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Grand opening of NSU's Coral
Research ·Center
Oii/!,ina!fy published on J 0/02/12

!Vritten l!y: Debbie Mejia

····· ·········· ······ ············· ··
NSU opened the Center
of Excellence for Coral Reef
Ecosystems Research in Hollywood,
Fla. on Sept. 27.
President George Hanbury
and the new center's dean, Richard
Dodge, kicked off the grand opening
with a ceremony that included key
speakers, former U.S. Vice President
Al Gore; Congresswoman Debbie
Wasserman-Schultz; Director of the
U.S. Department of Commerce's
National Institute of Standards
and Technology Patrick Gallagher
and the Senior Science Advisor to
National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration Paul Sandifer.
Prior to the grand opening
ceremony, students, scientists, and
Hanbury scuba dived, and with
the help of oceanographic doctoral
candidate Elizabeth Larson, explored
the coral reef nursery.
Abby Renegar, also a doctoral
candidate from the oceanographic
center, said that the facility's
enhanced lab space and coral
nursery will better students'
research experiences.
Mahmood Shivji, who teaches
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NSU's 86,000 square foot coral reef facility is the largest research center of its kind in the U.S.

conservation biology and conducts
research with graduate students at the
. new facility's Guy Harvey Institute,
said that they · research marine
species and issues like oil spills, but
the facility is primarily focused on
coral reef ecosystem research.
Among the ceremony's 475
invitees were several commissioners,
Hollywood Mayor Peter Bober,

State Senator Elena Kagan, Guy
Harvey, and businessman H. Wayne
Huizenga. After the ceremony, the
86,000 square foot, $50 million
facility's opening was celebrated
with an ocean-themed reception and
personal tours.
NSU's . Senior Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer
Jacqueline Travisano said, "This

facility gives NSU students across
the country a unique nationally
recognized facility to study their
interest with professors and first
class research."
She envisions success and the
creation of a sister building in a decade.
Wasserman-Schultz called the
center "an investment on critical
research" and Gore congratulated NSU

on "all its leadership and research".
Sandifer said, "It is spectacular.
What we leave behind will shape the
world for our grandchildren."
In a final address . at the
ceremony, Hanbury said, "We
need to have leaders based upon
knowledge. Invest in a cause greater
than yourself."
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2013-2014 SGA
announced

Originally puhlisfzerl on 04/16/13

Andrea Kovachy, director
of student activities, said, "I am
confident The Shark Initiative
ticket
will
represent
their
constituents well. The members of
the ticket have served on SGA and
really advocate for undergraduate
students. I am pleased the Shark
Initiative Party still campaigned
and shared their vision with their
constituents. I believe they will do
wonderful things for the students
this coming year."
The new SGA members will
begin their term the first week of May.
Anyone interested in getting
involved with SGA can attend its
weekly meetings, Wednesdays at 3
p.m. in room 200 of the Rosenthal
Student Center.
Brookins said, "I would like
to thank all students for their
support. If it weren't for them, the
Shark Initiative would not exist.
It's an incredible honor and great
responsibility that I'm looking
forward to ."

H'1ittm l?Y: Debbie Mejia
The 2013-2014 Undergraduate
Student Government Association's
election opened on April 8 and
closed on April 10 with only one
party running for office, The
Shark Initiative Party.
Over
580
undergraduate
students voted and on April 11,
SGA announced the results during
the election results party at the
Don Taft University Center's
Flight Deck. Students gathered to
congratulate new President Daniel
Brookins, junior double major in
legal studies and philosophy.
Brookins said, "Students can
expect more Shark Pride on campus.
You can expect a revolutionized
organization funding system. And
you can expect to have a better
experience the next time you walk
into financial aid or academic
advising offices."
With 27 new members in
next year's SGA, Brookins is
looking forward to getting a
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The Shark Initiative Party was elected to office on April 11.

chance to work on his party's four
initiatives: increasing shark pride,
revolutionizing
organizational
funding, improving financial aid
and academic advising .
"I'm very serious about
accomplishing these initiatives,"
Brookins said.
Kelly
Scott,
sophomore

athletic training major who was
elected Vice President of Judicial
Affairs, said, "Students can look
forward to a bigger and better
Water Works, a more 'Sharkified'campus and community, and
major improvements in NSU's
financial aid and academic advising
departments. I am beyond excited

to become the new VP J of SGA
next year and ready to work hard to
benefit all undergraduate students."
Because the election was
uncontested,
the
Office
of
Student Activities did not conduct
interviews, but did review the
Shark Initiative Party's platform
and public relations materials.

New system for study room
reservations at the Alvin
Sherman Library

-C urrent
3301 College Avenue
Athletics and Student Affairs (ASA) Building, Room 105
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314-7796
nsucurrent.nova.edu

Originaf9; pubhshed on 01/23/!3

Mlritten !!)!: Faren Rajkwnar
The Alvin Sherman Library
introduced a new online study room
reservation system on Jan. 7. Rather
than waiting in line at the circulation
desk, students can now log onto
sherman.library.nova.edu/rooms to
reserve a room, up to two weeks
in advance.
Reservations can no longer be
made by phone or in person, but a
computer at the circulation desk is
now available for visitors to login and
make a reservation.
The old, in-person, reservation
policy allowed rooms to be checked
out for three hours at a time. Under
this new system, students are allotted
a maximum of two time slots per day,
for a total of four hours. This new
system aims to increase efficiency and
study room turnaround, as requested
by students, faculty and staff in
a recent survey conducted by the
library.
Dinos Andreou, director of
circulation, said, "The former
procedure we had in place was not
efficient, and the increasing demand
for private study space in the library
urged us to look into a new approach."
Reservations can be made
anywhere, from a computer or
smartphone, which appeals to
students like Davy Karkason, who
are always on the go and do not have
time to go to the library to check for
available rooms.
Karkason,
junior
political
science major, said, "It makes it much
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The new study reseivation website allows student to reseive rooms up to two weeks in advance.

easier because you don't have to guess
if there are rooms available. You
now have access to this information
from anywhere."
Andreou said that the new
system's use of technology will attract
more users.
"It is a service that is transparent
to everyone and eliminates a lot
of misunderstandings between the
users and staff," she said. "The firstcome, first-serve process we had in
the past was very outdated, to say
the least, and was not conducive with
today's users."
Since the debut of the beta
version of the system on Dec. 17,
there has been high traffic on the
site. Michael Schofield, web services
librarian, worked on all of the "frontend" parts of the project, which
includes HTML, CSS and Javascript.
He has been observing the increasing
rate of reservations, and is glad that
all of the work that went into the
system is paying off.

Schofield said, "Because the
room reservation is responsive, even
though it won't be totally mobileoptimized for another few weeks, it
looks like there is significant traffic
from all sorts of phones and tablets.
So that makes me happy."
Schofield said that many
students have responded positively
to the change, and are even making
suggestions for improvements on the
site. The study room reservation web
page currently features a chart for
each study room in the library, listing
the rooms' maximum capacity and
availabilities by time slots.
To reserve a room, NSU students,
faculty and staff visit the website and
enter their Shark ID number and
password. Broward County patrons
should use their last name and library
card number. University School
students can use their student login
and password, and alumni can use
their last name and NSU or HPD ID.
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President Hanbury hosts
Town Hall Meeting
Originally Jmhlislzed on Ol /23 I 13

Written by: Christopher
Hoffman & Tina Sears
There was standing room only
at NSU's fifth annual Town Hall
Meeting, hosted by President George
Hanbury, on Jan. 17 in the Arena Club
Room in the Don Taft University
Center. Hanbury was joined by staff,
faculty and deans from several NSU
colleges, departments and offices.
The meeting was held to give
students an opportunity to voice
their concerns or questions about
the university to administrators.
Hanbury told students that he will
email a summary of the questions
and answers to each of NSU's
28,000 students, from both the
undergraduate meeting and the
Jan. 15 meeting held with Health
Professions Division students.
There were over 100 students at
the President-run meeting, some of
whom voiced their concerns about
the university. Topics discussed
included the frequency at which
Shark Shuttles run, why the main
campus was among the last to
close during Tropical Storm Sandy,
and why a majority of campus
job opportunities are not open to
international students.

Vice President of Student
Affairs Brad Williams said that the
Town Hall Meeting is significant
because of its student-driven nature.

"It's important because what
the students were expressing were
all reasonable things, so the question
is 'how do we get better?," he said.
Student Government Association
President Christopher Mignocchi
brought up the issue of the slow
wireless internet connectivity that
students have been facing on campus.
Hanbury explained that when NSU
first installed wireless internet 10 years
ago, they only expected 30 percent
of students to connect. But now, the
campus is experiencing connectivity at
300 percent because nearly every NSU
student has three wireless devices. He
said that improvements are already
underway and should be completed by
the end of January.
Sara Gawish, senior business
administration major, asked about
the water used in the sprinkler
system on campus and was met with
applause from the audience. Gawish
said, "The sprinklers on campus ...
it's more than them just spraying
us, instead of the grass, but they are
actually ruining people's cars."
Vice President for Facilities
Management
Pete
Witschen
explained that NSU currently uses
well water in the irrigation system,
which is the cause of the damage.
Beginning this summer, the water
source will be switched to reused water,
in order to prevent future damage to
employees' and students' cars.
Gawish
also
expressed
concern that some members

of athletic teams are unable to
participate in commencement due
to conflicting sports schedules.
Hanbury said he will try· to do
something special for the athletes
who miss graduation ceremonies.
Freshman
biology
major
and Razor's Edge member Jason
Murphy was satisfied with how
Hanbury answered each student's
question. Murphy said that Hanbury
added background information
to each topic, for the benefit
of students who may have not
previously known about the issue,
before answering the question.
The president also brought
up topics of his own, including
the possibility of moving the
commencement ceremony to main
campus instead of the BB&T
Center formerly the Bank
Atlantic Center, constructing a new
research building near the Miami
Dolphins training facility, and the
administration's plans for NSU's
50th year celebration next fall.
Another concern of Hanbury's
was making sure that the university
follows its eight core values. He
stressed that he will use these values
to evaluate the performance of
school employees.
"We may do a lot of talking
about this vision and these core
values, but I want us to walk the
walk," Hanbury said.
He also wants to lead NSU
in doubling the undergraduate

TAKEN BY A. JENSEN

After a brief introduction, President Hanbury gave students the opportunity to voice their concerns.

student population. He plans on
accomplishing this task, in part,
with NSU's new marketing plan. He
showed the newest NSU television
commercial, hoping to gain feedback
from the meeting's attendees
The audience agreed with
Hanbury that the commercial
portrayed the school as having a
productive, yet fun environment.
Afterward, Haleigh Wilson,
sophomore
psychology
major,
said, "This town hall exceeded my
expectations. I was very pleased
with the variety of topics that were
covered in the questions that were

asked by the students, and the way
that President Hanbury thoroughly
addressed all of their concerns."
Hanbury will also host employee
town hall meetings through the end
of the semester at different locations
on and off campus, including the
Miniaci Performing Arts Theatre,
the Maltz Psychology Building
and six different Student Education
Centers. The next faculty town hall
meeting, open to faculty, staff and
administrators, is set for Jan. 25 at
the Miami SEC. The final meeting is
scheduled to take place on April 26
in the Maltz Psychology Building.

New organization proposes NSU
Veteran Center

Originalfypublished on 02/0.5/13

fViitten by: Debbie Mejia
NSU's newest organization,
Nova Student Veterans Association
(NSVA), has crafted a proposal to
create a veteran resource center
on main campus, sponsored by
the group's Founder and President
Kelsey Desantis.
NSVA is a university-wide
organization that aims to support
veterans - regardless of the military
branch served - who are now taking
on the roles of citizens, along with
students and future professionals. It
is also open to spouses and family
members of veterans. DeSantis,
sophomore business administration
major, started the group last semester.
Desantis said, "The primary
purpose of our organization is to bring
together all resources available for
those who have served our country.
Our goal is to create a competent
support system, development of a
networking connection database,
and create a solid starting point for
our student veterans to work with."
Students asserted in the
proposal that creating a veteran
resource center and having an
advisor for student veterans could
possibly increase NSU's rank when
it comes to veterans' preferred

2015, there will be over one million
veterans in the nation. DeSantis
envisions NSU as the number
one university that will be most
welcoming to them. She believes
that veteran resource center would
aid greatly in this goal.
The new center, as NSVA
describes, would be a place where
veterans can find resources in the
community, receive advice from
other veterans, and speak with a
veterans' counselor/advisor who
would help guide them in the
right direction, especially as these
individuals are transitioning from
military to student life.
DeSantis said, "We look
forward to giving back as we create
a community and a team of veterans
who help each other out."
Vtlma Rosario, a Navy veteran
with 25 years of service who is
pursuing a master's in education,
recently joined NSVA. Previously,
Rosario had conducted research and
wrote a paper for an educational
research class concerning the needs
of student veterans.
"With all due respect, I know
that Nova can do better at meeting
the needs of their Veteran students,"
Rosario said. "Kelsey is well aware
of [this] void and I applaud her for
her efforts in trying to remedy this."

a

COURTESY OF NOVA STUDENT VETERANS ASSOCIATION

NSVA Founder and President Kelsey Desantis with Vice Preisdent Jake Milkovich and member Shawn Martin

schools, and also help grow NSU's
undergraduate population.
NSVA Vice President and
Marine
Corps
veteran
Jake
Milkovich, first-year criminal justice
major, said "Leaving active duty
and entering back into the life of a
civilian catches you off guard when
the men and women you served with
are no longer around. I feel NSVA's
support is essential in bringing
student veterans together. Veteran

resource centers at colleges across
our country are proving to be more
than successful and it is our goal to
create NSU's first one."
The NSVA proposal has
received support from many NSU
faculty members and administrators,
including Vice President of Student
Affairs Brad Williams and Assistant
Dean of Student Development
William Faulker. The organization
hopes to meet with President George

Hanbury in the near future.
There are over 800 student
veterans on NSU's main campus
alone. But, according to DeSantis,
they have no easy way of
communicating with each other. She
created NSVA with the intention
of bringing them all together. So
far, the organization has recruited
over 40 veterans, including both
undergraduate and graduate students.
The proposal states that, in

- - - - ---i

4

News

May 17, 2013 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

NSU students to travel to
Ecuador on llledical lllission
Originally published on () 2/ 12/ ! 3

Tfritten ltP: Faren Rajkwnar
From March 2 to 10, 15 members
of NSU's Multicultural Association
for Pre-Health Students (MAPS) will
participate in a MEDLIFE medical
mission trip to Ecuador.
The students will work in
impoverished areas of the country,
increasing awareness of health issues,
participating in construction projects
and working to improi'Je locals' access
to medicine and education.
MAPS is raising funds to cover
the costs of the medical supplies and
donations for the trip. A fundraiser
at Menchie's frozen yogurt in Davie
will be held on Feb. from 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. Customers who mention "NSU
MEDLIFE" will have 20 percent of
_ their proceeds donated to the trip.
MEDLIFE is an international
nonprofit medical organization that
gives pre-health college students an
opportunity to work in less developed
countries. Unlike other well-known
humanitarian aid organizations that
have worked with NSU, such as
Samaritan's Purse, MEDLIFE is not a
religious-affiliated organization.
Faria Fatmi, junior biology
major, is looking forward to the trip as

an opportunity to serve others while
maintaining a tie to her career goal.
"As college students, we partake
in so many events just to ensure we
are in good standing when applying to
graduate school," Fatmi said. "In
the midst of this, we forget that
our long-term goal is centered
on the community we live in and
giving back."
MAPS President Nancy
Sarmiento, senior biology major,
introduced the organization to NSU
when she invited a MEDLIFE
representative to give several
presentations on campus.
Sarmiento said, "I had heard
great things about the organization
and the opportunities they create, so
I made it a goal to plan a mission trip
by the end of my senior year."
The number of students
participating in the trip increased
from five to 15 after the presentations,
adding NSU to the list of universities
with established MEDLIFE chapters.
"This is the first year MEDLIFE
is working with NSU, and I am so
excited for the opportunities this
organization can bring to students in
future years," said Sarmiento.
This spring break, the students
will be staying at a hotel in
Atacames, Ecuador, and will travel to

COURTESY OF N. BERMUDEZ

Members of the Multicultural Association for Pre-Health Students will travel to Ecuador during spring break.

Esmeraldas, Quito and Otavalo.
Noemi
Bermudez,
junior
biology major, said, "This trip will be
all the more special for me because I
was born in Ecuador. It is an amazing
opportunity to serve people while
visiting my beautiful country."
MAPS is still seeking donations
to fund its endeavor. Each student was
responsible for paying his or her own
travel fee from MEDLIFE of $679.50.
The fundraising efforts currently

underway are to raise money solely
for supplies and donations; such
as toys, vitamins, bandages and
medicine. Bermudez and Fatmi will
each use one of their suitcases to
transport the donated items.
Bermudez said, "We also had to
buy our airfare separately, which was
about $500 per person, but thankfully
we will all be traveling together."
This
trip
will
introduce
participants to real-world applications

of their studies, and is an opportunity
that many students are taking to gain
familiarity with their future careers.
Bermudez said, "Ultimately, I want
to -be a Christian medical missionary,
and this will be a taste of what I want
to do for the rest of my life."
To donate to the MEDLIFE
trip, visit MAPS's fundraising page
at
youcaring.com/mission-tripfundraiser/NSU-MEDLIFE-/39124

Oral Cancer Aw-areness 5k
""; Run/Walk-a-thon

{':;,;

- ..:-\.

