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ARG TROLY
f SURVIY UF STUDENT RELIGIDUS ATTITUDES AY TUSCIA.UM
COLLEBE TO DETERMINE [F AN INCREASED RELIGIOUS
LIFE PROGRAN COULD 'MPRCT RETENTION

Ltepher: Ranker weis:

This study sovght to discover 1f there was a
significant gi1fforence vetwes . fresheen and sephionores
er~clled at Tusculum College during the Spring of 1985 in
terms cf religious beliefs ang wpiritual wtitudes., This
study was urdertaken because a low interest .n religious
activities was observed among studente during their fir!§ 
two years on the Tusculum campus. Tusculuw (s a fou»Qyocr
liberal arts college related to the Prosbyterien Church

U.8.A. The study was conducted s ortly after n mm m

released that indicated that only twenty-threw ﬁ‘i&ﬁc e-f
the freshman class entering in 1981 would be .pﬂduitéui fﬁ!ﬁl
the college at tb- erd of the pring sewester ef :iltk

The results of the study were based on data mavd
from a questicrnaire which was adapted frow The College
freshmar: Cuestionnaire Jeveloped Sy Devolder and Hu-u-r
113771, The questionnai-e was sent to 303 fr!iﬁ.!n &nﬁ'ii
sophomores ereclled at the college in the ‘ﬂring tc-ls&lv Qf 5
1985, Fifty freshmen arnc rifty-one soﬁhonorls r.lbnﬂdtd'tﬂ :771
the sur-ey.

The subjects responded to thirty-three items

pertaining to religious doctrine and teaching, ethical : ‘4



i&iiﬂ isSuen snd #1t it uwles 2 sar? religicous activities Sotn
O are? off caspue, FeEporents were aswel Lo respong -
sact of the iteme wilh a8 yes or ne arswer. Bgpeporann' § wBre
Alas anved o give compiote senterde arswers 1o the |°eue,
sepEr iaily 1o tews related 1o the esistence or esspans! n of
religicus progrant at usculum Colliege. The resoorses from
Both groups rdivated & high orierntation to the Christian
belie” systom artl a high interest in religious sctivities
sapdcially of Yhe volurdary kind,

Tre null hypothesis that there was no significert
differer e between frestumen ard sophomcres in terss of
veligiocs bheliefs and apiritusl attitudes was lﬁptw, The
cull hypothesis wan tested with an alpha of &% ard the
Chi=~Bguare was calculated to be .00%Q,

It was recosmended to the Administration and the
Board of Trustees at Tusculum College thet consideration be
givern to strengthening the Religious Life Mrogram 2t the
eofsco¢~. 1 was recommended that more courses be taught in
religious studies. It was recommended that wore budget be
descted to the work of the Campus Pavtor. 1t was pointed
cut that sivce seventy-four percent of the Freshoan class
returred 1 the Fall of 15985 and sisxty-eight percent of the
Scophomcre Class returned that students were wobably not
leaving college because of dissatisfaction with the

rrligiovs emphasis at the school.
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1% OO T § O

As they aporcech aduilthoeod, college students are lew
t0 question ang challenge all aspects of The world and
soCiety in whicn they | ive. Trhoy ehallenge Yradit ion ang
aathority., They raise serious challewges conterniry G0,
Organized religions, specif. .o Churches or chureh pecole.
Thetr react ione and responses are often a far gy From (hoee
of the adolescent pericd «hen they were comfortable with the
religion of their nomes. T owe 7rom strong religious
backgrounds search for a4 desper underJitsnding of their
tradition. Those «ith uretable Dackgrounis want o reescive
Questions »Ich haunt Thea. Some who never bave hail such of
A religious heritage are Curious and come to the coﬂl.go‘
canmpus asking quest ions.

