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Naomi D'Alessio 
co-authors biology textbook 

On the list of three authors in the 
Silver Burdett Biology book for 
1986, there is one name familiar to 
our Nova community: Naomi 
D'Alessio. Naomi has been with The 
University School for the past four 
years in the capacities of science 
teacher, chairperson of the science 
department, and currently, as 
director of the Upper School for 
grades 11 and 12. 

work and sent in her copy. She was 
chosen and for two years sent in 30-
page chapters, complete, on monthly 
deadlines. 

The result of her efforts and those 
of the co-authors, was a textbook 
that placed in the top five in every 
county in Florida as the biology 
textbook of the year; a book that has 
been highly praised in California for 
its treatment of evolution. In 
Naomi's words, the book is flexible 
enough to be used for the average to 
the above-average classroom 
situation without sacrificing 
readability and provides the teacher 
with the option of teaching biology 
systematically (evolution ofthe 
systems) or phylogenetically 
(evolution of the phylas). The 
photographs are beautiful and 
inspiring and the illu strations and 
diagrams are precise and well­
captioned. 

Once again, a person from our 
Nova community has left a mark in 
the world of education. 

(continued/rom page 19) 

powerful hearing aids now bring 
audible sound to children who in the 
past would have faced a lifetime of 
silence. 

Judy Bowen (Thacher): It 's 
probably the most rewarding 
teaching experience I've had 
because you see daily the li ght go on 
and all of a sudden the child knows 
something that they hadn't known 
before or says something that they 
hadn't said before, and it's just very, 
very exciting. 

Ford: Each year it costs fifteen 
thousand dollars to educate a child at 
the Oral School, although tuition is 
only a fraction of that amount 
because the school and its members 
and supporters work hard to raise 
funds to help parents pay for their 
children's fees. And the Oral School 
takes pride in never turning away a 
child who has the potential to be 
taught there. 

Naomi comes to us from New York 
where she collaborated in the 
writing of the New York Regents 
exam and the state syllabus for high 
school biology. So it was that when 
Silver Burdett was looking for top 
science teachers to write their 1986 
textbook edition, Naomi's name 
came up and she was traced to 
Florida. What she did not know at 
the time was that Silver Burdett had 
recruited 60 individuals and that of 
those, only three would be chosen to 
be the co-authors of the textbook. 
Her assignment: write a 30-page 
chapter on genetics, complete with 
teacher resource guide, tests, and 
laboratory activities. Oh, yes ... in 
two weeks. She loved it ! Based on 
class notes (for "in our hearts, we, as 
teachers, have all written the perfect 
book"), college books, and current 
scientifi c magazines, Naomi went to 
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Although much has been written 
about the "electronic classroom," 
little in the way of implementation is 
in evidence . An exception to this can 
be found in the Nova program. The 
program depends heavily on the use 
of microcomputers, modems, and 
telecommunications networks in 
conjunction with a supermini 
computer host. Students from 26 
different states, including Alaska, 
conduct their online classwork in 
coordination with lecturers who 
teach the seminars. Students 
complete their online work using the 
tools of UNIX, and they do offline 
work using a portable computer with 
its word processor and other 
utilities . 

Benefits ofthe worldwide 
electronic community of Nova 
University are-

1. Electronic mail that speeds 
communication and gives rapid 
feedback on learning problems, 
reduces paperwork, allows storage 
and retrieval of student records, and 
helps provide a better 
understanding of policies and 
procedures 

2. Computer conferences that 
support discussion of issues and 
concepts before seminars, allow 
contributions on topics over a period 
of weeks or months, and provide a 
means for program development and 
evaluation 

3. A diverse set of UNIX tools 
that supports rapid retrieval of 
information required for learning 
and writing improvement tools that 
enhance communication of'ideas 

4. Computer-assisted instruction 
that provides rapid feedback to 
students and a log of students' 
progress 

5. An online environment that 
provides an ideal setting for 

. students to share completed projects 

Residency on campus is not 
required. Instead, students are 
r equired to stay on their jobs and 
use thei.r positions for the immediate 
application oftheories learned 
through the courses and seminars. 
This application insures the relevance 
of course work to the practical "real 
world" needs of participants. 
Admission to the program is 
restricted to those individuals who 
hold a master's degree in Library/ 
Information Science from an 
accredited university. They must 
also be currently employed in a 
Library/ or information center and 
have a minimum of two years of 
professional experience in the 
library or information science field. 

Students are required to attend 
four regional seminars each year of 
the three-year program. The 
content of the regional seminars is 
integrated with core courses, 
practicums, and field projects. Other 
requirements include four 
practicums, a major field project, 
and a comprehensive examination. 
Practicums are institutional 
research projects undertaken by 
students to address significant 
problems in their institutions or 
organizations. 

'This article was reproduced in i ts entirety 
with the permi ssion ojthe a'ttthors . It 
appea'I'ed in the September/October issue of 
Media and Methods , a magazine published 
i n Philadelphia, PA. 

The Dr. Kathleen Wright 
Scholarship fund 
by Fran Bohnsack-Lee 

The Nova Women's Student Forum 
of Nova College proudly announces 
the kick-off drive for its newly 
created scholarship fund in memory 
of Dr. Kathleen Wright. The fund 
was created to help defer costs of 
travel and participation for 
financially disadvantaged students 
with leadership potential to attend 
conferences focusing on Leadership 
Development Skills . 

The Nova Women's Student Forum 
is a group of men and women working 
together to improve the college and 
community t hrough developing 
leadership skills and concerned 
social awareness for women. 

In keeping with the spirit of Dr. 
Wright, the Women's Student Forum 
seeks to expand roles for women, 
today and in the future, by seeking 
opportunity and fairness in their 
social, familial, and professional 
interactions . 

The scholarship was named in 
memory of Dr. Kathleen Wright, one 
of Broward's leading activists and a 

leader in the fight for human rights. 
Her extensive travel to conferences 
on human rights issues and her 
efforts there helped establish her as 
a role model and allowed others to 
benefit from her knowledge. 
Because she was active in politics 
and served on the Broward County 
School Board, her experience was 
directly pertinent to the concerns of 
the Women's Forum. A Delta Sigma 
Theta Regional Representative, Dr. 
Wright was a member of Minx, 
Incorporated, a national black 
women's organization formed to 
raise the cultural level of minorities. 

While her presence is sorely 
missed, Dr. Wright's legacy, through 
the Nova Women's Student Forum 
Scholarship, will continue the 
important work she began. Those 
interested in contributing to this 
effort should contact Fran Bohnsack­
Lee at 475-7479 . 
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Nova University Receives 
its 1en-lear Reaffirmation of 

Accreditation by the 
Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools 
At the Annual Meeting of the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools held in New Orleans on December 
3rd, the Commission on Colleges granted Nova University 
its ten-year reaffirmation of accreditation to award 
bachelor's degrees, master's degrees, and doctoral 
degrees. The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
is one of six regional accrediting agencies. The ten-year 
reaffirmation of accreditation comes after an extensive 
review of all Nova University programs, including Nova 
field-based degree programs nationwide: The review 
process itselftook more than one-and-one-halfyears and 
members of the review team were made up of college and 
university officials from within the southern region, as well 
as nationwide. Nova University was first accredited in 1971. 
Its accreditation was reaffirmed in 1975 for ten years and it 
has now received its second ten-year reaffirmation of 
accreditation. Nova University was chartered by the State 
of Florida on December 4, 1964. 
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