Or(1;i~af{,;, published on 02/05/13

Hli-itten l!Y: Debbie Mejia
' Alpha
Omega
NSU's
International Dental Fraternity will
host an Oral Cancer Awareness 5k
Run/Walk-a-than at Central Broward
Regional Park in Lauderhill on Feb.
23 at 7:30 a.m.
About 500 participants are
expected and proceeds will benefit The
Truth Outreach Project, a non-profit
oral cancer awareness organization.
_Kara Slavik, president of the
College of Dental Medicine's class
of 2014, said that the main goal of
the event is to educate the public on
the importance of getting routine
checks for oral cancer.
"There is a higher death rate
with oral cancer than other, more
publicized cancers, but it is usually
diagnosed at a late stage," Slavik said.
The event's main coordinator,
dental student and Community
Service Chair of Alpha Omega Uyen
Nguyen, is a survivor of a stage-two
head and neck cancer called central
mucoepidermoid carcinoma. Nguyen
noticed signs of cancer in January
2012, when her periodontics rotation
partner brought a lesion to her
attention, but she was not officially
diagnosed until last August.
''With the busy schedule that we
had as second-year dental students,
I did not follow up, and I started
developing neuropathic-like pains,
which made it difficult to focus on

COURTESY OF
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Uyen Nguyen (middle row, second to the left) with fellow members of Alpha Omega

my studies," said Nguyen.
What she thought was just a
bruise turned out to be a two-and-ahalf-centimeter tumor.
"I kept asking, 'I am young and
healthy, so why me?'," Nguyen said.
Nguyen said that she recovered
from h~r surgery with strong support
from friends, family and NSU dental
faculty and staff, and she is now
determined to help others avoid the
'situation she found herself in.
The event's planning began

early in the 2012-2013 school year,
but, according to third-year dental
student and Alpha Omega President
Michael Gertsen, Nguyen's ordeal
inspired Alpha Omega to hurry along
the process.
Gertsen said, "We were both
excited about putting together this
event, but unfortunately, Uyen
also receiv,ed her diagnosis during
that same semester. Under such
circumstances, many would have
stepped back and let someone else

handle the major responsibility of
such a large scale event, but Uyen
did the opposite."
College of Dental Medicine
Dean Robert Uchin provided Alpha
Omega with funds out of his own
pocket to rent the park venue.
With the help of Professor Alston
Khadine, president and founder of
The Truth Outreach Project, and
Executive Associate Dean of the
College of Dental Medicine Peter
Keller, Nguyen and Alpha Omer,"

secured several sponsors for their
5k run/walk-a-than. In addition
to donations from several local
restaurants, Glaceau Vitamin Water
will provide beverages on the day of
the event. Design Forward Creative,
a local graphic design company,
worked with Nguyen to create the
event's t-shirt design and flyer.
''We've been doing a lot of work
and passing out flyers nonstop,"
Nguyen said. "We hope for a great
turnout and to make this event
meaningful to everyone."
Event
sponsors
Patterson
Dental, Benco Dental and Uynarnic
Dental Corporation are providing
supplies for dental faculty and
students to give free oral cancer
screenings to participants.
Gertsen said, "We hope to
make this an annual tradition, as oral
cancer awareness is important to all
of us in the dental profession. As the
'physicians of the mouth', we are
responsible for the detection and the
diagnosis of oral cancer."
Students, faculty, staff and
community members interested in
participating in the run/walk-a-than
can register in advance online by
searching "Oral Cancer Awareness
5k" at active.com, until Feb. 21 at
noon. The walk costs $25, plus there
will be a $1.50 park admission fee.
For more information or to sign up as
a volunteer, contact Uyen Nguyen at
un5@nova.edu. '
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NSU professor discovers new marine species
Or~ginalfyfiublished on 03/12/13

vV?itten l!Y: Debbie Mejia
After a three-week expedition to
Papua New Guinea, an island north of
Australia, Jim Thomas, professor and
researcher at the NSU Oceanographic
Center's National Coral Reef Institute,
discovered new species of feather stars,
sea slugs and amphipods - shrimplike crustaceans.
In December, Thomas led a
team - which included researchers
from San Diego's Scripps Institute
of Oceanography, the California
Academy of Sciences, the National
Botanical Gardens of Ireland and the
Paris Museum of Natural History to the Madang Lagoon, located on
Papua New Guinea's north coast.
Thomas had conducted previous
research in the South Pacific,
including Papua New Guinea, and
felt compelled to return for followup research. His research team hoped
to shine light on the human projects
harming the lagoon and its species,
such as mining operations and
tuna canneries.
In an interview with PR
Newswire, Thomas said, "Hopefully,
our discoveries will strongly
encourage governing bodies to
recognize
the
environmental
importance of the lagoon and work
to.stop the pollution."
Richard Dodge, dean and
executive director of the National
Coral Reef Institute, said, "It is a
tribute to skill and determination that
Dr. Thomas has been able to conduct

COURTESY OF J . THOMAS

Jim Thomas, left, after a dive in Papa New Guinea

his research under adverse conditions
and to also make outstanding
discoveries that can [contribute to]
our understanding of coral reefs, and
even all life, in the oceans."
Thomas said that, at one point,
scientists did not believe there were
reefs on the north coast of Papua
New Guinea, as it lacked the shallow
bays and lagoons that are typical of
most coral reef environments. But,
researchers eventually discovered a
lot cif biodiversity.
In a radio interview with
Australia's Pacific Beat program,
Thomas said that the biodiversity
of Madang Lagoon is very diverse,

though the details of its makeup are
mostly unknown. The reefs may
have developed 30 to 50 million
years ago.
One of Thomas' graduate
students, Stephanie Andringa, who
is pursuing a master's degree in
marine biology and coastal zone
management,
accompanied him
on the trip to collect amphipods,
fix
specimens
for
dissection
or microscope viewing, and help
identify multiple species of amphipods.
Andringa said, "Accompanying
Dr. Thomas to Papua New Guinea
allowed me to dive in one of the most
diverse marine ecosystems in the

world, and for that, I will always be
thankful. Through this experience,
I was able to meet and learn from
distinguished marine biologists
and develop friendships with many
wonderful Papuans."
After her travel experiences,
Andringa said she learned
that community outreach and
education is an integral part of
carrying out research.
''We were very excited. It is
a special moment to watch your
educator make further advancements
in their already successful car~r.
I was, and am, grateful to have
been a part of that discovery," said
Andringa. "I am very proud of him.
It takes an exuberant amount of time
and effort to carry out research in the
field, and Dr. Thomas still enjoys it
and tries to be involved with as many
research projects as possible. I see
many more discoveries in his future
and can only hope that my career
will be as successful as his."
After discovering a new
species, Thomas said that the
research must be formally described
and published in a recognized, peerreviewed scientific publication. The
research involves dissection under
a microscope, a formal description
of the unique species and studies to
determine relationships to known
species. Then, the specimens
collected, called holotypes, must be
deposited in collections to natural
history museums, so that other
scientists can examine them.
Thomas said, "It is quite an

honor. Whoever describes a species
get to select the name. In a place
like Papua New Guinea, I will select
a name that represents part of the
culture and people of the area where
the species was collected."
Charles Messing, professor of
biology at the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences, also discovered
new species when he accompanied
Thomas on a trip to Papua New
Guinea back in 1992.
Messing said, "His research
goes beyond the description of new
species, . because he investigates
the evolution of the entire fauna of
his research focus, the amphipod
crustaceans, in the context of the
geological history of the region.
Dr. Thomas' research on these
animals has significantly helped . to
reconstruct the complex geological
history of Papua New Guinea."
Thomas said that he's been
interested in marine biology since he
was young. He grew up in Miami and
learned to swim before he could even
walk. He teaches graduate courses
in ecology of the Belize Barrier
Reef and undergraduate courses in
oceanography and ecology.
Thomas said, "My advice to
students who want to be marine
biologists is to get out into the field,
investigate local marine systems,
and most importantly, take field
classes where you are actually
leaning in a marine environment
with a teacher that has specialized
expertise in a particular discipline of
marine science."

Ne-w- progrant Tobacco-Free
Policy
at NSU
for students
with autisn1
Original{J! publz'.rhed on 08/28/12
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Originat9, published on 04/02/13
Mlritten lry: Faren Rajkumar
Access Plus, a new NSUsupported college program created
by the Mailman Segal Center for
students with autism, will begin in
the fall 2013 semester.
According to Stephanie Belle,
marketing manager for the Division
of Applied Interdisciplinary Studies,
this program is for academically
capable students with autism, and
Access Plus will provide them with
services to support their academic
achievement and to facilitate
participation in campus life.
Sue Kabat, director of clinical
programs for the Mailman Segal
Center, has been working on the
program for about !}1ree years,
in conjunction with the Office of
Residential Life and Housing and the
Office of Student Disability Services
(OSDS). However, unlike present
OSDS programs, Access Plus will
provide autistic students with more
than just academic support.
"Our students will be in
the same classes as other NSU
students, and, most importantly,
will be encouraged to join clubs,
participate in campus events and
enjoy the full undergraduate college
life," said Kabat.
Each student will be paired

with an undergraduate or graduate
Kabat. "They have to go through the
student mentor, who will assist him
regular admissions process and meet
or her in getting to classes, joining
the same academic qualifications."
clubs and organizations, planning
An admissions team for
weekend activities and keeping his
Acces~ Plus will review each
or her dorm room organized.
student application, and once a
Weekly
workshops
will
student has been accepted into the
provide students with advice on time
program, housing and financial aid
management and career training,
arrangements can be made.
and daily two-hour study halls
For individuals who require
will be facilitated by peer mentors
special living assistance, OSDS
and program administrators. The . will use their most current psychoMailman Segal center is still
educational
evaluations
and
seeking a space to use as a study
medical reports to determine what
hall, as well as a supervisor for the
accommodations the student is
entire program.
eligible to receive. Weekly psychoKabat hopes that at .least eight
educational groups will be offered
students will join Access Plus in the
to students to focus on information
exchange, skill building and
fall semester; the program's launch
reflection upon individual academic
date may be pushed back if not
enough students apply.
and social progress.
The fee for Access Plus is $8,000
"But I would still like to start
per semester, which is in addition to
the program even if less students
enroll," said Kabot.
• NSU's undergraduate tuition. There
Because Access Plus is
are several financial assistance
a personalized program,
the
options available for students with
application process requires an
autism spectrum disorders, including
Supplemental Security Income
in-person, on-campus interview.
(SSI), Vocational Rehabilitation,
Students and families will also have
Medicaid Waiver, financial aid loans
the opportunity to tour NSU and
and private scholarships. Pell Grants
learn about the university's academic
and Perkins and Stafford Loans may
programs. Prior to the interview,
also be used to pay these fees.
students must apply to NSU using
the standard online application
For more information, contact
the Access Plus office at 954-262process.
"Students in Access Plus will
7168 or visit nova.edu/accessplus.
be like any other NSU student," said

by: Mnena lyorpuu

.NSU implemented a tobaccofree policy on July 1, prohibiting
smoking and the use of any form
of tobacco products on all NSU
campuses or properties.
According to Director of
Campus Recreation Tom Vitucci,
who served as the chair of the task
force committee that recommended
the policy, talks on NSU becoming
tobacco-free started in 2007. Surveys
and focus groups were used to find
out what people would think and how
they would respond.
There were about 5,000
respondents to the survey, 75 percent
of whom favored the proposal.
Vitucci said that concern for the
health of every individual was the
reason behind this decision, due to
the dangerous health risks associated
with tobacco use.
With the new policy in effect,
the NSU Area Health Education
to
provide
Center
continues
cessation services to smokers who
want to quit. Assistant Director for
Tobacco Cessation and Training
Steve Bronsburg said that, since the
implementation of the policy, there
has been a significant increase in class
size. It has grown from about four
participants in the past to 10.
In addition, The Quit Smoking
Now program, which is run by
doctoral students in the psychology
program, offers free services to the
NSU community and the public.
Bronsburg said, "This new
policy encourages smokers to quit. A

vast majority of tobacco users want
to quit and, with this new policy, they
are motivated to do so. Also, having
the resources and services to easily
accessible here at NSU is also an
added advantage."
Mathew Competiello, program
manager at the American Lung
Association in Fla, said that ALA
supports the new policy and is
thankful to everyone responsible for
its implementation.
"This is a model that I envision
other colleges in Broward County,
Florida, and even the rest of the
nation, to look into," he said.
Vitucci expects
all NSU
community members, as well as
visitors, to comply with the policy.
People should remind any violators
that this is a tobacco-free campus, if
they feel comfortable approaching
them, or simply report them to
public safety.
"Like any other violation, we
would like people to report it," said
Vitucci.
He is hoping, however, that
people will voluntarily comply.
He also said NSU community
should soon expect the creation of
more events, programs and services
that promote the health of the NSU
community.
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Follow these tips to avoid your gas tank eating up all your cash.

Original("; published on 09/25/12

Written by: Saily Regueiro
You might have heard the
common tricks for getting more
mileage out of a tank of gas: Slow
down, keep your tires inflated, and
make sure the car is not carrying
too much weight. But, as college
students looking to save money, this
is not all you can do to stretch your
fuel dollars. Here are some simple
techniques that can help you save at
the pump.

Find a detour
If there is going to be
construction on your usual route

that makes the road bumpy or more
difficult to drive on, find an alternate
way to go. Even if the new path
is longer, you will actually save
money on gas. Why? According to
fueleconomy.gov, rough roads slow
your car, reducing fuel efficiency
by up to 30 percent. To find out if
the path you plan to take includes
construction, visit traffic.com.

Pick a lane
Research done by car.com
shows that drivers who stay in one
lane get two to three miles more per
gallon than divers who frequently
change lanes. This is because sudden
acceleration and braking that occurs
by passing other cars and switching

lanes gives car engines more work to
do, which bums up gas faster.

Avoid talking on the phone
Studies by autos.com show
that talking on cell phones while
driving, even while using a headset
or speaker phone, is distracting. You
are more likely to commit driving
errors that waste gas, such as hitting
your brakes harder because you did
not notice a traffic slow-down in
front of you, driving faster than you
intended, missing a tum you were
supposed to make or getting lost.

Avoid idling
Idling is spending time doing

nothing or moving aimlessly.
According to fueleconomy.gov,
idling can use a quarter to a half
gallon of fuel per hour, depending
on the engine size or air conditioner
use. Tum off your engine when
your car is parked and avoid simply
driving around for no reason to avoid
wasting fuel.

Plan ahead
l\tlake sure you have enough
time. If it takes 20 minutes to drive
to school, plan on leaving early
enough to arrive with some time to
spare. By having extra time to get
to school, you will not be rushed
and tempted to use your gas pedal

to take care of the time crunch.
By simply taking the time to plan
ahead, you can save fuel.

GasApps
If you are tech savvy, there are
also some apps that can help save
money and gas.
Gas Buddy: This app maps and
lists gas stations in the area and is
sorted by price and distance.
Gas Cobby: This app helps
track your gas mileage, keeps track
of your vehicle's maintenance and
sends service reminders.
Waze: This app uses real-time
traffic updates to help you steer clear
of traffic jams.
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Written b_y:
Danielle Yokemick
Danielle Yokemick is a freshman
undecided major from Long Island.
When she first came to NSU in fall
2012, she was nervous and unsure
about her place in the university.
But, as the year has progressed, she
has ~ourished as a highly involved
student, enjoying all the excitement
that college has to offer.
Going into my freshman year,
I was like most new NSU students,
feeling lost and awkward. I thought
that college was going to be the
hardest obstacle in my life, but
despite that, I was· ready to make
friends and have the time of my life.
I had no intentions of being involved
in anything extracurricular; I just
wanted to have a good time. Isn't
that what every student entering
college wants?
College has allowed me to have
the freedom I had always wanted.
I've made friends and my professors
are more helpful than I could have
ever imagined. Although each of my
courses has provided obstacles, the
assignments have all been explained
thoroughly and classes haven't been
as agonizing as I had pictured them.
Although my freshman year was
undoubtedly different than high
school, I quickly began to love it.
I thought leaving home would
mean that I'd lose everyone around

me. But it only meant that I've
realized who my truest friends are.
And, more importantly, I've met best
friends whom I will cherish for the
rest of my life.
The transition from high
school to college will teach you not
only about yourself, but about the
relationships most important to you.
And get this - you will even start
thanking your parents.
After my first few weeks at
NSU, things were going great, but I
began to crave more. I loved making
friends and being on campus, but
something was still missing. Before
I knew it, I desperately wanted to get
involved; I just didn't know how. I
considered "going Greek" by joining
a sorority. I attended events and new
member meetings for organizations
that interested me.
Eventually, I began involved
with
undergraduate
Student
Government Association, which
seemed pretty cool at orientation. I
later went to an interview and was
chosen for a position as freshman
council member. I attended meetings
regularly and knew immediately that
that I loved it. I contributed to ideas,
resolutions and discussions as much
as possible.
Before I knew it, my hard
work paid off; I was on Student
Government officially, as an
organizational standards board
member. I couldn't vote with the

senate, but I still had important
responsibilities. I worked diligently
in my new position and was soon
surprised to find out that I had been
promoted to freshman senator. I was
ecstatic about the promotion because
that meant I had constituents. I could
write bills and resolutions and, most
importantly, my vote counted. It
felt so wonderful to make such a
dramatic transformation from
uninvolved to SGA member - only
half-way through my first year of
college.
SGA helped to affiliate me
with other organizations on campus
that I normally would never have
considered getting involved with
when I first came to NSU. I went
to many different events and truly
broke out of my shell.
The best thing I did was
try new things. This landed me
the opportunity to work as the
undergraduate
representative
for the NSU Crisis Relief Task
Force. l\tly opinions, feedback, and
suggestions are heard in formal
meetings with select NSU deans,
faculty, staff and students. This has
been an exceptionally rewarding
opportunity because I get to build
relationships with amazing leaders
on our campus.
Additionally, SGA gave me
the opportunity to get involved and
volunteer. By demonstrating my
leadership skills, I was selected to

receive a special scholarship, The
Huizenga Celebratory Scholarship.
Throughout the year, I've
worked for two departments on
campus; The Office of Student
l\tledia and the phonathon center.
Both of these jobs have helped me
to learn more about NSU and grow
_as a professional. I've worked with
alumni, graduate students, "The
Current" staff members and more.
I have come to know innumerable
amounts of people who have taught
me so much along the way. Working
on campus is fun and convenient, and
has allowed me to meet new people
at NSU, including advisors and
supervisors. It can be very beneficial
to have these connections.
With this school year coming
to an end, I can honestly say "I did
it!" I started out with no desire to get
involved, but now I am involved in
so many things. After running for
SGA again, I now hold the position
of Inter-Organizational Council
(IOC) Chairperson and senator.
I look forward to working with
organizations and helping people to
get involved.
I have made a connection with
the university that I never would have
established if I didn't get involved. I
am grateful for all that I have learned
throughout my freshman year. l\tly
advice to incoming students is to
take risks, get involved and try
things you would never normally
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Danielle Yokemick found her school spirit at NSU.

you never know where it
may lead you. Do not be afraid to
try something new. I went from
wanting college to be about partying
to being an SGA member, IOC
Chairperson, scholarship winner,
Dean's list recipient, undergraduate
representative for Crisis Relief,
President's 64 nominee and more. I
had no idea I was even capable of
all these accomplishments. As my
mother once told me, "Take a chance.
You just might surprise yourself."
try;
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Hiritten qy: Saily Regueiro
When Lenore Walker started
studying psychology over 40 years
ago, she never expected to be
credited for discovering battered
woman syndrome.
Walker is a professor at NSU's
Center for Psychological Studies
and the coordinator of the clinical
forensic psychology concentration.
Originally from the Bronx,
New York, Walker grew up during
the 1950s and 1960s, when it was
assumed that women would grow
up to become teachers or nurses.
"It wasn't expected that women were going to work and they
were certainly not going to have a
career, so I was going to become a
school teacher," said Walker.
Walker enrolled at Hunter College in Manhattan with the intent of
becoming a school teacher. However, she soon learned that the school
did not offer an education major, so
she decided to study psychology.
After graduating with a bachelor 's degree in psychology, she decided to continue her education and
enrolled at the City College of New
York, where she received her master 's degree in education.
Walker then moved to New
Jersey where she thought about becoming a school psychologist - a
job that would allow her to blend
education and psychology. But, at

that time, a specialist or doctorate
degree was required to become a
school psychologist in New Jersey.
So Walker decided to attend Rutgers
University, where she received her
doctorate in school psychology.
After her time as a school psychologist, Walker continued to work
with children at Rutgers's mental
health center, where was asked to
run psychology programs.
"I was designing innovative
programs to really help these children do well in school. We also
brought them to the clinic and did
therapy. It was really exciting,"
said Walker.
She also began to notice behavior patterns, which were linked
to abuse in the home. After meeting
with some of her clients' mothers,
she noticed that they displayed some
of the same symptoms as the children. She continued to investigate
the patterns of abuse more closely.
Three years later, Walker
moved to Denver, Colo. to work at
Colorado Women's College. While
there, she wrote a research grant,
entitled "Battered Woman Syndrome", for the National Institute of
Mental Health (NIMH).
"I called it battered woman
syndrome because, for children, it
was called child abuse syndrome. I
didn't think twice about that. Turns
out, I named a whole phenomenon,"
said Walker.
After about a year, the grant
was approved and Walker was
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funded $250,000 to continue her research. She was even recommended
by Congresswoman Patricia Schroder to travel to London and learn
about the research that was being
done there.
In London, Walker met
with members of parliament
and saw firsthand how clinicians were putting theories of
working with battered women
into practice.
"Here I am, three years out of
graduate school, going to England, I
get picked up by someone from her
magistrates service and was taken
all over looking at the battered
women's shelters," said Walker.
Once she returned to the U.S .,
Walker met with Congress and
debriefed legislators on all the information she learned in England.
With the new information and the
research grant, Walker set out to
research the psychological effects
of battered woman syndrome. Congress also started setting up battered
women shelters across the country.
In 1982, after publishing the
first edition of her book, "The Battered Woman", Walker opened her
own practice. By then, she was
being called to testify in courts on
behalf of battered women who had
killed their abusive partners and
were claiming self-defense.
"I was able to use my work
on battered woman syndrome to
testify, in my professional opinion,
that they were abused, had pattered
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Lenore Walter has written three editions of her book, "The Battered Woman Syndrome".

woman syndrome and were in danger of being killed," said Walker.
Walker also had a part in the
O.J. Simpson case. She was hired by
Johnny Cochran, Simpson's defense
attorney, to help understand the domestic violence in the case. Walker
gave a deposition in the criminal
case, but because psychological testimony was never placed in the criminal case, she did not testify.
In 1995, Walker moved to
South Florida and worked for the
public defender's office in Broward County. She met Ray Ferrero,
NSU's fifth president and he offered her a position working along-
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side Dean Levant, the former dean
of the center for psychology, to get
students involved with the misdemeanor mental health court in Broward County.
Walker became a full-time professor in 1997. Since then, she has
helped develop new programs, such
as a new masters program in
forensic psychology.
"We are growing and I think
we are meeting the needs of the
community. Our psychologists
and Ph.D. students all get internships. One hundred percent of my
students got internships this year,"
said Walker.
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Clinic treats
. sp~ech
rmpa1rments
Or~,gina!l,y published on 03 /2 6/13

M'iitten l~y: Sally Regueiro
Speech
and
language
disorders affect a person's ability
to talk, understand, read and write.
According to the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing · Association,
between six and eight million
Americans have some form of
language impairment. Symptoms
can
include
sound
errors,
repetitions of sounds or words,
and even total loss of speech for
effective communication.
At NSU's Speech-Language and
Communication Disorders Clinic,
evaluations and treatment' sessions
are available for children and adults
who have problems communicating
due to language impairments, such as
difficulty articulating speech sounds,
problems with the way their voices
sound, stuttering and understanding
how to use language in everyday
social situations.