I* has been cbserved at Tusculus College, a four
year liberal arts college related to the Presbyterian Churen
U.B.R., that students take an indifferent attitude t-ward
programs of a religious nature that are offered on th.&l.‘
The average atterndance at voluntary worship is less than ten
students out of a student body of 35@. Less than fifteen
students are members of the Studert Christian Association.
Only eight students belong to the Ftilou-htp of Christiar
Athletes. Only four students out of twenty-‘ive enrolled in
a New Testament Cilass, when expected to attend one® service

during the semester in the Prusoyterian Church on campus,

1



OVELiO8 1hemes) 90 of thet cpret on,ty, LEAE tThan ;%% een
SEWRerIs “HEINIB R 4r srte o pet - CrrMirg & LieC i@ ¥

BBV IO argeni sat ion GpanecTes By e loral Yourg 'en'e
¥ i nt s asn Eumoe ; 84 § o, Thoes, even though 9t udents higve
errs i e st o8 t:"ﬁrftf‘b reiatepd ouliege, the e o ity of them
Bo rot Lecome imvolved in FRiigicus [ife sctivities., Oniy a
BArY -t iwe campun DARLOr |3 g oved &t the coliegs.

it has siec Been  Lesc. cd thet for the past e
FRAVYS, retention of Studerts beyond the freshmen end
Bophicied e year Be0 DRER 4 problew, Oriy td.ﬁ!y*thrti
pereent of atudests entering the coiless ravs remsined to
Graduate,

The purpose of thia Study was to survey (he
religious beliefe and spiritual attitudes of studemts who
were frachmen and sophomores Guring the spring semester of
19A%, Thie wes Corducted in order to get an indication of
how religicusly orfented Students were at the leovel where

retent 1or was wost serious.
BRCKGROUND anD SIGNIF ICANCE

Meny college students are Searching for truth. They
Are aware that they do not know everything and that is one
of the reasons they are continuing their formal education.
Ruuuwn.‘ In many cases, is becoming a very important area
for the student of the ®ighties. ihe grest increase i1n the

number of students freely electing courses dealing with the

Ld



Blwely ofF c@iigian, (m puall i, g el &g THhwumrefore, aieg
SETOS iR, % O Svidweew ¥ ERis aE ¥ o ¢ B afvarps g
BAIW A7 INIFGUIinNG ANGi i OF T Bt asl (own, e fRrde i vodt
Phat coliege studenle 2 some stage oF theie Feowth el
SPOTIENER DA ANE DrOgeant wilh an adult Faith, Mo feo of
these regranciod weve Jlike.  Sone went vy emOc Nty g
Gthev s were vavy rough are MMiné‘ g they an@!f%#‘-’mﬂ
AZuithood, Students were (00 Yo queetic ; ared §& @ b lenge
@il asprets of the woid and of tne FOCIety In whioh they
tive ardd for which they are going 1o @ responsible, They
Chalienged traditions and aulharity. They reised 28 Gue
challenges corcerning God (Mow can an 21} -powerful Bod allow
evil to happen to thoss hwe loves?), orgarized religion
(attoncance at irrelevant worshi.p services), specifie
churches or church peonie (clergy, religiorn srafpssors!.
Their roacﬁm and responses weiw 3ften & far ovy from
those of the adolescent pericd when they wers comfortable
with their religion. Those from strong religious
backgrounds ssarched for a deeper urderstanding of &hoir
tragition. Those with shaky backgrounds wanted to resclve
Questions which, (n a way, haunted them. Even those who hag
rever hag much of a religious heritage «ere Curious and came
to tne colloge campus asking questions (Kohmescher, tiit).
Y:5. Nows and World Report (1981) stated in the
article "A Turn Back to Traditional Values that instead of
artiestablishment outbursts, today's generation had become

more thoughtful and serious. There was a heightered concern



for the *.0 ee of the covurltry vl s yodreing Too trad.t;oms
ardl SuUPBoTt Svatewss $ragt §2ve s ity 1m the sest. Laliege
S0P Btuderis were taking on » set ~F 2t i fudas ard 3l ues
Fomsrnably differert from thosse of the gstorey S .stins are
SEvert jes.  Mary Giuﬁ.ﬂit wgrw® haviry second thoughte abogt
the “rew morality, © They spose openly of Gaining ctrength
from veligton,

