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The field of qualitative research is robust and nuanced. While there are 

foundational standards to which all researchers hold, many intricacies regarding 

theory, methods, and analysis are influenced by differing training and 

expectations. These latter components are themselves often influenced by the 

norms of culture and geographic location. Researchers can learn much from 

international inquiry. In this introduction to the special issue of The Qualitative 

Report, “International Scholarship for Qualitative Theory, Methods, and 

Analysis,” we briefly consider the benefits and challenges that come from 

international scholarship. We then introduce the articles in the issue and their 

connection with the 2023 World Conference on Qualitative Research. 
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Introduction 

 

Rigorous, ethical, and high-quality qualitative research is conducted across the world. 

Many qualitative research journals welcome international submissions. In this special issue of 

The Qualitative Report, we highlight the international complexities of qualitative research. 

Qualitative researchers are trained to conduct quality research under principles often dependent 

upon the expectations of culture, community, and policy. Yet, qualitative research as an 

international discipline holds foundational criteria for quality and rigor such as the 

establishment of trustworthiness, ethical practice (often following guidelines from 

institutional/ethical review boards) and agreed upon methodological standards. 

 

Review 

 

Researchers can benefit greatly from reading and familiarizing themselves with 

international research. International approaches offer unique research perspectives, a diversity 

of methodological and theoretical tactics, and varied participant experiences that may not be 

accessible within one’s home culture or county. Studies completed in international contexts 

may result in robust and culturally unique findings (Guler et al., 2023). Access to international 

participant pools has opened dramatically with the increase of digital tools and spaces used for 

qualitative research (Hicks et al., 2021; Keen et al., 2022). Researchers may choose to conduct 

studies with international populations in their home countries or those who travel abroad to 

gain culturally unique insights into and experiences with a variety of research problems (Joseph 

& Hartwig, 2020; Liu et al., 2022; Wathen & Kleist, 2015). Researchers may also learn beyond 

research findings, including reflections on their own experiences working with international 

populations, international researchers, or in international settings (Brown et al., 2022; Kang, 

2020). 
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Researchers who conduct their studies internationally or with international populations 

in their home countries have unique challenges as well. They must consider how to form 

relationships with participants who have cultural norms which may be different from their own 

(Woodend & Arthur, 2023). For instance, researchers must be aware of practices that may be 

taboo in one culture but normal for another, greeting rituals, and cultural sensitives. If working 

with participants who speak different languages, they must consider the best practices for 

translation and representation (Abfalter et al., 2021). Finally, differing cultures have dissimilar 

infrastructure, and researchers must not assume that technologies or amenities widely available 

in one country will be accessible to all populations in another.  

 

Discussion 

 

This special issue contains manuscripts written from works accepted for presentation 

and discussion at the seventh World Conference on Qualitative Research (WCQR). The 

conference, held on January 25-27, 2023, in the Algarve, Portugal and virtually, is an 

international conference encouraging and accepting submissions from researchers across the 

world. WCQR 2023 was organized by the Escola Superior de Educação e Comunicação 

(ESEC) from the University of Algarve and Ludomedia of Portugal. The conference organizers 

also collaborated with several universities, research institutes, and companies which supported 

or sponsored the event. 

The conference's main topic was qualitative research, focusing on methodological 

considerations and how they relate to research questions, concepts, and findings. WCQR 2023 

covered seven core areas and four main application fields (Education, Health, Social Sciences, 

and Engineering/Technology) including rationales and paradigms of qualitative research, 

systematization of approaches to qualitative studies, qualitative and mixed methods research, 

data analysis types, innovative processes of qualitative data analysis, qualitative research in 

web contexts, and qualitative analysis with the support of specific software.  

 Twenty-nine authors from ten different countries, including Brazil, Costa Rica, 

Ecuador, Iceland, India, Italy, the Philippines, Portugal, South Africa, and the United States, 

wrote the articles published in this issue. López-Estrada and colleagues examine the 

perceptions of women about entrepreneurship in Costa Rica. Bryngeirsdottir and Halldorsdottir 

develop a theory of post-traumatic growth after intimate partner violence committed against 

men and women in Iceland. Finally, Avilés and colleagues researched healthy eating and 

physical activity campaigns for minors in Ecuador. In addition to multiple research locations, 

the articles’ topics show interdisciplinarity in areas such as tourism, child abuse, intimate 

partner violence, higher education, policy, psychology, computer assisted qualitative data 

analysis software, music education, nutrition, and digital tools and spaces for qualitative 

research. Akram and colleagues examine graduate and undergraduate student perspectives in 

Portugal. Moreno and colleagues scrutinize music education in Portugal. Finally, Pendharker 

and colleagues discuss the challenges to fieldwork that novice policy researchers face from 

their social identity and the socio-political context in India. The interdisciplinarity found in this 

issue represents the diversity of thought and practice of qualitative researchers on the 

international stage. 

 

Conclusion 

 

We acknowledge and appreciate the whole staff of The Qualitative Report for their 

assistance creating this special issue. With regards to WCQR 2023, Conceição Ferreira, Jaime 

Ribeiro, Fábio Freitas, Hugo Mártires, Mfanelo Ntsobi, Marisa Mártires, Grzegorz Bryda, King 

Costa, Elizabeth Pope, and Sónia Mendes deserve special recognition for their intricate and 
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delicate work on the scientific management, local logistics, promoting, publication, and 

financial issues. We would like to thank the additional reviewers and all the WCQR Program 

Committee members who were instrumental in guaranteeing the event's high standard of 

scholarship. Finally, we thank the authors and participants whose research and attendance 

helped make WCQR 2023 success, both in person and virtually.     