Located on Griffin Road, this
clinic was designed to offers services
to the entire South Florida community.
It also allows NSU students who are
earning degrees in speech-language
and communications disorders to earn
vital clinical hours.
Clinic Director Barbara Zucker
said, "The idea to open the clinic was
because students needed to learn how
to perform clinical skills and children
and adults in the community needed
good,
research-based,
effective
speech and language therapy skills.
It has been a very positive experience
for all."
The students and faculty of
the clinic are working on research
related to supporting families with
young children who have been
diagnosed with autism. The study
follows the children's development
as their language and interaction
skills improve.
"Sometimes people have these
delays and disorders due to having
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Master's students in Speech-Language and Communication Disorders participated in the third annual "Dan Marino Foundation: WalkAbout Autism".

had a stroke or other injuries, or
because they are born with disorders
such as autism. Research in our clinic
changes often but there are new ideas
and projects starting all the time,"
said Zucker.
Erin Beasley, clinical supervisor
and program instructor, said that
treatments are focused on the patient
and their needs.
''We do speech and language

therapy, depending on the patients, and
sessions are driven by [the patients']
needs and goals," said Beasley.
Depending on the severity of a
patient's speech or language disorder,
his or her weekly sessions can be
either 30 minutes or an hour. All
sessions are individual, not in groups.
Evaluations and treatments
sessions are conducted by graduate
student clinicians and are directly

supervised by faculty members who
are certified by the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association and
have had many years of experience in
the field.
The
Speech-Language and
· Communication Disorders Clinic,
which is open daily from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., is located at 6100 Griffin Road.
For more information or to set up an
appointment, call 954-678-2293.

NSU's Brief
Therapy Institute
Origi.nalry published on O2 /l 9/13

~11ritien ly:
Miranda Schwnes
A service available at NSU that
many people are not aware of is the
Brief Therapy Institute (BTI), which
is located in the Maltz Psychology
Building on the southeast side of
campus, off of College Avenue and
Southwest 30th Street.
Unlike the Henderson Student
Counseling Center, which offers
services only to NSU students, BTI
is open to the public - for people of
all ages seeking individual, couples
or family counseling, Mondays
through Fridays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Students in the Graduate School
of Humanities and Social Sciences'
Marriage and Family Therapy
program work at BTI as a required
practicum. Students enrolled in the
M.S. in Family Therapy program
spend two semesters working at BTI,
while those in the Doctor of Marriage
and Family Therapy and the Ph.D. in
Family Therapy programs spend four
semesters working there.
BTI does not take insurance.
Instead, pricing is based off of the
client's income. The first counseling
session is free, then fees start at $15
per visit and can be reevaluated for
special financial situations.
second-year
Jenna Wilson,
doctoral student in marriage and
family therapy, said, "BTI offers
therapy services to the community
for a very low fee and is always
partnering with other agencies in
order to offer the highest quality of
care to our clients."
Each session, in which patients
speak with a graduate student, lasts
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Therapy in BTI is held in a comfortable, soothing environment.

50 minutes. However, according to
Director of BTI Arlene Gordon, this
timing isn't a strict regulation.
"If a client is having a really
challenging time, we'll stay later,"
she said.
In a typical therapy session,
patients are given two options. They
may meet with a therapist while
a team of graduate students and
supervisor sit in an adjoining room,
taking notes on the session, as they
view it through a one-way mirror.
Patients who prefer a more private
session may meet with an advanced
doctoral student. These students have
completed all four practicum classes
and work without supervision.
Natalie Rothman, second-year
doctoral student in the Marriage and
Family Therapy program, said, "I
have gained a different experience
by working at BTI with professors,
as I interact with them differently. I
am no longer a student learning from
them but a person working with and
for them."
The therapy sessions are also

recorded, so that students can observe
their own work and self-evaluate.
"Previously, I was in a
counseling program that, one day, just
turned us out into the field with no
prior in-room experience," Rothman
said. "Role plays in a classroom do
not come close to what it is like in the
therapy room. Having an opportunity
to practice our clinical skills while
being supervised live is a benefit
that is incomparable. BTI prepares
students to work in the field which
eliminates much of the self-doubt that
novice therapists experience."
Since 2006, the number of
clients seen at BTI has tripled in
yearly visits. On an average, BTI sees
about 750 individuals, couples, and
families a year. Gordon attributes this
increased popularity to its convenient
location, its community focus and
its hardworking, dedicated staff of
students and professors.
For more information or to set
up an appointment with BTI, call 954262-3030.
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J!Viitten ly: Megan Mortman
Muffins are a great snack
for any part of the day, whether
served as an addition to morning
coffee or with a scoop of vanilla ice
cream for dessert. Blueberries have
antioxidants and add a welcome
burst of flavor to plain al' muffins.
Start to finish: 45 minutes
Servings: 18
1 cup butter
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup milk
1 egg
2 cups unbleached all-purpose flour
and 1 tablespoon for the blueberries
3 teaspoons baking powder
~ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon

lh teaspoon lemon zest
1 cup blueberries
Preheat oven to 400 F. Line
muffin pans with paper liners.
In a medium bowl, beat the
butter and sugar until smooth. Add
the milk and egg. Sift flour, baking
powder and salt and pour into the
smooth mixture.
Add the cinnamon and lemon zest
and toss blueberries into the mixture.
Bake for 20 minutes. Let cool
and enjoy.
With
substitutions,
these
blueberry muffins can easily become
chocolate chip or cranberry muffins.
Recipe adapted from allrecipes.com
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NASA donates.space shuttle
cotnputer to NSU

Original{y f>Ublished on 02/ 12/!3

is his experience. In 1992, he and a
team of NSU professors and students,
including Barry Perlman, Dirnitrios
Giarikos, Heidi Mederos, Richard
Sung, James Rothrock and Hui Fang
Huang Su, conducted a Tin Crystal
experiment in the Farquhar College
of Arts and Sciences chemistry
research laboratory.
The team's work on growing
pure crystals in the near-zero gravity
of space was tested and approved
by NASA within three months,
and was deemed so successful,
they secured a flight package on
NASA's space shuttle Columbia. The
experiment went on to fly on a total
of four shuttles, which was a huge·
accomplishment for the researchers.
Ackerman's latest space venture is a
bit closer to home; he is striving to
revive intrigue in space exploration
and inspire young people in the
community to contemplate the
technology of the future.
Ackerman said, "The goal is to
inspire younger generations to just
think, 'What little robots have to
be built, what satellites need to be
designed, how much longer will it be
until we send a man to Mars?' Unless
we remind them of the past, they'll
forget about the progress that has yet
to be made."
The inspiration he is eager to
deliver will be on display on the first

_i:1~~i.t~~':.11?:·: ~~1:~.~-~~j1:'.~~1: ..
When NASA announced the end
ohts manned-flight program in 2009,
its once respected reputation among
Americans seemed to dwindle.
' No longer considered up-and-·
coming features of the nation's
technological progress, NASA's
old shuttles are being emptied
and placed in museums across the
country. These shuttle "skeletons"
will remain on display, while their
contents - priceless mementos to
the space age of the U.S. - will
serve a different purpose; universities
and other educational institutions
are being offered the chance to
request donations, and NSU was
fortunate enough to receive a bid in
early January.
NSU secured the valuable
donation thanks to the efforts of Eric
Ackerman, associate professor and
interim dean of NSU's Graduate
COURTESY OF E. ACKERMAN
School of Computer and Information
NASA donated a $1.2 million computer to the Graduate School of Computer and Information Sciences
Sciences. When he heard of NASA's
unused test pieces.
need to get rid of its old technology,
a total of 6,000 flight hours.
The set that NASA gave to
he sent in an application and waited
"The computer itself is actually
NSU is comprised of about 40 pieces
nine months in anticipation. In early
priceless, because it's been into
of space paraphernalia, including a
January, he received notification that
space and back," said Ackerman,
several pieces were ready for him
titanium switch board, space food,
who is keeping the artifacts in his
to pick up from the Kennedy Space
an Apollo-era glove, a shuttle laptop,
office, among his many years' worth
Center (KSC) in Cape Canaveral, Fla.
spacesuit boots and, most notably, a
of nostalgic space technology.
According to Ackerman, because the
$1.2 million computer.
Ackerman's longtime interest
.The computer, one of a set of
technology was being kept at-· KSC,
in NASA and
and not Houston, this means Nsu --:··~ seve~ that controlled all functions
space technology
is profound, as
aboard multiple NASA shuttles, has
is receiving actual equipment -:-- not

floor of the Alvin Sherman Library
this summer, where students, faculty,
staff and members of the community
will be able to examine the NASA
donations up close, free of charge.
After the library exhibit closes,
the entire collection will be moved
permanently to the Emil Buehler
Research Center for Engineering,
Science and Mathematics (EBRC),
the third floor of the Center for
Collaborative Research (CRC) on
NSU's main campus. The sevenfloor CRC will be complete in 18
months, and the EBRC will serve
as a training ground to advance
teacher education and retention
in the critical fields of aerospace,
mathematics, science, technology
and engineering. Ackerman hopes
to eventually coordinate field
trips to the center, where NSU
Computer and Information Science
graduate students will be available
to explain the history and purposes
of the technology.
Ackerman said, "These space
items are a symbol of the progress we
made in terms of space exploration,
but there are so many advancements
yet to be made in science, medicine
and technology. I · want to be
remembered for contributing to that
base of knowledge ."

Student
Mediation
Written b)!: Sally Regueiro
Cesar Vela-Beltran-del-Rfo is the
graduate assistant for Student Mediation
Services at NSU's Office of Residential Life
and Housing and a doctoral candidate in
the Graduate School of Humanities and
Social Sciences' Conflict Analysis and
Resolution program.
I sat down with him to learn more
about how Student Mediation Services
assists students in confronting and
resolving conflicts.

What is student mediation?
Student mediation is a confidential,
free, informal and voluntary process
for students and residents, in conflict
situations, that allows the parties the work
through their issues and arrive at a mutually
understanding agreement, with the help of a
trained and impartial third person.
What are some of the services offered by
Student Mediation Services?
Student Mediation Services can help
deal constructively with a conflict. We
offer one-on-one conflict coaching and
facilitation services. Mediators are also
available to help the parties determine their
interests and ge!1erate potential mutual
agreements that all the parties involved can
agree on.

What does a mediation session consist of?
Throughout the mediation session,
each party will constructively present
his or her perspective of the situation.
The mediator will then make sure they
accurately understand what is actually
happening between the parties. After both
parties have presented their version of what
happened, the mediator is responsible for
bridging their positions and moving them
towards a resolution to the issue.
What are some methods for resolving
conflict?
There are both internal and external
resources for people in a conflict. The first
and most important internal tool any one
can use is to communicate efficiently with
their roommate, so that the problem does
not escalate. There are also external tools
like the roommate contract. This is valuable
tool for the residents because, through it,
the residents can craft a desirable living
environment that is safe and fosters positive
academic, athletic and social goals.
Where is the office of Student Mediation
Services located?
In the Goodwin Residence Hall, office
100-E. I can also be reached at 954 -2627196 and via email at studentmediation@
nova.edu.

•

Proven interactive method. Intensive practice in a full- immersion
environment

•

Quickly develop essential skills, including listening and speaking, in a
comfortable social setting

•

Dynamic, experienced native Spanish and Portuguese-speaking
teachers

.
-

Qneea weelt

• Total Spanish I Portuguese lmmetsion

'fi2Weeks

• Smalt QfOllP clas56$
2 hours eaeh seuion
Number of units: 32 (24 hrs.}

Appl·ication Fee:$75.00
50% discount OR application fee for Nova students
Schedufe subject to change. No make-up classes. Minimum of 4 students required to open a course

Register Today!
Contact! Carolina Morales
PhoAe: (964) 565-8505 ££)(1:. 214 • Email: Carollna.rnorales@talk.edu
TALK Fort Lauderdale at SFEC
3501 S. University Drive, Suite 3, Port Lauderdale-Davie, FL 33328
Tel: {954) 565-8505 Ext. 214 • Fax: (954)990-8746
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Women's basketball season comes to an end
Original9, pub!:ished on 04/02/13

fiVritten ~y: Chris Hoffman
Women's basketball Head
Coach LeAnn Freeland said that the
team had one goal this season: to
play deep in the NCAA tournament.
The NSU women's basketball
team accomplished that goal by
making it to the Elite· Eight.in San
Antonio, Texas. The Sharks ended
their. historic seasori with a loss to
Western . Washington University,
80-76. The)' bounced back from
a 17-point deficit t9 send the game
into overtime.
This season was the best ever
for the Sharks, being one of the last
eight teams remaining in the country.
They accomplished many firsts for
the program, including winning an
NCAA tournament game, hosting
a regional tournament and reaching
the Elite Eight.
The Sharks ended their season
with .a record of 23-9, · six more
wins than the team had last year iii.
Freeland's first year at NSU.
NSU got off to a slow start in
their Elite Eight matchup with the
Western Washington Vikings. The
Vikings were up by as many as 17
points in the first half and were up by
13 points at halftime, 42-29. Western

Washington shot 68 percent in the
first half, while the Sharks only hit
40 percent of their shots.
The second half was a different
story, with NSU outscoring the
Vikings, 39-26, to send the game into
overtime. While NSU still struggled,
shooting only 41 percent, its defense
stepped up to .lower the 'Vikings'
second half shooting percentage to ·
44. The Sharks took their first lead
ohlle second half, with just over 5
minutes· r~majning, on a layup by
...senior Tailor Jc;in~s.
Coming down the stretch, the
teams swapped points back and forth
with NSU up by two on Western
Washington's ' final
possession.
Viking senior Corinn Waltrip tied the
game with a highly-contested layup
with 7.6 seconds left in regulation.
NSU had two shots fall short before
the second half buzzer sounded.
The overtime period was more
of the same from the Sharks, shooting
a·· lower percentage . from the floor
than the .Vikings. NSU found itself
~-in foul trouble, sending the Vikings
to the free throw line seven times
in overtime alone, while the Sharks
were not able to get to the free throw
line in overtime. By the final buzzer,
seniors Meixandra Porter and Tailor
Jones had played 41 and 39 minutes,
respectively, combining for a total

COURTESY OF NSU ATHLETICS

The NSU women's basketball team celebrates its South Region championship after beating Delta State
University, 78·56, on March 18.

of 35 points. Sophomore Danielle
Robinson and junior Amanda
Burakoski contributed 18 points and
16 points, respectively.
Freeland said, "It was a great
opportunity for us to be able to
showcase NSU on a national stage.
A lot of our sports have done so
well. Women's golf, men's golf,
the swimmers and our rowing
team all represent. Just to have

the opportunity to take basketball
to the next level here was a great
experience for our ladies and a great
building experience for the future ."
The road to the NCAA Division
II Elite Eight was not easy for the
Sharks. They faced tough opposition
all year, including three Division II
ranked teams and an exhibition game
against the University of Miami.
While the Sharks fell to Miami

and number 13 Shaw University,
they beat conference rivals and top
25 ranked teams Rollins College and
the University of Tampa. Over the
course of the season, NSU showed
its strength when playing at home,
having an overall record of 14-2,
with three key victories in the NCAA
South Regional tournament, which
was hosted at the Arena at the Don
Taft University Center.
Peter Finley, associate professor
of sport and recreation management
at the H. Wayne Huizenga School
of Business and Entrepreneurship,
said, "I think the best thing is that
this tournament revealed what
we are capable of as a campus, in
terms of supporting our studentathletes with passion and pride.
I hope we recognize the tippingpoint potential and that everyone,
inc;luding students, staff, faculty
and administrators, makes a great
effort to replicate the attendance
numbers, cheering and enthusiasm
going forward."
Freeland
described
this
year's incredible season in one
word: "challenging."
"We moved in the right
direction and we were challenged
throughout the season," she said.
"We certainly did take the program
to the next level."

Featured athletes:
6nllt l3fack and{J~kar JJCJrrkJlrand
Or{ginal£vpublished on 03/ 26113

Written ltr Chris Hoffman
NSU swimmers Erin Black and
Oskar Nordstrand, both seniors, had
never met until they transferred to
NSU in the fall of 2011. Since then,
the brother-sister-like duo has found
their groove. The two not only train
and go to school together, but they
also share an apartment and almost
identical schedules.
Their constant practicing and
conditioning has led them to the
same place: an NCAA Division II
National Championship. Both Black
and Nordstrand won the national
championship in the 500-yard
freestyle on March 8 in Birmingham,
Ala. While this was Nordstrand's
first national title, Black defended
her championship
run
from
last season.
Black learned how to swim
when she was 3 years old and began
swimming competitively at age 5,
following in her dad's footsteps.
She began with her club team,
Swim Florida, in Fort Myers and
then progressed to her high school's
team under the direction of the same
coach. She then' swam for Florida
Gulf Coast University for two years
before transferring to NSU.
Black had a very successful first
season at NSU. During the regular
season, she blew by NCAA B-cut
qualifying times in the 500-yard
freestyle and the 1000-yard freestyle.
At the Sunshine State Conference
championship, she earned a second
place spot in the 1650-yard freestyle
with an A-cut finishing time of
16:56.53. At the NCAA Division II

Championships, not only did she win
the 500-yard freestyle, but she was
also a part of the 400 and 800-free
relay, both of which set SSC and NSU
records. By the end of the season,
Black was awarded the Michael D.
Fish Outstanding Performer award,
First Team All-SSC, SSC Swimmer
of the Year and was also named as
an All-American.
Nordstrand, like Black, started
to swim when he was 3 years old.
He said that he did not like it at first
and tended to separate himself from
the group. His mentality changed
when he was 9 years old and decided
to swim competitively. A native of
Stockholm, Sweden, Nordstrand
graduated from Varmdo Gymnasium
in June of 2009. Throughout his
swimming career, Nordstrand has
competed at the Swedish youth,
junior and senior nationals.
He decided to move to the U.S.
to swim for a university. Originally,
Nordstrand attended Wayne State
University in Detroit, Mich. While
at Wayne State, he was able to
become a five time All-American
in his freshman year and a six
time All-American during his
sophomore year.
Once Nordstrand transferred to
NSU, he continued his success. At
the SSC Championship, he earned 57
points and won the 500 and 100-yard
freestyles. At the NCAA Division II
National Championships, he came in
second in the 500-yard freestyle and
fourth in the 1000-yard freestyle.
At the end of the season, he earned
All-American honors in the 500,
1000 and 1650-yard freestyles, as
well as in the 400 and 800-yard

nationals this fall as well. I won the
1500 free there and that was one of
my biggest ones as well.
Black: It's probably being on this
team. It's really been a difficult road
and these past two years have made
me very thankful to be on this team
and to have the coach that I have.
My accomplishment is being part of
an awesome team and having such
great teammates.
What is your favorite part of
swimming?
Nordstrand: The team aspect of
it all is a lot of fun. In America,
they emphasize that a lot more than
they do back home, especially this
team. We're all very close and have
common goals.
l
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Erin Black and Oskar Nordstrand hold their trophies after winning the national championship in the 500·
yard freestyle.

freestyle relays.
I sat down with Black and
Nordstrand to ask them a few
questions:
What is your best memory in the
sport?
Black: Winning conference last
year, I remember being in the pool,
looking around and seeing both
men's and women's team and all
of our coaches in the pool. It's a
tradition; when you win, you get
in the pool and splash water. I just
remember looking around and seeing

everybody smiling.
Nordstrand: I would say the
same thing. I won the conference
championship at my old school but
it was not as much fun because I
transferred for a reason. Winning
with a team I actually liked
was amazing.
What is your best accomplishment?
Nordstrand: Definitely winning
at nationals this year is one of
the greatest things I've ever
accomplished but I swam Swedish

Black: In morning practice earlier
this year, we were changing sets and
I was just hanging on the wall and
looking around thinking how much
I'm going to miss this. Where else in
the world are you going to see 18 to
21-year olds at 5:30 in the morning
training together?
What is the best part of the men's
and women's teams training
together?
Nordstrand: [Swimming is] one of
theveryfewsportswhereyouactually
get the privilege of training together.
You definitely get a different input of
working out. We may not always do
the same workouts or same intervals
but we push each other constantly
and: sometimes, it's good to have a
girl push you because she will do it
in a different way than a guy.
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Coach's corner:
Freeland
Original{v published on 02/05/13

TV"rittm f:v: Chris Hoffinan
For Coach LeAnn Freeland,
basketball is not only her job, but
her lifelong passion. The head
of the NSU women's basketball
program is in her second year
as coach and has already made
an impression on her team and
its players.
Freeland became head coach
in 2011, replacing former interim
coach Ann Walker.
At the announcement of her
hiring, Athletic Director Michael
Mominey said, "Her passion to be
successful was evident from the
very first time I spoke with her,
and her drive to be the best was
confirmed by everyone she had
met with on campus throughout the

interview process. Coach Freeland
has experienced the highest levels
of success at the Division II level
as a student-athlete, as an assistant
coach and as a head coach. That
alone speaks volumes in terms of
where we expect tl:ie NSU women's
basketball program to be."
In her first season, Freeland
led the Sharks to a 17-11 -overall
record and helped advance the team
to the Sunshine State Conference
semifinals for the first time since
the 2008-2009 season.
Senior Meixandra Porter,
business administration major,
hopes that Freeland can build upon
last year's success.
Freeland's success did not end
last year. This year, she has led the
Sharks to a 15-4 overall record
and a 7-2 conference record. The

11
game to every practice and game,
and we just feed off her intensity,"
Porter said. "She can be a hard
coach to play for sometimes, but
her work ethic is something we all
admire in her."
In her 13 years of coaching,
Freeland has strived to make her
players the best they can be.
During her first season at

Sharks are currently tied for first in
the Sunshine State Conference and
are ranked number 23 in the nation.
Porter said, "Coach is a very
focused about the goals the team
sets out to achieve and we can
always count on her help and
support for achieving those goals."
Freeland began her basketball
career as a player at the University
of Southern Indiana in Evansville.
She racked up an impressive
resume
of
accomplishments,
including setting six schooi records
in women's basketball and helping
lead the team to the 1997 NCAA
Division II Women's Basketball
Championship game.
According to Porter, Freeland
has brought her experiences as a
player into her coaching.
"She brings her passion for the

NSU, Freeland said, "Discipline
and consistency are my strengths,
and what I will bring to the program
upon my arrival. Our players and
staff will work together to establish
Nova Southeastern as a power in
NCAA Division II."
With two seasons under her
belt, she has kept that promise.
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Coach Freeland brings her collegiate basketball experience to NSU for her third season.