| Wher (8 come Yo drasing 8 reiigicus profile of
fwmerica's colliege ape younp aduits ("8~&9 veoars citt), the
Chernt ) an Lontury Gallon Poll reported that the gicture was
fuzzy at best. vYoung aduits MEy Say they have faith, oot
have & hard time Procticing it., Nire out of ten statee -
belief in God, bBut only four cut of ten dees suct
Cormolation from their belief. Howsver, seven out of ton
hao & respect for the Deity in the sense that they be!lieved
He rowards and punishes sccordirg to deeds done. Other
reeuits of the Gallop Poll indicated that college age
Students lacked strong religious commitments, were 1grorant
of religious doctrine and were univolved in the life ang
Riristry of the churches. More than two-thirds of those
éged 18-89 reported never having a life-changing religicus
SexpErience. However, tbmfc =was an indication that a
religious experience of some kind had touched the lives of ,
Bignificant portion of college age young people. Thirty
percent reported some kind of life-changing spiritual
e*xperience (Reansome, 1980).
A more recent Survey of the Gallup organization



FUGIEStest 1Mhat e oan @ LYY CaNPese e @ DRC0WE g
Places where rOligous rovmwal wae anc oring. The Ser.ey, I8
which BBT full qiee stugdents Prom nirety-sis TAMP B

TEI AL O e (Nery(ewed, wat Sull iEPed e 98
Rhristienity Todey). msﬂr'sw sevgant af ﬁnmt
SAIT heir religiows ConmmitRents had Decosn S1ranger 8 inew
voming to voliege: only sisteen gevrcent el they wece
wwaver. Moce than eighty peccent said theis cwligious
Deiiofs wore jwportant 1o them; aBoul 7iftesn seroent e
thEy were sot,

Ah article accomparying The survey Eited gromih in
corservative evargelical fellowsnip grouss |ike
Inter-Vareity Thristion Tellowship and Campus Trusade for
Chosat.  Glso, there «ss & rerewed interest in religion as
an acadewic sub)ect. Stanford Urivereity began Huﬂ‘u&' '
erroliment in religious studies classes beceues of
overcromding. At Michigan State Univers by, snrollmnt in
religion classes increased sisty nercent in t!‘i_. ‘TM-
results of the survey also suqggested a declire in the
influence of naturalisem. More tm Mn".tr m of those
Surveyed said they believed "in Bod or a universal spirig”.
Other surveye taken by Gallup, however, indicated a W&nj
belief in astrology and reincarmation, Thereo was slso an
indicetion from surveys *hat wexiremist Z2ult groups, like the

Moories and Harw Krishnas, were gradually disappearing from

college campuses (Christianity Today, 1984).
Paul Hobinson writing in the Stanforg Riariat (1983)




ROO0w 30Mme CoMpAriecrs with st uden? attitudes today tomard
Seruality, with Starforpg stonents a Jecade ago. Sewxva.ity
hae bDeoer traditiorally (i1 -ved mith religirous values. The
Dant tar yoare have scer a rumber of alteraticns i1n the
Blructure of the univeraity, Such things as co-ed dorms ang
Gay studert urijcns have developed. These changes, in
Curturctior with the gerneraliy wmore ingulgent att:tud; of
societ y, cught to have resultad in a liberali-ation _f

Bex sl behavior, But as ore scor learned., a marority of the
student s wers extracrdinarily chaste. At Stanford the
nunber who enjoyed sertal relations with the kwing of
regularity thet adults take for granted was miniscule.
Morecver, there was no obvious correlat 1on betweer
abstinence and the :uch discussed revival of Christian
fundamentalism: 1t was common to the secular arg the
religicus alike. Robinson indicated that the persisterce of
such relative austerity showed that sex is not a matter of
iratitutions but psychology. College was a time when
energies were concentrated on quhlonxng an ego and the 1id ‘
necessarlily was neglected (Robinson, 1981),