 

References 

 

Abfalter, D., Mueller-Seeger, J., & Raich, M. (2021). Translation decisions in qualitative 

research: A systematic framework. International Journal of Social Research 

Methodology, 24(4), 469-486. https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2020.1805549  

Brown, K. S., Farwell, T. M., Bender. S., Martinez-Suarez, A. A., Bouteller, S., Lambrechts, 

A. A., Lenowicz-Bukala, I., & Larasatie, P. (2022). “Part of something larger than 

myself”: Lessons learned from a multidisciplinary, multicultural, and multilingual 

international research team of academic women. International Journal of Qualitative 

Methods, 21, 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069211073209  

Guler, J., Stewart, K. A., de Vries, P. J., Seris, N., Shabalala, N., & Franz, L. (2023). 

Conducting caregiver focus groups on autism in the context of an international research 

collaboration: Logistical and methodological lessons learned in South Africa. Autism: 

The International Journal of Research & Practice, 27(3), 751-761. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/13623613221117012  

Hicks, N., Millar, R. J., & Girling, L. M. (2021). Conducting virtual qualitative research with 

international key informants: Insights from a research project. The Qualitative Report, 

26(9), 2857-2871. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2021.4909    

Joseph, D., & Hartwig, K. (2020). Insights from academics teaching international students in 

Australia. The Qualitative Report, 25(11), 4127-4145. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-

3715/2020.4476  

Kang, J. (2020). Confronting shifting identities: Reflections on subjectivity in transnational 

research. The Qualitative Report, 25(4), 937-946. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-

3715/2020.4327  

Keen, S., Lomeli-Rodriguez, M., & Joffe, H. (2022). From challenge to opportunity: Virtual 

qualitative research during COVID-19 and beyond. International Journal of 

Qualitative Methods, 21, 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069221105075  

Liu, K., Miller, R., Pollard-Durodola, S. D., & Ping, L. (2022). Racism and resilience: Counter-

narratives of Asian international college students in the age of COVID-19. The 

Qualitative Report, 27(12), 2977-3009. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2022.5297 

Wathen, C. C., & Kleist, D. M. (2015). Internationalization of counselor education: Lived 

experiences of US counselors-in-training abroad. The Qualitative Report, 20(1), 59-83. 

https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2015.1508  

Woodend, J., & Arthur, N. (2023). Qualitative research with former international students: 

Reflections on conceptualization, planning, and relational engagement. The Qualitative 

Report, 28(5), 1268-1281. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2023.6067 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2020.1805549
https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069211073209
https://doi.org/10.1177/13623613221117012
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2021.4909
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4476
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4476
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4327
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4327
https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069221105075
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2022.5297
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2015.1508
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2023.6067


Elizabeth M. Pope and António Pedro Costa                          2837 

Author Note 

  

Elizabeth M. Pope, PhD, MA, is the Interim Director of Research Compliance and an 

Associate Professor in the Educational Research program. Dr. Pope holds degrees in religion, 

with a specialization in Islam, a PhD in adult education, and the Interdisciplinary Qualitative 

Studies certificate from the University of Georgia. She is a qualitative research specialist. Dr. 

Pope's research interests lie in adult learning in interfaith encounters, transformative learning, 

teaching and learning research methods, and reflexivity in qualitative research. As a qualitative 

methodologist, she is interested in using digital technologies in qualitative research, qualitative 

meta-syntheses, and conversation/ethnomethodological analysis of interfaith conversations. 

Dr. Pope is a certified professional senior trainer in ATLAS.ti (qualitative data analysis 

software). Dr. Pope has taught classes in religion and now teaches educational research courses. 

Correspondence concerning this manuscript should be addressed to Elizabeth M. Pope, 

Department of Leadership, Research, and School Improvement, University of West Georgia, 

1601 Maple St., Carrollton, GA, 30118. Email: epope@westga.edu  

António Pedro Costa (https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4644-5879) is a principal researcher 

at the Research Centre on Didactics and Technology in the Education of Trainers (CIDTFF), 

Department of Education and Psychology of the University of Aveiro (Portugal). He holds a 

Ph.D. in Multimedia in Education and a post-doctorate at the same institution, with the project 

“Implementation and Evaluation of Instruments for Qualitative Analysis in Research”. He also 

collaborates with the Artificial Intelligence and Computer Science Laboratory (LIACC) at the 

Faculty of Engineering, University of Porto (Portugal). He is one of the researchers/authors of 

the qualitative data analysis software webQDA (www.webqda.net). He is the Coordinator of 

the Ibero-American Congress on Qualitative Research (www.ciaiq.org) and the World 

Conference on Qualitative Research (www.wcqr.info), which gathers more than 700 

researchers annually. He is the (co)author of more than 300 publications. Coordinated several 

projects with public and private funding worth more than 3 million euros. 

 

Acknowledgements: We have no conflicts of interest to disclose. The research 

represented in this manuscript was not funded by any supporting agency. 

 

Copyright 2023: Elizabeth M. Pope, António Pedro Costa, and Nova Southeastern 

University. 

 

Article Citation 

 

Pope, E. M., & Costa, A. P. (2023). Introduction for TQR special issue: “International 

Scholarship for Qualitative Theory, Methods, and Analysis”. The Qualitative Report, 

28(10), 2834-2837. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2023.6745 

 

mailto:epope@westga.edu

	Introduction for TQR Special Issue: “International Scholarship for Qualitative Theory, Methods, and Analysis”
	Recommended APA Citation

	Introduction for TQR Special Issue: “International Scholarship for Qualitative Theory, Methods, and Analysis”
	Abstract
	Keywords
	Creative Commons License
	Acknowledgements

	tmp.1698424617.pdf.7OnKX