NSU professor
chosen as flag bearer
for Paralympics
O,trinal[v Jiub!ished on 09/04/12

iY:ritten ~y: Erik Digranes
Scott
Danberg,
adjunct
professor
in
the
Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences
arid five-time U.S paralympian,
was selected to be leader and
flag bearer for the 227-member
2012 U.S. Paralympic Team
during the Opening Ceremony.
Danberg received this honor
by vote of his fellow Team USA
members. The 2012 Paralympic
Games lasted from Aug. 29 through
Sept. 9 and featured more than
4,000 athletes, from more than 160

countries, making it the largest
Paralympic Games in history.
"For four games, I have
walked behind our nation's flag
proudly and, now, I am so honored
to carry it into the stadium. I
was so pleased to be nominated
by the U.S . Paralympic Track
and Field Team. They were so
excited for me to be selected.
The confidence my team captain
had and his approach, they all
really wanted me to be selected,
and to have that confidence
shown to me by the whole U.S.
team is amazing." Danberg said.
Danberg competed in the F40

men's discus on Sept. 4. He placed
seventh out of 12, with a mark of
33.78 meters. He is ranked No . 7
in the world by the International
Paralympic Committee and took
home the bronze medal in the
discus competition at the 2011 IPC
Athletics World Championships. Danberg's first Paralympic
experience . came in powerlifting
at the 1992 Barcelona Paralympic
Games. In 1998, he won the
silver medal in the javelin. He
went on to compete in the 2004
games in Athens, Greece and in ·
the 2008 games in Bejing, China.
More than 500 hours of

live streaming were available
through
US
Paralympics.
org throughout the games. In
addition, NBC Sports Network
(NBC SN)
aired
one-hour
highlight shows from Sept. 4
to 6 and on Sept. 11 at 7 p.m.
Along with his duties as
an NSU adjunct instructor,
Danberg is a fitness coach,
wellness
educator
and
designer of customized
exercise
equipment.
He is working toward
his
doctorate
in
leadership and education.
COURTESY OF S. DANBERG

Scott Danberg will make NSU proud when he competes in London .

ON THE
BENCH
On/1,inatl:y publi,hed on 03 /19 /13

Commentwy ~y: Chris Hoffman
It seems that many NSU
students do not take pride in our
athletic program. I think this is
largely because we are a Division II
school and we lack what most major
universities have: a football team.
What most students don't
realize is that you do not need to
have a Division I program in order
to have school spirit. Students
who show up to our teams' games
have just as much fun . Not only

are the games a blast to watch, but
we have exceptional athletes who
work just as hard as Division I
athletes.
Most students don't realize the
success that NSU athletics has had
the past few years. Until a couple of
years ago, I had never even heard of
NSU, and I'm from South Florida.
However, NSU athletics has recently
made great strides in building its
entire program. This past year, NSU

had a remarkable first: hosting an
NCAA national tournament.
Ever since NSU joined the
NCAA in 2003 and became the
Sharks in 2005, the program
has been on the upswing and
has garnered national attention.
The Sharks have since earned 77
All-American awards and 102
NCAA awards. Some awards
are based strictly on athletic
performance, and others take

academic
accomplishments
into account.
Not only have NSU teams won
individual NCAA awards, but they
have also racked up 20 Sunshine
State Conference championships
in eight sports. Some teams, such
as the men's and women's golf
teams have won a conference
championship five and four times
respectively.
Both golf teams won the
national championship in 2012.
The men won their first national
championship last season, while
the women have won four in a
row and are working on adding
a fifth straight ring. While many
spectators may not find golf the
most exciting sport, ·our teams
have accomplished more in the
past few years than some Division
I teams have ever accomplished.
As far as individual national

champions go, NSU has won seven
since 2009. Women's golf has seen
three individuals take the crown.
Women's swimming has had one
athlete, Erin Black, win back to
back championships in the 500yard freestyle in 2012 and 2013.
Men's swimming just saw Oskar
Nordstrand win a championship
this season in the same event as
Black, and women's rowing has
watched as the 2009 Varsity 4 won
a title.
While NSU may not have
the big storied programs, like
the University of Miami or the
University of Alabama, the
athletics department is working
on making its program the best
that it can be and something of
which students can be proud.

CAN'T PUT TUAT CELL
PUONE DOWN?

~MARK LINE 2014
NSU aims to contact all Alumni over the phone to learn about·their ·
experience with the university, provide information on latest news, _
and raise support for NSU.

• Pay starts at $9 an hour
• Employment period: September 3rd 2013 - April ·
25th 2014
• Flexible schedule for students: Monday to Friday
5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. (minimum 3 shifts)
• Excellent work environment
• Great opportunities for professional networking

Apply today by sending your resume to:
sharkline@nova.edu
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Featured athlete:
Daute!a ()rft'-z

Originally pub!i,hed on I 0/02/ I 2

r+htten by: Chris Hoffinan
Sophomore Daniela Ortiz hopes
to improve from her impressive
freshman year. The golfer started out
the year with an individual win at the
Yale Intercollegiate Invitational on
Sept. 21, 2012. While most students
had a break ·during the winter, Ortiz
continued to practice. It paid off when
she finished second at the Peggy Kirk
Invitational on March 4, the first
tournament of the spring season.
Ortiz is an international student
form Morella, Mexico who has
grown up around golf. She started
playing the sport with her father
at the young age of seven, initially
considering it as hobby to enjoy with
her dad. Eventually she began to take
lessons and compete in tournaments
in Mexico.
Last year, Ortiz came to NSU
on an athletic scholarship, hoping to
improve her game. The first couple
of months proved to be difficult for
her as she had to adjus·t to a different

culture. The hardest parts of the
move were learning English and time
management skills.
However, these obstacles did
not prevent her from having a more
than successful freshman y~ar on the
golf course. In the fall, she finished in
fourth place out of 80 golfers at her
first coUegiate tournament. A little
less than a month later, she secured
her first collegiate tournament
victory at the annual NSU Shark
Invitational, helping her team to win
the tournament.
Her success continued into
the spring segment of the season
where she was named a First-Team
All-American by the National Golf
Coaches Association. Ortiz was
also selected as Sunshine State
Conference Freshman of ··the Year
and to the All-SSC First-Team.
During the last part of the season,
Ortiz finished second in the SSC
Championship , 12th in the NCAA
Super Regional II and 3rd in the
NCAA Championships. Her efforts
helped the women's golf team to

win a fourth consecutive national
championship.
I sat dowri with Ortiz and asked
her a few questions:
What is your goal for this year?
I would like to improve my
golf, lower my score average and
get a couple of individual wins. And,
as a team, I think we can win the
National Championship again, if we
keep practicing and keep working
very hard.
How close are you to your
teammates?
I think that we are really
close. We support each other with
everything, not just with golf but
with school, too.
Is there a difference between
playing in the U.S. and playing in
Mexico?
When I used to play in Mexico,
it was always the same girls. The
level here in -the U.S. is so much
higher with better players. It forced
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Sophomore Daniela Ortiz drives for another national championship.

me to change my work ethic in order . What is your favorite pre. to compete. · .
tournament meal?
We have this thing that, before
Who is your favorite pro-athlete?
the last day of competition, we eat
I admire Lorena Ochoa. She is
pasta. I don't know why but we
not only good at golf but is a really
always play well when we eat pasta
nice person.
the night before.

h'
·, ~ ac s corner:
Michael~Coleman
r,_ .
.
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Head Tennis Coach Michael Coleman has dedicated his life to competition and
athletic fitness .

three All-Americans Alexa
did not start at the. collegiate level.
Korotkevich, Ulia Talalenko and
His first major coaching job was
at the McDonogh School neat
Alex Johansson. They have garnered
All-American honors three times,
Baltimore, Md., where he taught
two times and once, respectively.
middle school kids. However, he
Johansson said, "He doesn't
did not always plan O!l becoming
take the fun ·o ut of tellllis, He makes ~._ a coacp.. He graduated from The ·
R
sure that you still 'enjoy it and you. Univer~ity of Maryland School of
Original(y /mblirhed on 02/26/13
don't burn out. With him, you want
Medicine with a bachelor's degree
to come to practice and you want to · in physical therapy.
vViittrm by: Chris Hoffinan
After· graduating, he owned
work really hard." .
and operated · a very successful ·
Most people do not enjoy their ;
Not only has Coleman led
job·as much as Head Tennis Coach , players to many noteworthy
physical therapy clinic for 27
Michael Coleman. For Coleman,
athletic
accomplishments, .· but
years. During that time, he became
coaching the NSU women is more
he has also helped motivate his
an expert in oncology studies
than just a job.
students to achieve academic
and
helped
cancer
patients
Alex Johansson, sophomore
success. Through his time at
become rehabilitated.
finance major said, "He's really
NSU, Coleman has helped 11
During his therapy career,
dedicated to the program. He's out
different athletes earn Scholar
Coleman specialized in athletic
there every day at the practices
All-American awards.
rehabilitations, working with athletes
Austin Lavallii, senior sport
such as legendary quarterback
and he does what he can to help us
and recreation management major,
Johnny Unitas. Unfortunately, he
improve. He doesn't say that this is a
said, "He's just a great person. He
had to give up his physical therapy
job; it is a passion. for him."
practice after he was diagnosed
Coleman is a major factor as to - genuinely cares and he wants us to
with multiple sclerosis. After
why NSU even has a tennis program.
succeed - not only on the court, but
the diagnosis, the only thing that
He came to the university in July
in-our classes."
Coleman wanted to do was to coach.
2003 in order to restart a program
Before corning to NSU,
that had disappeared years before.
Coleman was the head coach
Coleman began coaching
His program was immediately
for two years at George Mason
in .1996 and earned his Doctor
of Science in Physical Therapy
successful, going 14-12 overall and
University, a Division I school in
Fairfax County, Va. Prior to that,
degree from the University of
earning a spot in the program's first
Maryland in 2007.
ever NCAA Division II National
he was the head coach for both the
men's and women's tennis teams
Championship Tournament.
Lavallii and Johansson summed
at Western Maryland College,
it up the best, saying that Coleman is
Ever since then, Coleman
quirky, dedicated and good-hearted.
has led the team to many national
is
now
known
as
which
rankings and six NCAA Regional
McDaniel College.
Coleman's coaching career
tournaments. He has also coached

12

The number of combined
team and individual
National Championships
that NSU athletes have won
since joining the NCAA.

52
NSU athletes that
have been awarded
with NCAA Scholar
All-American honors.

2002

21

The year that NSU was granted
membership into NCAA
Division II and the Sunshine
State Conference.

Sunshine State
Conference
championships won
since becoming a
member institution.

81
NSU athletes that have
earned NCAA
All-American honors.

2005
The year that NSU changed
the mascot and name of the
athletics teams from the
Knights to the Sharks.
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American

You're a delightful musical,

history for

Charlie Brown

dummies
Ongjna!ly published on 1 I /2 7/12
vVrti'tt:en by: Andre Escobar
The complete history of America
in a little over 100 minutes? My
high school history teacher would be
appalled at the notion. I was intrigued
and eager to see how the comedic
actors would interpret America's
glorious history.
The play "The Complete
History of America (Abridged)" is a
comedic play originally produced by
the Reduced Shakespeare Company,
a three-man comedy group based
in California who take long serious
topics and turn them into short
comedic stage plays.
The play, which ran from Nov.
9 to Nov. 18, starred NSU students
Kati O'Heam, Alex Weiss and
Vanessa Chang and was directed by
Mark Duncan, associate professor
in the Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences' Division of Performing and
Visual Arts.
O'Heam set the tone with
the opening scene. The three
performers began singing "The

Star-Spangled Banner" in tune and
harmony, but O'Heam slowly - and
dramatically - began to take over the
song with an over-the-top Celine
Dion-esque impression.
Weiss did a great job throughout,
delivering his punch lines on point. He
even did a pretty good impersonation
of President Barack Obama.
Chang also gave a strong
performance and entertained the
audience the entire time. The group did
a good job playing off some obvious
things, like the fact that they had Chang
play the Vietnamese character because
her last name is Chang - even though
she does not look Asian
The play included everything
from slapstick comedy to a few
innuendos. The audience was even
involved with props, like water guns
and glitter, along with answering
historical trivia.
It helped to know some history,
but it wasn't necessary, in order
to understand the play's comedy.
I enjoyed laughing at some of the
ridiculous or embarrassing things that
have happened in our country's past.

OrigirwlfY published on 09 / ! 1/ 12
M+tiUen by: Andre Jensen
Take 11 talented NSU students
and put them in the beloved
"Peanuts" musical, "You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown", and you
get
a
delightfully
funny
theater performance.
You have to feel sorry for
poor Charlie Brown. Even in his
own musical, he gets upstaged by
others. It's the loveable dog Snoopy
who steals Charlie's spotlight
in this opening series of NSU
performances. Catalina Venegas
captures the audience with her
witty, comedic presentation as the
sassy, loveable dog.
It seems almost fitting that
Charlie Brown, played by NSU
junior Michael Friedman, is
overshadowed in the musical.
Brown's character, while pleasant,
is a pretty gloomy guy. Just as in
the comic strips, the depressed antihero is duped, ignored or blatantly
teased by the other children around
him. The mischief gives "Charlie
Brown", usually a light show, its

most serious moments, bringing
sympathy and pity to the sulking
Charlie. Friedman plays Charlie
as an affable schmuck, though his
singing occasionally veers off pitch.
The performance is set as a
collection of musical numbers
featuring
familiar
"Peanuts"
characters. Jamie Kautzmann, as
Sally is a joy to listen to and watch.
She brings new life to Charlie
Brown's annoying little sister with
a mischievous approach.
Aggressive and bullying, Lucy
Van Pelt is played by Emiliana
Arteche, who brings out every
characteristic of the comic strips'
villain. Arteche is every bit as
obnoxious as the more-often-thannot crabby Lucy. Her romantic
obsession with Schroeder, played
by Eric Potter, plays out to the
amusement of the audience in their
duet "Schroeder."
Potter's portrayal of the
musically-inclined and no-nonsense
Schroeder brings balance to the
comedic performance of the other
main characters.
"You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown" gives every character

a chance at center stage. Linus
Van Pelt, played by Wallace Jean,
performs a laughable dance routine
with the song "My Blanket and
Me", singing perfectly.
Jean . does a hilarious job
offering Charlie Brown some notso-insightful, nor helpful, advice,
while dealing with the moods of his
big sister, Lucy.
The supporting cast is also a
pivotal part of the play's narrative.
Sasha Pimental plays Lucy's best
friend, Violet; Marianne Martinez
plays Snoopy's foil, Peppermint
Patty; and Mariah Busk plays
Sally's friend, Marci. Toby Barton
and Ricky Rafuls also star as the
loveable bird Woodstock bird and
dirty Pig Pen, respectively.
Directed and produced by Bill
J. Adams, coordinator of performing
arts, "You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown" was a wonderful family
production and the perfect opening
show for NSU theatre.
This was a show that took
me back to my childhood. I may
remember some of the heartaches,
but the "Peanuts" gang gave me lots
to laugh about, too.

Computer gaming on a budget
Original!y published on 11/27/12

vV!itten by: Joseph Cirino
The average college student
never has enough money. With
textbooks, meal plans and other
necessary college fees, comes the
worrying realization that a student's
participation in the realm of ~ideo
gaming will diminish due to a lack
of funds. After all, video games are
infamously pricey; top shelf titles
usually start at as much as $60,
sometimes more for "Deluxe" or
"Collector's" editions.
This doesn't have to be the end
of a student's lifestyle as a modernage gamer. There exists multiple
ways to keep a finger on the pulse of
the ever-improving world of video
gaming. Since many students are on
their laptops constantly, computer
gaming is an excellent way to
save cash. Computer gaming on a
budget involves three categories:
"free to play", "steam "sales" and
commercial deals.
Commercial deals are perhaps
the most well-known ways to
purchase discounted games. The
bargain bins at Gamestop, Best
Buy and Target usually have a slew
of low-priced computer games although, more often than not, the
games are so old that their rockbottom prices are the only way for
publishers to turn a profit. There
exist other - and, arguably, better
- ways to get a fix of fun.
"Free to play" games are online
games that don't cost anything more
than a website registration fee to
play. Flash games that utilize web
browser architecture to construct
an artificial gaming environment,
subscription-less online games, even
matchmaking websites for Chess

COURTESY OF THEAPPLEINSIDER.COM

Steam is a popular online social gaming platform operated by Valve entertainment.

all promise easily picked up and
quickly droppable sources of
computer gaming.
"Free to play" games also
include massive online role-playing
games, which do not require a
monthly subscription fee. While
games like "World of Warcraft" and
"EVE Online" require a monthly
subscription fee of $15 to continue
to play, games like "Guild Wars
2" require no fee - just the initial
purchase of the game. This is not to
say that the quality of "free to play"
games take a dive; on the contrary,
they're often as detailed and well-

done- as subscription-based titles.
"Team Fortress 2", for example,
is a multi-player online first-person
shooter game that has been popular
with fans for many years. Though
the quality of "Team Fortress 2"
surpasses some other modern
titles, the game has been free to
play for a few months now, using
optional microtransactions to allow
purchasing of items that can be
found or traded for in-game. "League
of Legends", a multiplayer online
competitive role-playing game, is
another example of this; the game is
free to play but allows purchases of

items and characters in exchange for
real life money.
Playing "Team Fortress 2"
requires a Steam account, which
is also a free service. Steam is
the brainchild of game developer
company Valve Entertainment,
the legendary creators of the HalfLife and Counter-Strike series of
games. Steam serves as both a social
networking platform for gamers and
as an avenue for potentially free
or very cheap games. Games like
"Team Fortress 2" and many other
titles adorn the pages of Steam's
thousand-title catalogue.