Tc determine what sccial habits they found to be
acceptable, at four cornservative Chraistian colleges,
students were asked how they felt about six "worldly
practices. " Sixty percernt felt that l:istening to rock mus;c
and soci1al dancing would not compromise their spiritual
values. Dating non-Christians, performing rock music and

drinking alcoholic beverages rated close behind at forty



aerscent, Dt ~ere ot acceptable. Students at ali four
»CThools rated amcking a least acceptable: twenty-five
dercert at orne school felt 1t would not compromice their
values. Three-fo: »the of those surveyed fel* that they
would be tnvolvaed in “full-tims Christian service."” Many,
however, made a distincticn bDetween full-time minitstry in a
vocatior ang being full-time Christians. Spiritual renewal
was what these colleoge stuvents thought was thy greatest
reec in the church. The students seemed to recoinize the
shortcomings of the church today, but realized 1t was thaoir
responsibility to deal with thew (Suckles, 1979,

Devolder, Hummer, and Robinson (1979) were
narticularily interested in the religious values and
oractices of college freshrmen. Their study was durne with
students at Western [llirnois University where they ocbserved
that many students appeared at the Jniversity Counsolthq
Center during their freshmen year with questions about
adjustment to college, their personal identity,
relationships with others, and problems concerning their
personel values. Some of the expressed values were of a
religious/philosophical nature and took on dimensions of
atheism, agnosticism, Christianity, Judaism, and Eastern
religions. Studerts who were willing to expose their value
system would irevitably experience vaius ¢iffors=ces in the
persons they related to. This interaction created an ideal,
1f somewhat threatening opportunity to evamive ane's aws

valucs.as well as the values of others. The inevitable



questicr fram such a 1%CUSS) o was, "Whose values are

right”" Davolder, Hummer and Ropbinsorn conducted a survey
with 141 freshmern at Weste:r itlinois Un:versity concernirng
their s~1ritual values. Their firdings indicatec that the

religious value structure of studei:vs did not change
radically during their first year of college. Thev did
fird, nowever, that the reliious practices of freshmen
dimirished when compared to their prior religious activity.
It would appear. that freshmern students were i1in a process of
examirang and clarifying theinr religicus views. Some were
explaring soci1al spportunities rather thar placing emphasis
vnoreligious practice. The ‘urvey indicateo a feeling of
security for many in religious beliefs (Devolder, Hummer and
RKobinson, 197%),

Eugene BRianchi in working with studerts at Emory
University indicited that he had learred a great deal adaut
the psychological and spiritual life of students by
exploring their Jdream journals with them. He found a
Zentinuity or linkage between a ljfe stage marked by the
struggle for sel’-,dentity and a student's religious
maturing. His dota 1s ba;od on eighty—-four students who
partic.pated 1n courses he taught on Dreams in Spiritual
Development ;. the undergraduate relig:on department at
Emory.  He found that active dream study fostered a sense of
wholeness 1n Psycho-spiritual development. Students came to
see that their unconscious sCenari10s on the level of peer or

parontql conflicts were Part of a wnider scheme of spiritual



growth, ‘he came to understand that the arducus or »gg of
becoming a freer and more loving perscn was continuous with
Spi1ritual maturity (Biar-hi. 1979},

Kenneth McGuire held the view that college students
were oflen very aware that traditional values «nd ways of
acting had not worked out very will., Ware still raged,
injustice and hunger scill existed. Democracy was nct
really working. In short, the world was in a ness.
Therefore, studente often distrusteo the assumpt ions and
injunctions of their clders, parents an& school officials.
The search for alternatives then tegan. New ways of life,
especirally Eastern religious movemerts, were appealing
because of the promise of a fresh start as well as the
seemin. simplicity of their assumpticons and demands.
McGuire founc that students seriously considered who they
were and on what basis their lives ~ould make serse. He
foung significant differences between freshmen, scphomores,
Juniors, seniors and graduate studerts regarding these
questiors. As they matured, their attention shifted, They
were more concerned with values and appropriate means for
understarding and articulating the fullrness of their’
eéxperierce. In the later college vears, aspeciully,
students ware begirning a real spiritu.l search. The
"Seeking Gernerition” might be the appropriate appellation
(McCuire, :!3793),

Kadem and Bar-Lev conoducted research to irvestigate

whether Midale Lasterr students felt that attainirg the
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 they themaelves had previcus .



