way back in
1930. Major League Soccer was an
offspring of hosting the World Cup
in 1994, in which the United States
finished eighth, but the league hasn't
quite blown up as it was supposed to.
Only recently has the league gained
a lot of publicity, if only for the
fact that in.. 2007, former England
international star David Beckham
showed up to play in Los Angeles
amidst much hype. Admittedly, the
quality of play is somewhat lower
in the MLS than in Europe's biggest
leagues, where players are groomed
nearly from birth to become worldclass players.
In the U.S ., we just don't seem
to have that sort of interest in the
sport, seeing as how games created
within our borders have been our traditions for generations. But if we can
get invested in a global phenomenon
like the Champions League, it could
set the path for parents raising their
kids to enjoy soccer, which in tum
could give us a generation of kids
invested in the game enough to make
our country a soccer powerhouse.
In a football-driven world,
we're lagging behind. And that needs
to change, and watching the best is
the perfect place to start.

Due to the sequester's cuts on college tuition for
students in the military, should NSU .reduce this
semester's tuition costs for affected students?

The sequester is $85 billion in cuts across government agencies over seven months. The sequestration also
includes $109 billion in cuts over the following eight years. The drastic cuts were mandated after Democrats
and Republicans failed to reach an agreement on budget deficit reduction. One of the things cut was college
tuition assistance to students in the military
Unfortunately, if they wait on the
government, they could be waiting awhile. So
it wou ld be a good thing for NSU to provide
those military students with a free semester,
but it might require more than just one ~;;..;..-..I_--.io_ _~_ _..o..-_ _
semester." Mario Fuentes, senior
"I don't think it something that
business management major
NSU can address just for one
group of students. Most people
don't know what the sequester
means and they might think it
is unfair to other students."
Corey Allen, sophomore
computer science major
"They have committed to serving in
the military and to deny them their
education is wrong. So, yes, I would
be in favor of it. There is a currency
above money and these troops
deserve recognition and help from
the university." Lindsey Goldstein,
junior education major

-•
"Those that have served our
country should not be
punished because the
politicians can't decide what
to do. So yes, that is
something NSU should look
into." Mick Metz, first-year
MBA student

"Yes, I think they should get some
sort of benefit if the federal
government can't pay for their
tuition. They signed an agreement to
serve the nation and get certain
things for that service. It should be
kept." Victoria Onarsky, first-year
optometry student