During certain holidays, the
now legendary Steam sales have
become legendary. With rotating
discounts up to 80 percent, the Steam
Holiday Sale that occurs in summer
and during the winter holidays
promises high-grade titles at prices
that are seen rarely anywhere else.
For computer gamers, there exist
many inexpensive options. Whether
free online games or insanely cheap
titles catch your fancy, Steam and the
legions of online gaming websites
that are viewable with a simple
Google search can breathe a lot of
fun into any student's life.
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Dance Concert ends Prelllier
SerieS run
(higinal[y pubhshed on 04/09/13

i>Vritten l:y: Andre Jensen
In 60 minutes and six dances,
the extraordinary dancers gave a
riveting performance, displaying
excellent
choreography
and
terrific range.
The
Premier
Series
performances are shows fully
produced by the Farquhar College
of Arts and Sciences. Each year,
the series showcases diverse works
in music, theatre and dance. Dance
Concert showcased the NSU Dance
Ensemble, along with guest artists.
The concert involved a mix
of cultural and ethnic themes,
with modern music and futuristic
beats. The richness of the music
was reflected in the beauty of the
choreography and its execution.
The self-expression of the dancers
was astounding, right down to
what they communicated with their
hands alone. Each piece conveyed a
different emotion, from joy to fear
and anger to sensuality.
The 30 dancers of the Dance
Ensemble were choreographed by
· Chetachi Egwu, assistant professor
in the Division of Humanities;
Elana Lanczi, associate professor
in the Division of Performing and
Visual Arts; Augusto Soledade,
assistant professor in the Division

of Performing and Visual Arts;
NSU alumna Amy Kolbenschlag
and Miami-based contemporary
flamenco artist Niurca Marquez.
The opening piece, "Gandaia",
was a rich tribal African dance
choreographed by Soledade. Nine
dancers moved with acrobatic
precision, while dressed in beautiful
African costumes that enhanced
every move.
"Insert
Emotion
Here",
choreographed by Kolbenschlag,
began with a single dancer,
performing without any music or
beat, jumping up and down so that
the movement of her feet was clearly
audible. Suddenly, more dancers
appeared, along with a Celtic beat
that drowned the thumping of feet.
All of a sudden, everything
stopped and the most solemn part of
the concert began. A single dancer
walked loudly across the stage,
breathing heavily. This abruptly
turned into entertaining confusion,
with a memorable music track.
"A
City
Lullaby",
choreographed by Egwu, was a joy
to watch. It was an exceptional work
of art, with jazz, street and hip-hop
moves and lyrics, on the scale of a
Broadway show.
A dedication to murdered
teenager Trayvon Martin, who
was killed in February 2012, was a
special surprise. The dancers dressed

in gray hoodies and performed
to a jazzy urban beat, expressing
solidarity through their moves.
After the intermission came
"State of Change", choreographed
by Lanczi. It seemed like a sequel
to "Insert Emotion Here", insomuch
that it had similar music and
movements. A recurring theme was
that one dancer carried and held up
other dancers.
"Cordel", choreographed by

Soledade and performed by guest
dancers Jeannine Maffucci and Jamil
Morgan- from Miami dance company
Augusto Soledade Brazzdance featured sensual, sexy R&B rhythms
that delighted the audience. The piece
was erotic and romantic, with an
irreverent playfulness.
The final performance, "Del
Dicho al Hecho" choreographed by
Marquez, was the concert's most
climatic presentation. Dressed in

the traditional outfits of flamenco
dancers, several female dancers
and one male dancer captured the
audiences with Latin dance moves
and music. The women danced side
to side, slapping their fingers, while
the man performed with the bravado
of a conquering conquistador.
Overall, the concert was an
artistic masterpiece that exhibited
the best of NSU's dance talents.

TAKEN BY A. JENSEN

The NSU Dance Ensemble ended the Dance Concert with a flamenco number.
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Distinguished
Speaker Series
needs to expand
'i;_;ina!fy fmhiished on 12/04/12

+itten by: Alex Gruber
When former Newsweek writer Maziar
,hari visited NSU on Oct. 18 as part of the
rquhar College of Arts and Science's Distin,ished Speaker Series, it represented a great
Jrnent in the school's history.
The Distinguished Speaker Series has
en running for nearly 10 years and has fea,ed such prominent names as Archbishop
!srnond Tutu, acclaimed filmmaker Spike
•e and author Salman Rushdie.
But in Bahari, the NSU community dis,vered something new. This lecture definitely
t1ected the school's growing prestige and the
ight future that lies ahead of it. And that fu:e needs to include more visits from people
;e Bahari.
The Division of Student Affairs hosts "Life
ll" lectures that bring more speakers, but the
lstinguished Speaker Series needs expansion.
:iliari's life story epitomizes this need.
In 2009, Bahari was imprisoned in Iran
,r nearly four months, accused of being a
.ultinational spy while covering the nation's
ections. He has gone through something that
!ople like us would think is the worst possible
.•tuation ever, and came through it alive and is
now sharing his life story with others.
His visit was particularly enlightening
on many fronts. For one, when he provided
the explicit details of his imprisonment, done
through excerpts from his memoir, "Then They
Carne For Me", it really put life into perspec-

tive. This man was trapped in soine hole in the
ground in the middle of nowhere, tormented
and forced to answer questions that couldn't be
answered - all because he was doing his job,
in the country of his birth no less.
The lecture not only gave me a new perspective on life, but also more knowledge of the
current situation in Iran. Bahari gave the audience his thoughts on the country's current state,
and addressed his ideas on what could develop
there in the corning months. He even took part
in a post-lecture question and answer session.
When I left the Rose and Alfred Miniaci
Performing Arts Center that night, it became
clear to me, as it should have with everyone
else in attendance that NSU needs to host more
Distinguished Speaker Series events.
On Nov. 14, theoretical physicist and author Brian Greene became the most recent
speaker in the series, but there are just two more
events scheduled this school year. One will be
with forensic anthropologist Kathy Reichs, and
the other with playwright Edward Albee.
Inviting more people like Bahari, who
have not just their life experiences to talk
about, but will share the knowledge that they
have gained from those experiences, will enlighten and inspire NSU community members
to do something bigger with their lives. The Distinguished Speaker Series needs
to be held much more- often than justfour times
in one school year, and it needs to continue to
bring in a vast di"versity of guests.
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Why it's all Greek to ~e Undergrad~a~e

s GA

01~gina!fvfnrblishe~ on 01 /22/12

bi:rztten ~y: Damel Muggeo
Four years ago, when I was
starting my journey into college, I
thought Greek life was synonymous
with a party lifestyle and would be
the worst idea for me if I was serious
about going to law school. My
perspective quickly changed when
my roommate convinced me to go to
a rush event.
Throughout my pledge period, I
rapidly learned that being Greek is an
amazing opportunity. Never before
had I been a part of an organization
or a community that prides itself
on doing so many things, and all
of them well. Greeks at NSU total
thousands of community service
hours and raise thousands of dollars
for a number of charities - like the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Prevent Child Abuse America and
the National Kidney Foundation, just
to name a few. So many great causes
are fought for with such a passion for
doing something good for others.
On top of that, the foremost
foundation of Greek life is the
brotherhood or sisterhood that
accompanies the experience today and the rest of a member's life.
When I became a "pledge" - a
common term for a brand new
member - one of my new brothers
told me something that I found rather

GREEK
LIFE<<<<...
SFnrn Sf.c.,\,;f}.\RD

COURTESY OF CALPOLY GREEK LIFE

For many students Greek life is a major part of college.

cheesy: I would meet the future best
man of my wedding through my
fraternity. I laughed and thought to
myself that such a bold prediction
was probably not true.
Four years later, I now see the
absolute truth in my friend's words.
Greek life connects you with friends
that will be in your life forever. They
truly become your brothers or your
sisters. And not just in your chapter.
Going Greek helps you become part
of a national - or, in some cases,
an international - organization that
has thousands of living members and
alumni that would help you at the
drop of a hat, just because you share
the same letters.
Going Greek is also one of the
easiest ways to stand out here at NSU
and later when.you're searching for a
job. Being Greek is one of the best
ways to develop _leadership skills
and put them to good use. According
to the University of Cornell, almost

half of all U.S. Presidents were in
fraternities and 30 percent of all
Fortune 500 company CEOs are
members of a Greek organization.
Plus, being a member of Greek
life connects you to so many people
across the nation. Seeing the Greek
experience instantly tells your
hopeful employer you know how
to be a leader, how to work well
with others and that you most likely
possess good event planning and
time management skills.
Going Greek wasn't my
first choice; as I said, I was very
hesitant to even rush. But, now,
as my undergraduate time is
coming to end, I carry with me no
regrets about my time in the Greek
community. I have met some of my
best friends, traveled across the state
and country, and made connections
that will benefit me long after my
college days are over.
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what IS It

good for?
So my question is, what have
those meetings been about in the
H7rtitten QY: Andre Jensen
past few years?
Students aren't demanding that
Undergraduate SGA provide us with
What has the Undergraduate
another holiday or a brand-new facility
Student Government Association done
on campus. But the organization
for you? What has the Undergraduate
should be a little more active in
Student Government Association done
running the university, in order to truly
for you .. . lately?
be the voice of the student body.
Those are two very similar
What are some of the ways they
questions which could result in two
should go about fixing this problem?
very different answers.
Normally, the Undergraduate
All the candidates for SGA positions
SGA at NSU is very active. Our
we've seen in the past few years,
including presidents and senators, have
example of this activity is when
former Undergraduate SGA President . had one thing in common: a promise
for change. Yet, we haven't seen that
Adrian Keith Bennett III and an
involved student body made the push
much change.
for healthy alternatives, like the Salad
Yes, there are a few more options
Bar in the food court at the Don Taft
at the food court at the University
University last year.
Center and the hours at the gym
have been extended. But what about
When
NSU
administration
changes that will affect students
first approved SEA Thursday, it was
who don't use the gym or eat at the
supposed to be a monthly event. Years
later, another eager Undergraduate
food court?
I'm sure that members of
SGA president, Anthony Campenni,
came into office and the event was
Undergraduate SGA could offer up
extended to every week.
a list of accomplishments that have
produced change, but so few people
Undergraduate SGA was also
know about them.
responsible for the creation of the
My feeling is that, in order to
commuter student lounge at the Alvin
restqre Undergraduate SGA to its full
Sherman Library, a
potential, a change needs to occur
place where many
within the organization. Multiple
students relax before or
candidates need to run for positions,
in order to bring fresh ideas. NSU
When we look
new SGA President, Daniel Brookins
back at the history
is a wonderful and competent young
of NSU, it seems
man but nobody should walk into
that Undergraduate
any
elected
office
without
SGA has played a
credible competition.
role in
! I •
Last year, NSU had a. spirited
development
Undergraduate SGA election between
of the university,
two dynamic tickets for all SGA
which
brings
us
positions. That election was the most
back to our original
competitive one in almost a decade,
question: what has
according to NSU election records,
Undergraduate SGA
and the issues that concerned the
done lately?
student body were debated like they
Aside
from
should be.
knowing
about
Undergraduate SGA elections are
Sharkapalooza, the .
a great opportunity to get involved on
annual fall semester
campus and every student should take
kickoff event, most
part. NSU cannot be a vibrant campus
students can't even
without its students.
tell you SGA's role
This year and in the years to
on campus. Many
come, pay attention to who your
students, I've talked
student representatives are and ask
to don't know that
those questions. Undergraduate SGA
Undergraduate SGA
has meetings and
is supposed to be your voice at NSU:

Original[y published on 03/02/13

•

O iniOflS

NS-You
Pride
Originally jjublish,xl nn 03 /l 2/ 13

fiVrtitten ~y: Danielle McCalla
In light of the Harlem shake
dance craze, NSU's Student Events
and Activities Board thought it would
be cool if we did one on campus as a
way to encourage school pride, while
supporting our athletes. I was pretty
happy with the turnout and final cut
of the video. Kudos to everyone who
participated in the video shoot.
But then I started hearing people
complain that the event was lame or
that all NSU events are boring. I have a
problem with that. A school is nothing
without its students and, quite frankly,
I think NSU has a lot of things going
for it - like its various sport teams
and numerous clubs and organizations
that plan special events. But do we go
out to support these events? No, we
don't. We are quick to bash the efforts
of those who put time into planning
events and then we complain that
nothing is going on around campus.
NSU is composed of buildings
and lush landscapes - that's it. We,
as students, have the responsibility
to shape our university experience.
We should think about the legacy
that we are leaving behind for future
students to follow. If a group hosts
an event, you can - and should -

provide feedback. That way, student
organizations can shape their events to
suit the students who attend them.
Whatever the reason may be, we
chose to attend this institution and we
stayed here. University administrators
provide us with a safe, beautiful and
modern campus, along with excellent
professors and practical opportunities
within every academic field. But we
have to meet them half way. Of course,
there are those cynics and critics who
will say that things at NSU aren't
perfect, and they are right. There are
many things that could be improved,
but we should follow Mahatma
Gandhi's saying, "Be the change you
wish to see in the world."
If you don't like what you see, do
something about it. Go out to a game
one evening with friends. Cheer on
our sport teams as they represent our
school. Dress in a costume and do the
Harlem Shake with your schoolmates.
Pick up The Current and read about
what is happening on campus. Check
out NSU on Pinterest. There is so
much to do here, aside from studying
to pass that biology class. My wish for
each of us is that, when we leave these
hallowed halls, we not only have our
diplomas in hand, but memories and
friendships that will last a lifetime.
It's time for us to not simply say we are
Sharks; we must actually be Sharks.
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Online classes: not for the
faint of heart

Original?;, published on 10/23/ 12

Writlen l!Y: Andre Escobar
If you are like me, then an
online class, at first thought, seems
like an easier, more convenient
option that will save you time and
effort, compared to a traditional
face-to-face course. However, after
taking several online classes, I have
found that online classes are more
work, give me additional anxiety,
increase my stress, and are
really inconvenient.
In most traditional classroom
courses, you meet two or three
times a week and have a very
knowledgeable professor to answer
any questions and comfort any
uneasiness about exams and quizzes.
The professor will usually remind
you about upcoming due dates on
assignments, tell you to check your
email, work with you if you are going
to be absent, and even give you study
guides. They are coaches motivating
you to do well.
Online professors, however,
are more like the uncle who thinks
the best way to teach you to swim is
to throw you in the deep end. They
expect you to look at your syllabus
at least a week before the first online
session. Otherwise, you will already
be playing catch up.
Most online professors explain
things once and then will tell you
to refer to the syllabus thereafter. It

COURTESY OF GUARDIAN.CO.COM

Don't be fooled by the novelty of wearing pajamas to your online class session. Online classes require
a lot of work.

isn't rare for some syllabi to be over
60 pages long. Making sure that you
have completed all the requirements
of your assignment can make you
feel paranoid, since you can't easily
check in with the professor along the
way and get an immediate r~sponse.
If a question occurs to you
after your virtual class session for
that week, your only option left is
to email the professor. Then, it can
take anywhere from one to three
days to hear a response. This can
be very inconvenient, especially if
your unanswered question does not
allow you to make progress on your
assignment. You also don't have
your smart friend, who actually pays
close attention, sitting next to you to
ask for help. You're on your own.
I like to refer to online classes
as "big boy classes". In online
classes, you are responsible for
everything. The professor doesn't

chase you down to ask you why
you didn't tum something in. It's
your responsibility to understand the
material and requirements, and to
ask for help in a timely manner.
Online classes prepare you for
the real world. Companies want
employees who are self-motivated
and don't need their hand held as
they go through the process. In the
real world, you're either a shark or
shark bait. Online classes will help
you become a shark.
Online classes aren't for
everyone. If you are well organized,
pay attention to detail and are selfmotivated, then an online class may
provide excellent preparation for
life after college. But, if you like
to procrastinate and like asking
the professor a bunch of questions,
avoid online classes at any cost.
They will bring down your GPA and
your confidence.
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Put the damn phone down and drive
OrzJ?inaf9, frublished on 11 /06/12

IYiitten l.ry: AndreJensen ·

\

After crashing her car into a
mailbox in the ABC comedy "Happy
Endings", character Penny Hartz
offers a sarcastic apology to startled
onlookers: "Sorry. I was texting."
This comedic line in a sitcom
is sure to provoke laughter from
viewers. But one thing that truly
isn't laughable about texting while
driving is the lack of a state law
against it in Florida.
With the increasing use of smart
phones, texting and driving is rapidly
becoming one of the greatest hazards
on the nation's roadways. According
to the National Safety Council, a
nonprofit organization that promotes
safe driving, 18 percent of all cat
accidents in the U.S. may be caused
by texting. Many of those end in
fatalities.
The growing evidence shows
that texting while driving can be
more dangerous than driving drunk.
Consider this:
Texting makes drivers more
than 20 times more likely to crash,
compared with drivers who aren't
texting, according to a 2009 study
by the Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute.

Motorists who text . have
bills, even ones that would have
their reaction times deteriorate by
banned texting and driving only in
35 percent, a 2008 study by the
school zones.
U.K. -based Transport Research
Legislators point the finger at
Laboratory found.
former Speaker of the House Dean
Nationwide, 39 states
Cannon, who said that "personal
including the District of Columbia
liberties were a concern."
- ban text messaging and driving.
It is illegal to drive a car in
These states have adopted penalties
Florida without wearing a seat belt
for drivers caught texting; the
- an act that endangers no one but
penalties can range from a traffic · the driver. Yet, 1t's OK to take your
citation, to a misdemeanor infraction.
eyes off the road and your hands off
In most states, the texting ban
the wheel to send a string of texts,
applies to all drivers, regardless of
while cruising down a crowded street
age. However, in some states, like
at 50 miles per hour.
Texas and New Mexico, the law only
The personal liberties argument
applies to teenagers - although
is foolish. Nobody has the right to
studies have shown that adult drivers
drive a car; it's a privilege.
The public knows texting
are just as likely to text. Some states
while driving is hazardous. A 2010
ban texting from school bus drivers
and/or novice drivers.
poll by the American Automobile
In five states, including Florida,
Association Foundation for Traffic
Safety showed that 87 percent of
there are no laws against texting and
people consider texting while driving
driving, despite consistent lobbying
from state police associations and
a "very serious" safety threat, but
safety advocate groups. For several
many of those same drivers surveyed
also admit to doing it.
years, proposed laws to ban texting
The increasing problem of
while driving have passed in the
texting while driving is clear, and it's
Florida Senate, but they have all died
in the House.
now time that our state legislators
start to catch up to the reality. It's
Several Florida legislators have
time for the state to tell drivers to put
complained that legislative leaders
the damn phone down and drive.
deliberately blocked anti-texting

COUITTESY OF THE AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

Texting and driving in a serious problem.

Spring break isn't just about
beaches and beer
(Jriginalfypubli:,}ied on 02/26/13

T+'rtitten by: Andre Jensen

•

It's been said that knowledge
is power. Well, what is more
powerful than spending a week you
would normally use to do silly or
unproductive things, helping and
serving your community, your country
or the world?
Spring break is a time to wind
down, forget about classes and
homework, and just have fun. But you
can also make it a time to reach out
and do good for the local community
and the world, while forming amazing
relationships and experiencing life
outside your usual comfort zone.
"Alternative" spring breaks are

not a new idea, but in recent years, they
have become more and more popular
with college students. Alternative
spring breaks provide an essential
service to participants, by allowing
them to engage in volunteer service in
their local community or aboard.
Spring break volunteer projects
often focus on a particular issue,
such as poverty, education, child
development, refugee resettlement, the
environment or disaster relief. Students
typically learn about social issues and
then perform week-long projects with
nonprofit organizations.
At NSU, several student
organizations like Alpha Phi
Omega, SISTUHS and Community
Action Using Student Empowerment,
and academic departments - like the

Health Professions Division and the H.
Wayne Huizenga School of Business
and Entrepreneurship, in association
with the Graduate Business Students
Association, plan an alternative spring
break each year.
A particularly notable alternative
spring break was in 2010, when several
student groups worked together to
organize a massive relief trip to Haiti
after the devastating earthquake.
The trip was covered by local media
outlets, including NBC Miami and the
Sun Sentinel.
The support of university faculty,
staff and administrators, along with
student organizations, are essential to
the growth of alternative spring break
projects. Community service is a vital
part of a well-rounded education.

Need some
SPACE?
thecurrentad@nova.edu I 954.262.8455

-.