An instrusent dopendix A consisting of
thirty-three aguestions about reiigilous values and préct;eoﬁ
expanded from The (ollege fresnman Quesstionrnaire develaped
by Devolder ang Hummer (127 7! Las sent to the 103 fresheen
and 93 sophomores who were e @d at Tusculum College
during the Spring Semester of (985, The studen's were asked
to respond to each of the 1tems and to return [he
questicnnai; e in & self-addressed stamped ernvelope which was
provided. The adapted questionnalre was considered to be a
reilable arc: vaiid way of surveying student opirions
according to the faculty of the Psychology Department at
Tusculum. A forty percent return on the survey was
considered to be sufficient for the purposes of this study.

Students were asked to Qive a yes or no answer to
eich of the thirly-three items und to indicate at the ond of
the guestiornnaire whether they were a freshman or a
sophomore. The subjects were also asked to give complete
ssntence an.uohs to each of the items and to give particular
attention to items 18-24 and 27-28 since these questions had
to do with specific religiocus life programs on campus and
Now they fell about the existence of these programs o~ the
expansion of them.

The following null nypothesis was tested in this

study. There 18 ro signmificant difference ir terms of

1"




"”‘lﬂiﬁ“' belie's ardi spiritual l?t;t;;.d" Lot weer f reaotaer
and sophomorws at Tusculum [cilege. & Chi-Baouare analveis
wac corducteo srd for the purposes of this study the ievel
af sigraficarce was . 8%, Thie kirdd of statistical tes! was
URED Ledause the significarde of ‘he Osfferonces betweer two

Ba&RCIe Droportione was LDeing Testoed,

Limitations of the Stugy

H There were only twe hundred students in the fresnman and
sophomore cetegory who could be surveyed for this study ang
therefore, the results of the study may not appiv to a
universal trend among college underclassmen sven at
church-related collspes.

€. Trere may have been & reluctance or the part of those
Burveyed in this study to accurately report their attitudes
since college students vacillate between feelings of “high*
and "low” religious orientation.. Such factors as peer =
pressure, depress.on, exhilaration and indifference ‘

Characterize the typital college student's 1jfe.

Basumptions of the Study

1. It was assumed tha. those students who responded to the
survey were interested in the kind of religious life program
that exists or could exist at Tusculum.:

2. It was amsumed that the respondents honest ly reported




3

e resooreer 'o the questionsd asked on the Religicus
Belie’s and Soiritual Sttitudes Questidrnaire at the tiwme

they wore f1liing out the survey iGee Nppergdisx 8,
RESUL TS

This study atteapted to detersire if the nuil
nyoothesis should be scceoted o rejected. The aull
hopothesis tested was that there 18 no signaificant
difference in terms of rclsggcuc peliefs ard spirituasl
attitudes between freshmen and sophomores #nrolled at
Tuscuium College during the Spring semester of 1983, ne
rull hypothesis was accepted and indicated thet there was nG
significant differerce betweon the two groups. This study
did rot show the alttrn;tn hypothesis to be true.

Fifty freshmen and fifty-one sophosorses responded to
the questiornaire. They completed the thirty-three itees
and returned the instrument. The gquestiormalire was lc
designec that a yuos respornse to any ites would indicate a
s.rong religious belief, an interest in religious activities _‘ :
on or off campus and a strong religious value syster on the
rart of the resporndent.

Using a Ehx—Squiv‘Q analysis, the degrees of fresdoms
were ore. Thore were 879 yes responses given by freshmen
and BB2 yes responses given by sophomores. There were 488
no responses givern by freshmen and 52! rno responses given by

socnomores. The Chi-Square was calculated to be .0050, The




null hypottesis was ' ere’ v e arentec at the @ aipres

ilove} of sigrificarce ‘vee Tat.e

Tal:l e

Heosponeea . Juest;ywrnalre on Beligioun
fe . jefe ard Spiritusl Valuws

Heos i reen Freatwer B lomove '
¥E 8r9 A
reil afip - g |

Total 1367 14@3 . QT

Respormes to tne cues! icnaire are sﬁﬂuarxz.o in
Tablee & through %, Table 2 covers Guestions one through
nine concerning doctrinal and Liblical (wliefs. There were
o signi ficant axfftronéct boiucoﬂ freshuoen and sophomores
v thas section of the guestionnaire. Table 3 covers
auestions ten through seventagn Lermerning religious
Mmractices and values. Twice as many sophomcres indica.ed
they were not mwabers of a churcoh or reiigious LZociety.
flwelve sophomorcs sald they were not church members wh.le
only wair freshmen reported that they were not church
members ), This may indicate that more sophomores either
stop attending church 1 their second year of college
because of increased activities on weekends or perhaps
becasuse their names have beer remosed from church rolls once
they stop attending or leave home. Twenty-seven sophomores

indicated orn item twelve that they do not read the Bible




FeEQUlETiy while oniyv sixteen Fresheen sald they g Aot read
the Bible reguliariv. "Mis may indicate that sophosores have
iess tiee thas fresheen to resd the Bible, or 1t may
:;ﬁtroto that freshsen terd to refer to the Bible during
their first year of college as a source of consciat ion when
thev are making a ma)or jife adijustment.

Table & covers guestions eightesen through twenty
four concerning On-Campue reiigious I1nvelvemsent,
Significant diffarences betwoern freshmen and soOphomores
Appmared only on i1tem eighteen which asked 1f the student's
religious involvement had incressed since coming to college.
Twenty-three freshmen indicated yes and twanty-one replied
no.  However, only twelve sophomores answered yes on this
item while thirty said no. This might indicate that
sophomores take less of an interest in ttructurnd“raltiicuir
activities than freshmen. It does not recessarily sean that

sophomores have re)ected their religious deliefs and values

‘but they mav not be seeking as many formal ways to expiore

ard express their beliefs and values. Further study in this
area 1s needed.

[tems eighteen throuah twenty-four were also
subjected to a content analysis since comments that students
made on the gquestionnaire about religious involvement on
Campus might indicate how they felt about staying at a
church-related college with a low emphasis on religious life
veyond the sophomore year. Comments by students in this

area might be useful (: analyzing whether a stronger

1%




PRligics, Life prougran cor cempus might impect reterdion. &
ijzroutﬂc of the studerte' cCosmerts jr this sectior
follows,

ftodernt responees 1o | tes e:ghteen, Has vour
FRIIGICuR ryo )l vorsn! (ACTeened Sirce® vou Came to TusCulum?®
were gererall, positive although some students indicated *he
thernpe oot ured ol beCasuse the, were at Tusculum but bDecauce
Gf s me evperignces they had with their home church or on L]
retrest during the sumser-. HSeveral inﬂtcatoﬁ that their
religious involvemsent had increased because of taking a
fgligions of fAmerica class taught by the coliege chaplain.

kesporses to question nineteen were largely regative
concery ing the dtt)rabala£y of required chapel or. campus. A
number of students Iindicated that religion should not be 'gg
forced. Bome irdicated that a person should have a desire
to attenc a chapel service. Some indicated that as
Christians they should make others want to co.o' but that
they could not force anyorne to come. One person sald they
@416 not perceive Tusculum to be a Christian college anyway
andd that pecple forced to come would often rebel. One
student went as far as to say that “forced religion stinks
b bode noetrile. Y A few students indicated that required
Chapel would at least bring the college together in a spirit
Gf ungty

In response to 1tes twenty which dealt with the

matter of requiring students to attend church there uor‘

also many negative responses. Most students indicated that




17
Bog glLvee man the right to chodss. Uthers said a person who

was a dedicated Theistian would atterd church anyway.

Uthers stated that requiring studente to attend a oh ~oh
while they were at Tusculus m2ight “turn sore peotle off Lhnan
O,

[tom twpnty-one which dealt with whether there
should be a visibdle and active (hrietian Association at
Tusculum brought a variety of responses. Some indicated
that “"for those who want (t, it's great'’ Others were sore
restrictive and ment ioned that furndamentalism should not
rule the campus. Some near the other end of the spectrum
indicated that sucw» an association would open doors to get
pecple involved in Christian activities ;nd oxpose them to
Christ. Btill others expressed indifforence llying that
students had a right to belong to ruch orginitntionﬁ but
that it mattered little to them. ’

With regard to item twenty-two which asied if
Tusculum should provide a religious life program, several
students indicated that they simply did nét have time to get
involved in more activities. Sowe felt it should be
optional. Others cautioned abocut crt.élng fundamertal ism éh
the campus. Still others indicuted that 1%t would only stand
to reason that a church-related college should have a -tﬁang
religious li1fe program because it was the foundation of such
& school and the administration should be entirely dodlélt.d
to advarcing religion.