Options for spring break
alternatives include home building
projects, turtle conservation efforts,
and teaching opportunities in Central
American conservations. The United
Way also sponsors alternative spring
breaks, and non-profit house builders
like Habitat for Humanity have seen
an increase in student volunteerism
within the past few years.
Projects Abroad, one of
the largest volunteer programs
in the nation, now offers shortterm volunteering opportunities,
specifically designed for one-week
spring break trips. Participants can
propose and plan their own ideas for
alternative spring breaks.
Details on these projects and
others should be promoted to as many

TRANSlATION AND
INTERPRETATION
SERVICES IN A
WIDE VAIUETY
OF LANGUAG:ES

students as possible at NSU. Student
groups, like the Student Events
and Activities Board, have already
formed relationships with many
community service organizations,
like Big Brothers Big Sisters and The
Salvation Army. These relationships
should be encouraged and expanded
to other groups.
Alternative spring breaks educate
volunteers in the hope that these
students will go home and fundraise
or raise awareness about the problems
they witnessed firsthand. They are
important for a complete education,
because they offer students an
opportunity to contribute to the local
or global community in ways that they
might not have before.

The best service at competitive prices
•
•
•
•

Certificates
Diplomas and academic transcripts
Dissertations
Technical, commercial, and medical
documents
• Birth. marriage and death certificates
• Hearings
• Depositions
• Immigration interviews
• Medical appointments
• Business meetings
And much more...
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10% OFF Any Purchase
for Nova Students with valid school I.D.

Tropical S111oothie Cafe
5780 S. University Dr.
Davie, FL 33328
Ph: (954) 880-0840
FL183.tropica lsmooth ie.eom
tropicalsmoothiedavie

Text 'FRUIT' to 35350
to get the latest deals & discounts!

We Cater!
Ask for details.

eat better.~ feel better."'

FREE thie

I
I

---------------y----------------y----------------~
E
2
I
I

4oz. Sm

:wrap, Sandwich or Salad

with the purchase of any

:

regular price 24

oi. Smoothie. : .
I

Offer valid at this location only. Not valid
with any other offers. Limit one coupon
per customer, per visit Present coupon
at time of purchase. See store for details.
Expires 12/31/13.

with the purchase of
any regular price Wrap,
Sandwich or Salad.

F EE Flatbread

:

with the purchase of any

:

regular price 24 oz. Smoothie. :
I
Offer valid at this location only. Not valid
with any other offers. Limit one coupon
per customer, per visit Present coupon
at time of purchase. See store for details.
Expires 12/31/13.

I Offer valid at this location only. Not valid
with any other offers. Limit one coupon
I per customer, per visit Present coupon
I at time of purchase. See store for deta ils.
I Expires 12/31/13.

or
includes 2 Wraps, Sides
& 24 oz. Smoothies.

I Offer valid at this location only. Not valid
1 with any other offers. Limit one coupon
I per customer, per visit Present coupon
I at time of purchase. See store for details.
Expires 5/31/13.
Mta.ttal!iil,_...._.._
. ·

I
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"Spend as much time with
your friends as possible
and take chances. Four
years goes by way too
fast." Brittany Schemtob,
senior psychology major

"Make every day°as memorable as
possible. Get involved as much as
possible. Organizations are definitely what
make NSU a community and make you
feel like a part of a family. So if you want
that full college experience and for it to
live up to your expectations, get involved
and really put yourself out there, because
your college experience is 100 percent
what you make it." Jennifer Chia, junior

"Don't be afraid to approach
professors about any problems or
questions you may have. And get
as involved as possible; otherwise,
you won't have anything/' Logan
Armstrong, junior athletic
training major

marketing and graphic design major

"Space out your study time. If you ever have free
time, don't spend it texting or on Facebook
because that time that you spent free will be
time you're spending later going crazy trying to
make up what you missed." Sara Rodriguez,
freshman psychology major

"Come out strong in the
beginning and don't
mess up you first
semester l:Jecause it will
catch up with you in the
long run." Joshua

"Do yourself a favor and go Greek. It's the
best decision I ever made. I had a home
away from home and a support system of
sisters to help me excel academically and
socially and give back to the Florida and
NSU community." Lindsay Wright,

"Just know what you are getting
yourself .into. It's a lot of
studying." Fernando Barroso,
junior biology major

business administration major

Soliman, sophomore
biology major

"Get involved. Becoming active on campus is
so important, and you really get to explore
· the different opportunities that we have here.
And, I think finding your niche is definitely
when you're going to be happiest." Sasha

"Don't double up for major
classes because you will want
to focus on the good ones. You
don't want to over-do your
classes each semester and be
overwhelmed." · Omar
Pantoja, freshman biology
and psychology major

Pimentel, junior musical theatre major

"Be involved as much
as possible. Get
leadership positions on
campus and also focus
on your grades and
have the best GPA and
the best time
management." David
Adamian, sophomore
legal studies major

"Don't base everything off of the first
couple~of weeks. You need to find a
way to get involved and get
comfortable with the people you will
spend the rest of your college career
with because those people are going
to make the experience that much
better. Whatever you put in is what you
will get out of NSL). So make sure you
get involved in sorrlething you are
passionate about." Michelle
Garcia-Casals, senior biology major

"Don't procrastinate
before your tests.
Learn the material
the minute you're
given it because
all-nighters aren't
really a fun thing to
do." Arthur Mal mis,
junior biology major

"Make sure that you plan ahead and work
closely with your adviser to pick classes
because if you schedule your classes
wrongly, the classes that you need might
not be [offered] when you need them. So
you have to make sure that everything is
set up ahead of time. Plan ahead." Calvin
Austin, senior legal studies major

"Get involved. It
makes your college
experience that
much better. You get
a chance to connect
and make memories
with other students.
It opens the doors to
so many
opportunities."
Nichole Evans,
junior biology major

•
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We're good like that.
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The Current, Online Edition
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The Current, Online PDF Edition
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Carnell
"Cadillac"
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GREAT SERVICE. GREAT SAVINGS.
We will help you evaluate and compare
products offered by top carriers to find the
insurance solution that best meets your
needs and your budget. Visit our website
or call 954-316-4662 for a FREE quote
todayt

WWW .PROP LA YERINSU RANCEGROU P .COM

Our carriers include Progressive®, Mercury®,
Infinity®, Gainsco®, GMAC®, Titan®, Heritage®,
Universal®, Federated National®, American
Platinum® & more.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Discount amount varies in some states. One group discount applicable per policy.
Coverage is individual. In New York a premium reduction may be available. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire
Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image© 1999-20!2. © 20l2 GEICO
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AMND11E CURRENT's FIRST MEETING OF111EYEAR
AUGUST 27, NOON -1 P.M. IN 11IE ATHLETIC AND
STUDENT AFFAIRS rAsAl BUILDING. ROOM 104
LEARN HOWYOU CM CONIIIBUII
TOYOURSTUDENT NEWSPAPER

Labor Day (university closed) - Monday, Sept. 2, 2013

No classes - Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013

Thanksgiving (university closed) -Thursday, Nov. 28, 2013

University closed - Friday, Nov. 29, 2013

Welcome to the real world of business.
Winter break (no classesj - Sunday, Dec. 15, 2013' - Sunday,

Success in the business world today isn't about what you
know. It's about who you know. At Nova Southeastern
University, our professors are real-world corporate leaders
who know what it takes to succeed. You'll learn firsthand the skills needed to advance your career as you
network with faculty and fellow students. And our evening,
weekend and online graduate business programs are
designed for working professionals like yourself. All this
from the university with the largest MBA program in Florida.

~~

Na'V

il 1 A SOUTHEASTERN

n.UNIVERSITY
H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship

For a complete calendar,
activities and other M-ents, visit nselendar.nova.edu.

\?\

.

www.nova.edu/buslness

800.672.7223 ext. 25168
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Office:

Rosenthal Student Center,
room 104
Contacts:
954-262-8457

wnsu@nova.edu

Office:

Office:
Athletic and Student Affairs Building,
room 105

Athletic and Student Affairs Building,
room 102B

sharktv@nova.edu

thecurrent@nova.edu

TheCurrenu125335076336

Twitter.com/TheCurrentNSU
Meetings:

every Tuesday, noon - 1 p.m.

By Saily Regueira, features editor
The Current is the voice of the university
community - run by students, for students.
Our staff and contributing writers bring you
the latest campus news, delve into university
issues and student concerns, discuss the
hottest arts and entertainment buzz, share our
unique opinions, and inform you of everything
happening in the sports world of the Sharks.
Not only do we frequently interview
students, staff and faculty, but we sometimes
have the chance to chat with local business
leaders, entertainers; politicians and even
celebrities. We're always looking for new
students to contribute their talents to The
Current-. tlttoqgh writing, photography or
graphie desi~. 3:"ell us '_¥hat you 'l:~ pas~te
abo1:1t and mw..ed1tors will help ou devel~ and
perfect a story for the entire NSU~ommumty to
enjoy,~

Facebook.com!NSURadioX

954-262-2602

954-262-8455

Facebook.com/pages/

nova.edu/radiox

Contacts:

Contacts:

Websites:
nsucurrent.nova.edu

Websites:

Twitter.com/NSURadioX

Websites:

Staff meetings:

nova.edu/sharksunitedtv

every Tuesday, noon - 1 p.m.

Fwacebook.com/Channel96Sutv
Meetings:
every Friday, noon - 1 p.m., ASA room 104

DJ meetings:

every second Wednesday of the month, noon - 1
p.m.

By Brandon Coates, business manager

By Alex Gruber, news program director
Sharks United Television {SUTV), is
NSU's student-operated television station,
providing you with the latest in NSU events and
sports. You can watch us in the NSU residence
halls on Channel 96.
Our weekly "News & Sports" segment
recaps campus events from the past week, -:including - you guessed it, sports. "The Leak'!
is an entertainment segment, in which we
discuss entertainment, fashion and celebrity
gossip with special guest stars: students. And,
in "Gamer Nation", we review newly released
video games. New episodes of these shows,
all of which are fully produced by students, air
Friday nights at 10 p.m.
Channel 96 also broadcasts movies,
which are voted on by students every month.
You can also check out these films from any
campus location, streaming live straight from
your laptop via our "On Demand" option.
Simply log onto sharklink.nova.edu, head to the
community tab and click "Watch SUTV Now".
Aud if you're looking to advertise your
eampus organization or event, we're ~py'tD'
help~ Tell us what you'd like students to lo)Qw
and weoal create a commercial
· No ~ence is ne<res$cf{y to joln the
SlJW>team ~ a \t'oluttteer, YQilt~ valuable
btoa&tast~ence and ll)ay adv~~ one.
of ourl)fid ~l)J)S. s~ by ouri>fft<le ro le$ll
bow.roumnlljng YOUPJifeas ~entsffl;tb'

TV~

.

NSU's student radio station has a wide
variety of shows, broadcasting live on 88.5 FM
every night from 6 p.m. to midnight, reaching
Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade
counties.
Every night showcases a different
genre. Rock shows are on Mondays and
Thursdays, top 40 is on Tuesdays and
~ednesdays, club music is on Fridays, hip hop
is on Saturdays and R&B is on Sundays. Radio
X can also be heard 24/7 at live365.com and on
mobile devices through the Tuneln app.
Radio X's most popular feature is the
"Not So Urley Morning Show", which covers
news and issues relating to NSU, the local
community and the world. The show also
spotlights student organizations, students and
faculty who make a difference on campus. It
can be heard through live365.com or the Tuneln
app, Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
During their nightly shows, DJs give out
prizes and tickets to local concerts, shows and
sporting events. Tune in and you may be lucky
enough to win.
'Amfto become more than just a
listellei;,, $il»RW ffi>p by our office or give usra
'rw can lPin hands-on radio broadcasting
, ence as an intern or an"8ir DJ. No

can.

. :,•a
'1~~satli M v~Iueteen
may
'.ittten$

~tJlS.

~ancero one of our~

and
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Every traditional event involves teamwork between students, staff, faculty and campus organizations.
The dates listed below, as currently scheduled for the 20fl3-20i4 school year, are subject to change.

Weeks ol Welcome

Sharkapalooza

Aug. 21 - Sept. 8

Aug. 30, 6 - 9 pm

Also known as "WoW"; these two weeks welcome back students - both new and returning with informational events, special activities and celebrations, including the Undergraduate Student
Government Association's Water Wo11ks party, a convocation for the Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences, a Welcome Hon:1e BBQ at The Commons residence hall, a student employment fair,
Shark Student Service Day and a Labor Day pool party.

During Weeks of Welcome, the Student Events and Activities Board holds
Sharkapalooza, featuring NSU's student organizations, performances, prizes, activity
booths, free food and more.

Midnight Madness

Lile 101

fall, exact date to be anno,unced
NSU's men's and women's basketball teams wm host Midnight Maclness, a free event
with contests, performances, raffles, and food for students to meet the student-athletes, in
NSU's Don Taft University Center Arena.

various dates throughout the year, to be
announced
"Life 1:0:l .•. Personally Speaking" is a lecture series that invites leaders
from the world of busiri'ess, entertainment, politics and athletics to NSU's
main campus. Tfie interactive, 60-minute interview program is hosted by a
faculty member and allows participants to ask questions directly to the guest,
following their lecture. Past guest speakers have included actress Gabrielle
Union, Olympian Michael Phelps, singer John Legend, hasketball player
Alonzo Mourning, actor James Earl Jones and hip hop artist. C:ommon.

Homecoming week
Nov. 9 - 16
This week-long celebration is
a time for NSU alumni and students
to show off their Shark pride.
Homecoming 2013 will consist of
eight events:

Distinguished
SpeakeP series
fall and winter semesters

Nov. 9 - Homecoming parade,
featuring the homecoming court
Nov. 10 - Special Olympics
carnival, a 5k race and carnival on
NSU's main campus, hosted by The
Special Olympics Broward County

The Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences invites prominent leaders
within a variety of academic fields to speak on main campll!S; often
answering questions posed by students. Past speakers have included forensic
anthropologist and the creator of "Bones" Kathy Reichs"; director Spilke Lee;
social rights activist Desmond Tutu; investigative journalist Bob Woodward;
and actor and activist Richard Dreyfuss.

S.E.A Thursdays

Nov. 11- Stuff-a-Shark, similar
to what you do at Build-a-Bear
stores, but Shark style
Nov. 12 - Flight Deck Follies,
the gentlemen of NSU strut their
stuff in this all-male beauty pageant
Nov. 13 - Raft Races, teams
make and race in their own rafts in
NSU's Gold Circle Lake

Nov. 14 - Homecoming Bash, at
Passion Nightclub in the Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino
Nov.15 - Homecoming peprally and game, featuring an NSU
team that will be announced in the
fall
Nov. 16 - Laugh Your Fins Off
comedy show, previous shows have
featured Kevin Hart and other wellknown comedians

communit1Fes1
Feb.8

Developed in 20M, CommnnityFest is an annual festival that celebrates and connects NSU
students, employees and their famrlies, as weJl as community businesses and organizations, around
Gold Circle Lake. There is free food, prizes, live music and entertainment, booths hosted by student
groups and local businesses, a "Shark Slide", an obstacle course, a bounce house, paddle boats and
many more free activities.

every Thursday, during the fall and
winter semesters

Overseen by The Student Events and Activities Board, SEA Thursdays are a weekly
chance for students to enjoy free food and live music, while learning more about NSU's clubs
and organizations, through booths and activities in the Don Taft University Center Spine.

NSU's Oot Talent
March 13 and 14
The university's version of NBC's "America's Got Talent" features students showcasing their
musical, dance, magical, acrobatic, comedic talents and other acts. Three staff judges provide
humorous critiques and select a champion, who wins a $1,000 prize toward their student organization.

Block painting partv
mid-January

On the first week back from wint~r break, NSU's campus organizations and clubs get to
paint their own block along the sidewalks of NSU's Alvin Sherman Library Quad, with their
group's logo and other designs. There's also food, music and prizes.

The STUEYS
April 15
The $tudent Life Achievement Awards, best known as the "STUEYS", is an annual student-run
awards show and celebration, recognizing students! staff, organizations and businesses that have
positively contributed to the NSU community. Every NSl student, staff, and faculty member is
eligible for nomination to recieve our version of an Acadern _Award.
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ACADEMIC ADVISING

The Office of Academic Services, housed within the Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences, offers tutoring, writing critiques, sample exams and other academic services to
all undergraduate students.

The Office of Academic Advising allows students to meet with an advisor to develop
their academic schedules. Advisors can assist in course enrollment, tranfer credits,
choices related to majors and other academic decisions.

Location: Currently in Parker Building, suite 100 but will be moving during the 20132014 school year; call for location before visiting

Location: Mailman-Hollywood Building, 3rd Fl9or

Website: fcas.nova.edu/services/acadernic_services
Contact: 954-262-8350 or academicservices@nova.edu

Website: fcas.nova.edu/services/advising
Contact: 954-262-7990, ugadvising@nova.edu

- - - - - - - - -~ ~·~ -~=-

VETERAN SERVICES

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
I A variety of employment opportunities, both on and off campus, are open to students I with or without financial need. Interested students should contact The Office of Student
Employment to learn about open positions, apply and complete the required Student
Employment Workshop.

I·

The Department of Veteran Affairs was created to assist veterans and their eligible
dependents. It provides educational benefits for educational and career growth. Veterans
must complete an online application through the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to
be eligible. Contact the office for details.

Location: Horvitz Administrative Building, 1st floor

Location: Horvitz Administration Building

Website: nova.edu/financialaid/employment
Contact: 954-262-3380 or studentemployment@nova.edu

Website: nova.edu/financialaid/veterans
Contact: 800-541-6682 ext. 27236 or VAbenefits@nova.edu

(AREER DEVELOPMENT

FINANCIAL AID
i
i

Students are encouraged to meet with financial aid advisors to ensure that they can
focus on their studies, rather than worry about financial problems. The financial aid
j advisors can help students understand what types of aid are available and can assist in the
application process.

NSU's Office of Career Development is dedicated to helping undergraduates, graduate
students and alumni in planning and enacting a successful career plan. Advisors can
discuss resumes, job search techniques, internership opportunities, interview skills and
more. Students may either drop in for advisement or schedule an appointment.

Location: Horvitz Administration Building, 1st floor

Location: Alvin Sherman Library, room 4036 and Carl DeSantis Building, 1st floor

Website: nova.edu/financialaid/
Contact: 954-262-3380 or finaid@nova.edu

Website: nova.edu/career
Contact: 954-262-7201

STUDENT DISABILITY SERVICES

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
SERVICES

The Office of Student Disability Services acts as a resource for any student that needs
individualized accommodations for identified disabilities. The office provides services
and auxiliary aids to qualified students to ensure equal, comprehensive access to the
university programs and facilities.

The Office of International Students and Scholars (OISS) provides students with advisory
services regarding any immigration-related problems with enrollment, employment,
financial aid, health insur~ce and more. The office acts as a liaison between NSU and
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.

Location: Rosenthal Student Center, 1st floor
Website: nova.edu/disabilityservices
Contact: 954-262-7185

Location: Horvitz Administration Building, 1st floor
Website: nova.edu/internationalstudents
Contact: 954-262-7240, intl@nova.edu

r·- --.
r

HELP DESK
The NSU help desk offers assistance to students who need to access wireless systems,
NSU email and online learning systems. The help desk may also assist students in
solving computer issues, such as spam or viruses.
Website: nova.edu/help
Contact: 954-262-4357 or help@nova.edu

r
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SrUDENT ACTIVITIES
The Office of Student Activities is the central office for Fraternity & Sorority Life, the
Undergraduate Student Government Association and the Student Events and Activities
(SEA) board. Contact the office to find out how to become involved in its over 100
student organizations, help plan activities and more.
Location: Don Taft University Center, 1st floor
Website: nova.edu/studentactivities
Contact: 954-262-7288 or union@nova.edu

.

lSTUDENT

LEADERSHIP AND (IVIC
ENG.AGEMENT

The SLCE Office connects students to service-based and leadership opportunities,
on campus and in the community. SLCE coordinates the annual NSU service trips,
including trips to New Orleans, Key West and international cities.

RESIDENTIAL
LIFE AND HOUSING
\
The Office or Residential Life and Housing oversees NSU's five residence halls. Its
provides daily housing maintenance, plans programs and activities and supervises
resident assistant (RAs). They also offer off-campus housing services for students
seeking nearby housing rentals and roommate matches.
Location: 3301 College Avenue

Location: Rosenthal Student Center, 2nd floor
Website: nova.edu/studentleadership
Contact: 954-262-7195 or slce@nova.edu

Website: nova.edu/reslife
Contact: 954-262-7052 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27052
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vt·htten l!Ji: Kathryn Downey
Below are some services and attractions that'll help you make the most of South Florida, both on and off campus.

DUNUNGICONWENUENCE
On-campus Dining
Food Court Don Tuft University Center:
Chick-n-Grill, Denny's, Fresh Express, Greens Ect.,
JuiceBlenclz, Outtakes, Papa Johns, Subway, Starbucks
Health Professions Division Cafe in the Morton
Terry Building:
Au Bon Pain soups, Dunkin' Donuts coffee, Juiceblendz,
Outtakes, Papa John's, The Chef's Table, The Shark's
Grille, Subway, Wild Greens

salads, Au Bon Pain soups, sushi, Dunkin' Donuts coffee
and more
Monty's Cafe (Einstein Bros. Bagels)
in the Carl Desantis Building
bagels, gourmet coffee, sandwiches, salads, snacks, bakery
items and more
Parker Building Outtakes
Einstein Bros. Bagels, sandwiches, salads, sushi, snacks,
beverages, Dunkin' Donuts coffee and more

Publix: General grocery store, 6525 Nova Dr., 954-4239599
Super Turget: discount department store and supermarket,
5800 S University Dr, 954-377-0041
Walgreens: convenience store and pharmacy, 3015 S
University Dr, 954-475-9222
Walmart Supercenter: discount store and supermarket,
4301 S University Dr., 954-331-3612

For a full list of on-campus dining locations, including
West End Ave Deli in the Alvin Sherman Library
Seattle's Best coff-ee, Einstein Bros. bagels, Au Bon Pain
soups, customizable sandwiches, salads and more
Supreme Court Cafe in the Shepard Broad Law
Center
Einstein Bros. bagels, "grab and go" sandwiches and

hours and menus, visit dineoncampus.comlnova

Grocery and convenience stores:
CVS: convenience store and pharmacy, 2920 Davie Rd,
954-584-8059

Whole Foods Market: Natural and organic grocery store,
7720 Peters Rd., 954-236-0600
Winn-Dixie: General grocery store, 7139 W Broward Blvd.,
954-792-1405

TRANSPORT ATUON
Shark Shuttle:
The shark shuttle is a free bus system with stops
throughout campus and nearby locations. For a complete
map of routes, visit nova.edu/locations/shuttle.html
Routes 1 and 2:

Mondays - Fridays, 7 a.m. - 12:30 a.m.
Route 1 circulates that campus in a clock-wise direction,
making stops in front of the Administrative Services
Building, The Commons Residence Hall, the Don Taft
University Center, the Horvitz Administration Building, the
Shepard Broad Law Center, the Alvin Sherman Library, the
Terry Administrative Building and University Park Plaza.
Route 2 makes the same stops, but counter clock-wise.

Rolling Hills Express Routes 1 and 2:

Mondays - Fridays, 6 a.m. - 12:30 a.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, 7 a.m. - 12:30 a.m.
Rolling Hills Express Route 1 circulates that campus in a
clock-wise direction, stopping at Rolling Hills Residence
Hall, the Don Taft University Center, the Horvitz
Administrative Building, the Shepard Broad Law Center,
the Alvin Sherman Library and the Terry Administration
Building. Route 2 makes the same stops, but counter clockwise.

Broward County Transit (BCT):
The 299 buses of this public transportation service cover
approximately 410 square miles, stopping at 4,520 locations
along 286 fixed routes. BCT also provides links to MiamiDade and Palm Beach counties transit systems and many of
its buses offer free WiFi. A ride costs $1. 75, but NSU's Alvin
Sherman Library offers a $40 month pass. Schedules vary by
location. For more information, including route details, visit
broward.org/BCT

Broward Mall/ Publix Route:

Mondays - Fridays, 6:00 p.m. - 9:40 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, 2:00 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.
This shuttle circulates between buildings A and C of
the Rolling Hills Graduate Apartments, The Commons
Residence Hall, Publix and Westfield Broward Mall.

SHOPPING
Malls
Aventura Mall
Location: 19501 Biscayne Blvd Aventura, FL 33180
Website: aventuramall.com
Phone#: 305-935-1110
Stores: 299 upscale shops, spread over three floors,
including Nordstrom's, Bloomingdale's, Banana Republic,
Burberry and Juicy Couture
Pembroke Lakes Mall
Location: 11401 Pines Blvd., Suite 546,
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
Website: pembrokelakesmall.com
Phone #: 954-436-3311
Stores: over 150 retail and service stores, including
Champs Sports, Express, Forever 21, Gap and RadioShack
Sawgrass Mills Malls
Location: 12801 W Sunrise Blvd, Sunrise, FL 33323
Website: simon.com/mall/sawgrass-mills

Phone #: 954-846-2300
Stores: over 300 retail outlets and name brand
discounters, including Nordstrom's Rack, T.J. Maxx, Old
Navy Outlet, Express, J. Crew Factory and Nine West
Outlet
The Shops at Pembroke Gardens (outdoor mall)
Location: 527 SW 145th Terrace, Pembroke Pines, FL
33027
Website: pembrokegardens.com
Phone #: 954-450-1580
Stores: Nearly 75 shops and restaurants, including The
Cheesecake Factory, RA Sushi Bar, Old Navy, Hollister,
Barnes & Noble and Sephora
Westfield Broward Mall
Location: 8000 W Broward Blvd, Plantation, FL 33388
Website: westfield.com/broward
Phone#: 954-473-8100
Stores: 125 retail and service stores, including Dillard's,
JCPenney, Macy's, Sears and Abercrombie & Fitch

Shopping Centers
The Fountains
Location: 801 S. University Drive, -Plantation, FL 33324
Website: shopthefountains.com
Stores: Marshalls/HomeGoods, Dollar Tree, Kohl's,
Dick's Sporting Goods and Ideal Image
The Lakeside Town Shops
Location: 5800 South University Drive, Davie, FL 33328
Website: edens.com/centers/FL/Davie/Lakeside-TownShops
Stores: Super Target, Payless Shoesource, Pollo Tropical,
Dollar Tree, GameStop and GNC
The Tower Shops
Location: 1904 S. University Drive, Davie, Florida 33324
Website: tower-shops.com/home
Stores: Office Depot, Home Depot, Old Navy, T.J. Maxx,
Claire's, Flannigans, Subway and Taco Bell
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RECREATION

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park
Location: 1200 Crandon Blvd Key Biscayne, FL 33149
Website: floridastateparks.org/capeflorida
The details: Home of Miami-Dade's oldest structure, a lighthouse built in 1825,
and the former site of a U.S. Army naval base, this scenic and historical beach caters to
photographers, nature-lovers and campers. Park admission is $5 per vehicle.
Crandon Park
Location: 6747 Crandon Blvd Key Biscayne, FL 33149
Website: www.miamidade.gov/parks
The details: On the island of Key Biscayne, Crandon Park's 264-acre natural barrier
island habitat is open to guided tours and field trips, bird watching, canoeing, kayaking,
snorkeling and biking. The entrance fee is $5 per vehicle.
Fort Lauderdale Beach
Location: 521 N Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
Website: sunny.org
The details: This clean, family-friendly beach is perfect for swimming, snorkeling,
scuba diving and jet-skiing. Meter parking is available.
Haulover Beach Park
Location: 10800 Collins Ave, Bal Harbour, FL 33154
Website: hauloverbeach.org
The details: This clothing-optional beach is a 0.4-mile stretch of white sand dunes
and open ocean surf, popular with sunbathers and surfers. Free parking is available.
South Beach
Location: 1001 Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139
Website: visitsouthbeachonline.com
The details: South Beach, a neighborhood of Miami Beach, is lined by many iconic
bars, clubs, restaurants and shops and a 1.6 mile path for rollerblading, biking and walking.
Bike, scooter and Segway rentals are available at shops along Collins Avenue. Meter
parking is available.

Parks
C.B. Smith Park
Location: 900 N. Flamingo Rd., Pembroke Pines, FL 33028
Website: broward.org/parks/cbsmithpark
The details: This 299-acre area includes a water park, a large campground, a
tennis complex, a golfing center, picnic areas, batting cages, a basketball court and other
attractions.
Central Broward Regional Park & Stadium
Locatibn: 3700 N.W. 11th Place, Lauderhill, FL 33311
Website: broward.org/Parks/CentralBrowardRegionalPark
The details: Perhaps best known for its 5,000-seat cricket stadium, this park also has
four soccer/football fields, two netball courts, a water playground, paddleboat rentals, an
instructional pool, corporate pavilions and two large playgrounds that feature climbing
rocks and 90-degree slides.

Markham Park & Target Range
Location: 16001 W. State Rd. 84, Sunrise, FL 33326
Website: markhampark.com
The details: This 666-acre park is home to a shooting range and the astronomical Fox
Observatory, along with a mountain bike and jogging trails, playgrounds, a SO-acre airfield,
a lake for personal watercrafts, fishing and boating areas, and pool complex.
Plantation Heritage Park
Location: 1100 S. Fig Tree Lane, Plantation, FL 33317 ·
Website: broward.org/Parks/PlantationHeritagePark
The details: Abundant tropical flowering trees and palms are featured hroughout this
88.5-acre park, which is also home to a tropical fruit grove, two playgrounds, a fitness trail
and a duck pond area.
Tree Tops
Location: 3900 S.W. lOOthAve., Davie, FL 33328
Website: broward.org/Parks/TreeTopsPark
The details: Features of this 243.3-acre park include 23 acres of restored freshwater
marsh accessible by a 1,000-foot boardwalk, more than seven miles of equestrian trails,
picnic areas, three playgrounds, a marina that offers paddleboat rentals and a butterfly
garden

Phone #: 954-525-5500
Fee: MoAFL is a division of NSU and entrance is free with a valid Shark Card. General
admission for adults is $14.
Features: over 6,000 pieces of art, including ones by American painter William Glackens,
artists of the N orthem European CoBrA Movement and contemporary Cuban artists
Museum of Contemporary Art, North Miami
Location: 770 NE 125th Street, North Miami, Florida 33161
Website: mocanomi.org
Phone #: 305-893-6211
Fee: $5 for general admission, $3 for seniors and students
Features: around 600 pieces of contemporary art by emerging and established artists,
along with traveling exhibitions .
Museum of Discovery and Science
Location: 401 SW Second St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
Website: mods.org
Phone#: 954-467-6637
Fee: $14 for adults, $13 for children
Features: 3D IMAX theater, simulated ride to Mars, airplane simulator, animal exhibit and
other interactive explorations
Naval Air Station Fort Lauderdale Museum
Location: 4000 West Perimeter Road, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315
Website: nasflmuseum.com
Phone #: 954-359-4400
Fee: Admission is free for anyone and free tours are available by request through the
website.
Features: vintage aircraft and ship models, World War II memorabilia and photograph
collection, flight simulator, recreated soldier barracks, aviation mural and more
South Florida Science Museum
Location: 4801 Dreher Trail North, West Palm Beach, FL 33405
Website: sfsm.org
Phone#: 561-832-1988
Fee: $9 for adults, $6 for children
Features: more than 50 hands-on exhibits, a digital planetarium, freshwater and saltwater
aquariums and natural history exhibitions

DellaVentura's

PIZZERIA
i:as-t:i l='rier\dly Service
E:.a-t: fn, Take Ou-t:, and l>eliver1
-t:o ~es\der\ce -1-laUs

954.791.6077

A120SW
6'thAWIIIN
Davie, FL 3331A
Meftdoy,..Tiw..trsdo~ 11 o.m.~10 p,m.,

Frk:toy~so~y;: n a.m.-n p..m..
SUlll®)iSc 12 p..m,~..a p,m.,

Park fees:
Admission.prices for all parks apply on weekends and holidays only; other days are free.
Yearly passes are also available.

$1.50 per person (ages 6 and up)
$8 maximum charge per car or van (six to nine occupants)
$20 maximum charge per commercial vehicle/school bus (10 or more occupants)

Museums
Museum of Art Fort Lauderdale
Location: One East Las Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
Website: moafl.org

Large 16". Di ne i n on y.
Must purchase 2 drinks.
Offer expires August 31, 2013
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Price Range Key:
$ : Under $10 per person
$$ : Between $10 - $30 per person

Mustard Seed Bistro and Market

BurgerFi

Location: 256 S University Drive, Plantation, FL 33317
Website: mustardseedbistro.com
Phone #: 954-533-9326
Price Range:$$

Location: 1902 S University Drive, Davie, FL 33324
Website: burgerfi.com
•
Phone #: 954- 900-5203
Price Range: $

Review: Creative soups, salads and sandwiches are the

Review: BurgerFi's menu embodies the American dining

highlight of this quaint French-themed bistro. Mustard Seed
servse up frothy cappuccinos and adorable homemade cupcakes
every day, and it "half/half" special of half a sandwich and a
small cup of soup makes for a less pricey lunch. For dinner, the
bistro offers fancy, yet healthy, options that pair perfectly with
its desserts and coffee.

experience; juicy burgers and hot dogs come loaded with
toppings, along signature onion rings and fries. Its rich, oldfashioned milkshakes are also well-known, including unique
flavors like red velvet, peanut butter and banana. BurgerFi's
most popular dessert items, however, are its "frozen concretes"
- layers of creamy frozen custard and cake, fruit or candy.

100 Montaditos

Fala Falafel

Location: Fountains Shopping Plaza, 801 S University

Price Range: $

Location:2275 S University Drive, Davie, FL 33324
Website: falafalafel.com
Phone #: 954-281-8779
Price Range: $
Offers discount with NSU ID

Review: The always-packed casual restaurant offers 100

Review: Think of this dine-in and to-go restaurant as a

varieties of "montaditos", or "little sandwiches". Three delicious
bites each, 100 Montaditos's savory or sweet sandwiches make
a perfect lunch· or dinner, paired with the restaurant's seasoned
fries, chips, ice cream or affordable Sangria. The place gets
especially busy on $1 Wednesdays .....:... during which every ,.
montadito is just a buck - but the low prices and delicious
sandwiches are worth a little commotion.

healthy, Mediterranean version of Subway. Its most popular
item is the pita, piled .high with crispy falafel, eggplant or
chicken, and a seemingly endless array of toppings, including
hummus, salads, relishes and traditional Mediterranean sauces.
In addition t o healthy vegetarian options, Fala Falafal's
Shwarma, chicken and beef kebabs, and gyros are fresh and
served in generous portions.

Drive, Plantation, FL 33324
Website: lOOmontaditos.com
Phone#: 954-370-6088

-

The Cheese Course

Lime Fresh Mexican grill

Location: Fountains Shopping Plaza , 801 S University

Location: Fountains Shopping Plaza, 801 S University

Drive, Plantation, FL 33324
Website: thecheesecourse.com

Drive, Plantation, FL 33324

Phone #:754-200-8387
Price Range: $$

Website:limefreshrnexicangrill.com
Phone #:954-472-5550
Price Range: $

Review: The Cheese Course has a healthy menu of gourmet

Review: Everything, from the fish tacos to the tortilla-less

salads, sandwiches and soups, featuring 150 specialty cheeses
that are well-worth the extra dollars. The most popular sandwich,
Prosciutto di Parma, stars Italian parmesan cheese aged to
perfection for 14 months. Their artisanal cuisine is enhanced by -offerings of biscotti and fresh coffee, and the restaurant doubles
as a small European-style cheese shop, offering regular cheese
classes and tastings.

"Nudie" burrito, is flavorful and generously portioned. The
highlight is the fresh salsa bar, which features taco toppings
that range from mildly spicy to five-alarm hot. The indoor and
outdoor seating right at the entrance of the Fountains Shopping
Plaza gives Lime Fresh Mexican Grill a real social and relaxed
feel, perfect for lunch or dinner.

Della Ventura Restaurant and

Boca Di Beppo

Pizzeria
Location: 4120 SW 64th Ave, Davie, FL 33314
Website: dellaventurapizza.corn
Phone #:954-791-6077
Price Range: $
Offers discount with NSU ID

Review: This cozy pizzeria delivers signature pizzas and
homemade Italian dishes to NSU's main campus. With over 20
toppings to choose from and several pre-set pies, all baked in a
. brick oven, Della Ventura is the area's best authentic pizzeria.
Its varying daily lunch specials make it an affordable and
delicious option.

Location: 3355 S University Dr, Davie, FL 33328
Website: bucadibeppo.corn
Phone #:954-577-3287
Price Range: $$
Offers discount with NSU ID

Review: For family-style dining in a touristy Italian
atmosphere, Buca Di Beppo is the place to go. From the wide
menu selection and large portions to the 14-ounce beers,
everything about the restaurant is oversized and dramatic. Its
delicious cheesy garlic bread is a popular side, in addition to
its pastas and desserts. Dinnertime is usually busy, but the
restaurant takes reservations and offers meals to go.
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Enrollment and Student Services

£nrolLwtent lM1.dt Stuilet1t Serv~ (£SS) We.l.cc-ttuw Yowto-NSU I
ESS is comprised of the Office of Student Financial Assistance, the University Registrar's Office, the University Bursar's Office,
the One-Stop Shops, the University Call Center, Transfer Evaluation Services, the Offices of Undergraduate Admissions and
Recruitment, and Enrollment Processing Services. Collectively, the goal of ESS is to efficiently and effectively meet all your service needs!
On this page, you will find important information for the 2013-2014 academic year.
For more information, visit our Web page at www.nova.edu/financialaid
or call (954) 262-3380 or 800-806-3680.

Steps to Navigate the 2013-2014 Financial Aid Process
Following is a brief description of important steps in the
2013-2014 financial aid
process. For detailed instructions, visit the NSU financial
aid
Web
site
at
www. nova. edulfinancialaid.
1

Complete the FAFSA

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)
at
www.fafsa.ed.gov each year.

2

4

Submit Additional
Documentation

Some students may be required to submit additional
documents prior to being
awarded. You will be notified
of outstanding requirements
via your NSU email. Your requirements (outstanding and
completed) can also be
viewed via Sharklink. (On the
student tab, locate the financial aid section and click: My
financial aid > Eligibility > Student Requirements.)

Plan for Housing & Meals

Your financial aid budget
includes a housing and meal
component. Ensure that
your budget covers these
expenses if you intent to live
on campus.

Access your financial aid
status via Sharklink's student tab to ensure you have
no outstanding require~
ments. Now is a good time to
confirm your admissions
status. You must be fully
admitted in order for your
financial aid funds to disburse.

If you are interested in receiving student loans, you will be
required to complete a Direct
Loan Master Promissory Note
(MPN). If you are applying for
a Direct PLUS loan for the first
time as a graduate student, a
first professional student, or a
parent borrower, you or your
parent(s) will be required to
complete a PLUS MPN that is
separate from the MPN used
for Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized loans.
Provided you have met all eligibility requirements and submitted all requested documents, you will receive your
Award Notice via your NSU
email or the U.S. Postal Ser-

vice. Before accepting, reducing, or declining your awards,
carefully review the terms and
conditions of your Award Notice.

Your Award Notice will provide you with detailed instructions on how to accept, reduce, or decline your financial
aid award.

24/7 Service
If you are a first-time federal
loan borrower, you will also be
required to complete an Entrance Interview before your
loan funds can be disbursed.
If you have accepted a Federal Work:-Study award, you
must complete an online student employment workshop
and submit a completed Student Employment Application.

7

Register for Classes

Be sure to register early to
ensure timely disbursement of
your financial aid. Please remember that enrollment requirements vary depending on
yo_ur program and financial aid
programs.

Did you know about all the things you
can do in SharkLink... ?
Payment for tuition, fees, and
other NSU charges Is due In
full at the time of registration.
However, the University Bursar's Office has payment plan
opiions for students who need
a little extra help in meeting
their obligations.
Students may defer payment
for any balances remaining
on their s1udent account after
all discounts, financial aid,
and other credits have been
applied.
There are 3--Month and 10Month Payment Plans available to au students, except
intemational students.

For details, visit:
www.nova.edu/bursar/pay
ment/psymen(plans.html

•

•

Review the status of your
financial aid including outstanding requirements

Accept, reduce, or decline
your loan(s) and Federal
Work-Study

•

View grades and request
official transcrjpts

•

Update your mailing ad~
dress

•

View your class schedule

•

View your student account

•

Pay your bill

•

Sign up for direct deposit
for loan refunds

•

Retrieve tax information
Obtain a free. official en,..
rollment verification cer~
tificate

•

View your award payment
schedule

•

•

View your status regarding
the standards of academic
progress (financial aid)

https://shar1dink.nova.edu

or call (954) 262-5200.
•

Register for classes

Questions?
ESS is here to help

The University Call Center and
the Help Desk are staffed 24
hours a day, seven days a
week to answer your questions
regarding your financial aid,
your student account, or registration.

University Bursar
(954) 262-5200

University Registrar
(954) 262-7200

Financial Aid
(954) 262-3380
Help Desk
(954} 262-HELP (4357)

Checb out
Dollar$ and $ense
The

ESS newsletter Dollar$
and $ense regularly offers financial aid news and tips and
great information on scholar-

ship opportunities. Look for
each edition in your NSU
(SharkLink) email or visit the
financial aid Web site at
www.nova.edu/financialaid.

Don't forget your
Parbing Decal
2014 Parking decals become
available in June. Be sure to
regularly check your NSU
(SharkLink) email for aa-Ms to
the Parking Decal Application
and detailed instructions. Your
Parking Decal mutt be dis-played on your vehiole by Sep·
tember 1. 2013. or you may

receive a parking citation for
an expired or missing decal.
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WINTER
Men's and women's crosS"'c,edntry

Men's basketball:

Both tl'l~ men's and wom:en's cross C:Qtmtry
tean\s are seH0 be majar f actor.s ~n the
Sunshine Stat~ ~riferen€e. Comiag off of a
South. Regioll'champiotl-ship fro the g.uys
team a._ad a third place fmish from ttle ladie~
the'Shal'ks wiU fook"ta remm t0 fl\1e NCAA Division II Natiomal Chamr:>ionship meet'tbis
y.ear. Tne Sharks are eoaGhed b~-BJYan
Hagopialil, who was named the AH-South
Region Coach of the Year last s~aBon.

The young men's basketball team showed a great
deal of improvement from the beginning of last
season, until their showing in the SSC Championships. Look for sophomores Stian Berg and Maurice
Fuller to step up their game as they take over for the
four graduating seniors. Head Coach Gary Tuell will
head into his 10th season at NSU in hopes of
obtaining the team's first SSC Championship.

Women's basketball:
The women's basketball team just came off of their most successful season in
program history. Second-year Head Coach LeAnn Freeland led the Sharks to an
appearance in the NCAA Division II Elite Eight. After only losing two seniors, the
Sharks will look to advance even further during the 2013-2014 season. Historically, they have won the regular season conference championship twice and
have seen two players earn All-American honors including last year's leader,
Meixandra Porter.

Men's Soccer:

JEAllV

Head Coach Giuseppe "Joe" DePalo will look
to further his young team. Last year's team
only had one senior but had 15 freshmen on
the roster. DePalo has been in control of the
men's soccer team since 1999 and has seen
his players excel every year. He will look to
gain the team something they have never
earned before - a SSC championship.

Women's go1f

Volleyball:

"the weme:n!s golf team has beeA the klighlight
of the NSU athletic:s pragr:am the last few
yeai:-s. Head Coach Amanaa Brown h.as led the
Sharks to four conference ,hampionsnips in
seven years of heading the program. Within
those years, the team has won four straight
Rational championships-from 2009 to 2012,
becoming the NCAA's second team to wJn that
many consecutive national championships.

After losing four seniors last season, Head Coach Steve Wilcosky will not have to
do a lot of rebuilding for this team. The now experienced Sharks snould post an
impressive record with the amount of talent they have on the court. This will be
Wlkesky's eighth year as the NSU head coach and he already holds the record for
the most wins for an NSU volleyball coach.

Base&all=
Men's golf
Led by second-year Head Coach Ryan Jamison, the Sharks will look to win
another conference and national championship. NSU won their first national
championship during the 2011-2012 season and have a shot at winning
another since they did not have any seniors last year. Look out for freshman
Hunter O'Mahony to make great strides in his career, following in the footsteps
of his brother Greg who earned three All-American honors while at NSU.

Men's and women's
swimming and diving

lhleNSU baseball team may have a bit ofa
rgbuilding year after lo.sing 11 seniars. they will
be led int{l)':the tough SGhedt:de of the SansJline
State"Conference by foun:lit-year H.ead Coach Greg
Bi:own. Since NSU joined the NCAA., the baseball
teaa:l'bas seen 1~ different All-'Ame-rlcans,includit1g sei1iorl(:ar:l0s Asuaje. Two-,:0Jthe,0ther
Alh~mericans are currently playing in the major
lea13ue;,Milwat1kee Br:ewers' pitcHer Mike Fiers and
Ftouston Astros' left fielder J'J;J>. Martinea

Rowing:

The men's and women's swimming
and diving team look to continue
where they left off last season:
winning national championships. The
Sharks saw seniors Oskar Nordstrand
and Erin Black win the individual
championship in the 500-yard
freestyle. Both teams will rely on their
expedence to get the even further, as
each team has at least six seniors on
the roster for the 2013-2014 season.
They will be under the direction of
Head Coach Hollie Bonewit-Cron, who
has led the program sin€e its installation during the 2010-2011 season.

Men's and women's track and field
Also led by Hagopian, the NSU men's and
women's track and field team will come in to the
2014 season with one impoi:tant thing on their
side - experience. Both teams will have six
athletes coming l:>ack for their senior seasons. This
wi11 be the second year that the Sharks are mthe
Peacb Belt Conference, since the SSC daes not
have enough member institutions that b'ave tr.ack
ancl field teams.

Within the ;past deli:ade, the wemea's r0wJJ;tg teami,as bad 1:0 i:ower:s ear,A
AII-Americart-honers witeh one 0ft<b:em, Cheyenne Poskey, ttai:-niAg it twk:e. lne
rowing team ba-s con\tantly been com~titive, winoigg a natieeal cham@"ronslflfp.in 2009 and five Go0fereA'l!;e champiornship-s. the> 2013--J Q1t4 team will be
leEI tilt Head,~pach St pbeo Fra2!iei:-Wong, wl:io is tbe third NS6J toaGb slqee,the
rowing team was started in 2~.
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Student clubs and
•
•
organ1zat1ons
f'Vritten by: Saily Regueiro
From honor societies to pre-professional
clubs, Greek organizations and multicultural
organizations, there are many fun and
i : > warding ways for students to get involved.
s of May 2013, NSU has 105 student
· rganizations, which allow students to make
·iends while exploring their interests and
, 'lgaging with the university community.
Molly Kresl, graduate assistant for
mdent organizations in the Office of Student
,ctivities, said, "All of the organizations offer
, different component that help to support
.tudents. We have an organization for many
·ifferent majors, sports interests, cultural
1terests and special interests. All of them are
·ill and popular for different reasons."
Some of the most common types of
tudent groups include:
Pre-professional organizations
give
tudents the opportunity to prepare for their
:iture, network with professionals and interact
1ith peers interested in the same field. Many of
1ese organizations also help students prepare
x graduate school entrance exams.
Fraternities and sororities, also known
s Greek organizations, provide a gateway
J social and . philanthropic activities, while
nembers become a part of a lifelong sisterhood
>r brotherhood.
Community service organizations
.·ngage students in creating, planning and
participating in various community service
activities and projects that benefit our campus,
the South Florida community, the nation and
the world.

Multicultural
and
religious
organizations showcase and celebrate NSU's
diversity by connecting students who share
similar cultures and beliefs.

6175 Orange Drive • 2 blocks East of Davie Road
(next to Grif's Western Wear)
954-583-2637

Special interest organizations - such
as the Gay-Straight Alliance, the Commuter
Student Organization and the Veteran Student
Organization - advocate for the needs of
students with common concerns and needs.
To learn more about these groups and
get involved, The Office of Student Activities
encourages students to attend Sharkapalooza
on Aug. 30 in the Don Taft University Center
Arena.
Stephanie Haskell, graduate assistant for
student programming in the Office of Student
Activities, described Sharkapalooza as "a great
welcome-back-event where the entire NSU
community comes together to find out what is
happening on campus".
"There are also a bunch of giveaways and
performances to enjoy," said Haskell.
And, students can learn more about
campus organizations year-round by visiting
the Student Organization Resource Center
(SOurCe) on the second floor of the Rosenthal
Student Center.
Kresl, said, "When students get involved
in an organization, they meet people who
have a common interest. This is a great way
to build lasting friendships and a connection
to the university. Students who are involved,
especially in organizations related to their
major, get instant support when it comes to
school and why they are learning. Plus, it looks
awesome on a resume."
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Get involved with intramurals
JiVritten by: Chris Hoffinan
Not sure how to get involved
at school? How about trying out a
new sport? What about playing a
sport that you already love? The
office of Campus Recreation
will be hosting intramural '
sports for undergraduate
students,
graduate
students and faculty.
Senior
Danny
Muggeo,
legal

studies major, said intramurals are a
great way for students to participate in
the activities they love without having
to make a big time commitment.
While there is no set schedule
as of print, Assistant Director of
Intramural Sports and Special
Events said that the fall term will be
comprised of flag football, softball
and volleyball for team sports. Most
of the team sports are offered with
different leagues such as men's
recreational, men's competitive,
women's competitive and corecreational. The team sports usually
cost $50 per team registration but
that fee is subject to change.
Besides the team sports, the
Office of Campus Recreation will
also be hosting several special
tournaments,
including
golf, racquetball, billiards,
dodgeball and inner tube
water polo. Most of the
tournaments are one-day
events. The tournaments
are cheaper to enter than
the team sports; last year,
the most expensive event
was the golf tournament,
which had a $25 fee .
The
registration
process
changed to a new format last
winter. Anyone who wants to
register for intramurals must create
an account on IMLeagues.com. The
new registration process is supposed
to make it easier for participants

to register and keep track of their
personal
intramural
schedule.
IMLeagues.com allows Campus
Recreation to communicate with
every intramural player; in the past,
only the team captain was contacted.
Meloney Robinson, graduate
assistant for intramural sports said,
''We have been trying to update our
system for years. The old system was
between 20 and 30 years old."
Students who
are more
interested in watcliing the games
than actually playing may want to
become intramural sport officials.
Interested candidates must fill out
an application in Campus Recreation
and attend a sports officials clinic.
There will be an Intramural Sports
Officials interest meeting on Sept. 4;
the location is yet to be announced.
Intramural official Ryan Jerothe,
sophomore business administration
major, said "Anyone who loves
sports should come out and be a ref.
It's a lot of fun and the people you
will work with are great. We are like
a big family."
For more information, contact
Mike Prociuk or Meloney Fosburgh
at 954-262-7301 or visit the Campus
Recreation website at www.rec.nova.
edu/intramurals.

HSU
Clinic:s

Dental
lleclic:ine
Patient
C-crre Ce·n ter

Loca:,tion: 3200 S.
Universi<ty Drive, Davie,
FL 33328

Loca:'*ion: 320ffl S.

Phone: 9S4-262- 775,0

University Drive, Davie,
FL 33328

Website: nova.eau/

Pb.one: 9'54-2~2-7500

heallEhcare/hearin,tbalan.ce/
i11aex.htmil

Hli1:urm by: Faren Rajkwnar

Wasite: cl:eBtal.n.ova.
ecdtlficlmcs/index.html

Psyc:lle,leg_ic•l

lervic,e s
c .e ·n ter

Re:nclers,011
Sta.d ent
Coansell119
Center

Locat>ion1 3301 College
Ave., Davie, FL 33314

Location: 353'3 So11th
University Drive, Davie, FL

33314

Website: nova.e<iu/
health.carel}osycnology

Phone: 954-262-7050
Website:

The center offers services to
families andindivicluals, inducting
support
groups,
resolution
programs, Gonsultations and
interventian assistance. The
Anxiety
'.Freatment
Center
specializes in increasing the
understanding am! treatment of
anxiety disorders among adults
and children, such as social
or panic anxiety and Sl)!ecific
phobias. J,u; NORD OCD Clinic
specia:1izes in the treatments for
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder,
Body Dismo.rpmc Disorder, hairpulling, skin picking, and tic
disorders.
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henaerson0enavioraU1ealth.
org'studen.tcol!lnseling
ha individual therapy sessions
with a license.cl psychologist,
students can discuss anxiety,
panic disorders, depression, anger
management, finoocial stress,
social struggles, chronic iltnesses,
abuse, suicidal thoughts, assault
and other concerns. Students are
eligible for up to 10 wee therapy
sessions per year. Students are
encouraged to caU to book an
appointment, although the number
above also functions as a crlsis
hotline, open 24/7.

Students can go to this
center for general dental needs,
as -well as root canal therapy,
extractions, implants, dentures,
crowns, bridges, braces and gum
disease treatment.

Optom.e tric
Be·u ltb eu·r e
at the
Sanford L.
Ziff c .e nter

Audiolo:9 y
Clinlc:

Sports
lledic:ine
••
Cl1n1C:
Loc:crticm: 3301 College
Ave., Davie, FL 33314

Phone: 954-2u2-55&)0

Students
with
hearing
:impaiffllents and concerns can
ga t-0 the center for treatment.
Services
include
hearing
evaluations, aumtory pvocessing
evaluations, assistive listening
teclmologies,
and
ringing,
dill·mness and balance evaluation
and treatment

Student
lleclic:al ·
Center
Locction: 3200 s.

Location: 3200 S.

University Drive, Davie,
FL33328

University Drive, Davie,
FL 3332'8

Phone·: S,54-202-12u2

Phone: ~4- i71-2273

Website: nova.eclu/smc

Website: nova.emu/

Borud-certtiied physicians
and
physician
assistants
provide primary health care
services, including physical
exams, women's health care,
immunizations,
preventative
care, general medical care and
minor
surgi:cal
procedures.
Patients are encouraged to make
appointments, though walk-ins
wilil be accepted for urgent needs.

Website: no¥a.eclu/
aeall!hcare/rnetilicalf
sp@rtsrned.html.
Tins clinic specializes in
the treatment and preventive
ca11e of amateur and profession-al
athl:etes. Its services include
rehabilitation, massage thera;py,
stress tests, aquatic therapy,
i\ljury care and prevention and
more.

RSU
1ha:r111ac:y
Loc:C1tiont 3200 s.
University Dri:ve, Davie,
FL 3332:S

Phone: 954-2i2-4550
Website: nova.etiulsmci
aeall!hcarefopt-0metcy/
inaex.htnll
This clinic offers basic eye
examinations, as well as treatment
for glaucoma, eye diseases and
injuries and poor vision. Other
serviices indude contacts lenses,
glasses and perceptual testing.
Elm.ergency hours are avaiilable.

p:rescri]1>n0n_reils.lltml
This full-service pharmacy
ofifers prescription dispensing,
dosage monitoring, herbal and
nutritional counseMng, disease
management programs and
more.

to~Vhtten b_y: Saily Regueiro
In January 2012, NSU
joined
the
popular
online
management system for colleges
and universities, OrgSync. This
program, introduced and paid for
by the Undergraduate Student
Government Association, enables
the university to communicate with
students and staff, track student
involvement, and manage campus
organizations and programs. The
site also lets students manage
their memberships and events . An
organization's OrgSync page can
even be linked with its Facebook
and Twitter pages.
Kaitlyn Brucker, graduate
student in the Oceanographic
Center, said, "OrgSync is like
Facebook for the campus. Once
you register for OrgSync, you have
access to the information about all
the clubs and organizations."

How do I sign up for OrgSync?
~· irst, go to orgsync.com/login/

nova-southeastern-university and
click "sign up". Next, select "Nova
Southeastern University" and then
click "campus ID". You will then
be prompted to log in using your
N Number and password. Finally,
complete the simple user profile
and explore all that OrgSync has
to offer, by browsing organization
profiles,
event
information,
pictures and videos.
You'll learn how to use drgSync
through sessions at orientation and
presentations at the beginning of
the fall semester.
In OrgSync, each organization
can have its own page and forms
explain how students can host an
event.

How do I create an event on
OrgSync?
Once logged into OrgSync;
click on the organization you wish
to create an event for by selecting
"organizations" at the top of the
screen. Select "create · an event"
on the upper right side ·of screen.

Then, enter the event information
and select "submit".

How do I create an organization
on OrgSync?
Stephanie Haskell, graduate
assistant for student programming
in the Office of Student Activities,
said, "If a student finds that there
is a club or organization on campus
that does not exist that they are
really i,nterested in, they can start

-Thal Restaurant
4 Star Rated of 1laailand's

.Authentic Dishes
18 year,

of daH~ fresh cooked food

it."

To create an organization,
click on the "join organization"
tab and click on "register new
organization" on the top right.
Once the registration form is
completed, it will be sent to the
Office of Student Activities for
review. After review, you'll receive
a notification if the organization
has been approved.
For help with this process,
stop by the Office of Student
Activities, located in suite 1235 in
the Don Taft University Center.

HOURS: Monday - Friday
Lunch: 11 :30am-3:00pm Dinner: 5pm-1 O:OOpm
S1iturday's Open for Dinner Only

Ask for Marnason for take-out
or small party orders

Did you know there are donation boxes on campus year~round
where you can keep your unwanted items out of land6Ils and
donate them to The Salvation Army:

We'll also pick up your donations for FREE!
Call l~SOO~SA~TRUCK or schedule a pick-up online
at www.SalArmyFtLauderdale.org.
Since 1865, The Salvation Army has been in the business of recycling
your clothing, furniture and household items. The proceeds are used
to fund rehabilitation centers, where men tedaim their broken lives.

YOU recycle your used goods; The Salvation Army recycles broken lives.
Together, we are DOING THE MOST GOOD~
VISIT OUR PEMBROKE PINES FAMILY STORE
888 North University Drive, Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024
Located 5 Miles South of Nova South ea.stern University
Clothing I Furni ture I Electronics I Household Items

OVER3,000 NEW ITEMS ADDED DAILY
What will YOU find:

www.SalArmyFtLauderdale.org l ] Facebook.com/SalArmyFtL

@SalArmySouthFL

.

~----------------~ ~----------------~
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Sunny.state,
sunny room
Hhtten &y: Debbie Mejia
Welcome to NSU, where you may be living in a campus residential hall. Don't let the room's small space limit your creativity when decorating it. It's a short walk to many inexpensive shops and
the Shark Shuttle can take you to the Westifled Broward mall, which has over 100 stores. NSU's Leo Goodwin Sr. Residence Hall and The Commons do not have kitchens, but they do have bedrooms
and bathrooms - the most fun rooms to decorate.
You're living in South Florida, one of America's most tropical, colorful areas. Consider the following tips, tricks and ideas on brightening up your room so that it's equally fun and fresh. Just
remember to talk with your roommate, so that you're both happy with the decor.

Bedding
At Target or Walmart, you can
find twin-sized comfo~ers, priced as
low as $10. Comforters· with colored
patterns, animal prints and vivid
colors will brighten your room in
seconds. Cool colors, such as navy
blue or gray, will create a relaxed,
laid-back feel.

COURTESY OF PINTEREST.COM

COURTESY OF PINTEREST.COM

Pictures and
posters
Bathroom

COUITTESY OF PINTEREST.CO~

COURTESY OF PINTEREST.COM

Remember that any shower curtain·; .
except for a clear one, will bring an all-white
bathroom to life. Colors also go a long way
for bathroom mats and rugs. For the sink area,
look for designed toothbrush holders, plastic
organizers for hair brushes and other toiletries;
and maybe even faux-floral sets.

Door mirrors

COURTESY OF PINTEREST.COM

To save a few bucks, you can skip the picture frames
and hang up printed photos of your family and friends
back home. Aside from providing a personal wall decor,
it may bring comfort to see your loved ones on a daily
·basis. If you still want to go for picture frames, they start
at just $2 at many stores.

Lamps

You can easily find a plain framed mirror to
hang on your door, without hurting your wallet.
Gentlemen, stick to wooden or dark plastic
frames. But ladies, run to the arts and craft
aisle to pick up designer duct tape. Whether
it has neon colors or cartoon characters, apply
duct tape along the frame of the mirror to add
a pop of color.
COURTESY OF PINTEREST.COM

For under $20, you can find floor or desk lamps to
light up the room. To create a relaxing lounge, consider
soft yellow light bulbs: To i:eally brighten up the space,
especially if it's a desk lamp for studying, consider white
bulbs. For a more girly touch, shop for colorful holiday
lights, usually meant for Christmas trees. You can play
around with the lamp shades and light bulb colors to
change a room from dull to festive.
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