In response to 1tem twenty-three which inquired




about volurtary worsh i esner terces o campuas, students o
the whole felt this was reedes, Trey felt tnat 1t was
sspeciall, rweded for st derc . .‘.-w-m oLt-uf-gtate who have o
home churcty e Greerev:)le. Bome . ralicated that such
oppartursties would provide st udernts snd faculty alike u‘:t*-
Gutdarce for datiy living. Come indicated that Or—-Campus
worahip would be converiert oo those who lacked
transportatiorn to get into towrn. Some 1rdicated 1t would
Hive those preparing to go to a seminary an opportunity (o
lead worship and get some good experience.

Responses by students to question twenty-four
concerning the opening of classes in religicus studies with
prayer were for the most part Qury positive., One student
Gai1d that a prayer before class would put her m&r: at ease.
Ore went so far as to say that the class had to occasionally
remind the religion professor to offer a prayer before the
instruction began. Some felt this practice was acceptable
but that 1f any students objected to prayer ther it should
not be given 1rn that claﬁs. Several students indicated ‘nhat
each class should decide for themselves if a prayer was
roeded or appropriate.  One person said that they knew
others received comfort from such an act, especially on the
Gay an oxaminati1on was in'n.

In response to wh. ther morﬁ oan—-campus worship
experiences were needed at the college as asked in item
twenty-seven, students aga:n were overhelmingly positive.

Ore person said that to meet their needs MOre worship was
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needed Devhaps even on a daily Dasis. Soee ireficated that
there was a definite n«c& for Sunday Services or Ccazpus,
Others 1rdicated that only a ew would attend and such
services would receive little attention, A fes students
indicated that such services needed 0 be aiswed at 3 voader
range «f peaple., A fow studernts i1ndicated that Vespers once
a weeb might work, )

Item teenty-eight which asked 1f students felt more
religious actiivities reeded to be on campus, brought sﬂvwfﬁl
comments. Soveral students indicated that there was a
definite lack of religious activities on Campus. Some
indicated that very few would attend. Others felt that any
religicus oriented programs should be plarmed by students.
Others poxntod‘to the need for Christian concerte, prayer
groups, Bible study groups, and religiousiy oriented
retreats on and off campus. |

Exceot for item ninetesn concerning the desirability
of required chapel on campus, all the other items having to
do with religious life programs indicated a high interest in
religious activity on and off campus. The fact that
students cdid not indicate an interest in required chapel on
item nineteern, however, did not indlcitn“tnat they were not
interested in attending chapel on a voluntary basis. Table
S ctovers questions twenty-five through thirty-three which
concern social, moral and acedemic issuss. No sigrificant
differences between freshmer angd sophomores ufvo found on

these (tems,.




Table &

Fesults of Student Keligious Beliefs
and Spirstual Values Grestiornmaire
(Doctrinai-Biblical beliefs)

... 4 P e e B et e N PSS St B

A 4 Ao bk . s e e RO

e e,

O S N ST — o g St i — = SRR SO ———

Freshmern Sophomores Total

i. Do you believe irn the existence of a deity”

YES %3 4e 8%
NQ 1 1 e
Z. Do you believe in a physical or spiritual heaven”’
YES 49 36 76
NO 3 & 9
3. D¢ you believe 1n a physical or spiritual hell?
YES 39 36 75
NG 4 7 11
4. Do you rgceive consclation from God whern troubled?
YES 36 ‘ 33 71
NO 8 8 v 16
S. Do you believe in Jesus Christ as Savior/Resdemer”?
YES 4@ R 4 o 77
NO 3 S ' 8
6. Have you had a ltfc~ehaﬂh$na rolig!onu‘txporibneo?
YES 24 . 26 : ity Se
ND 18 17 : 35
7. Do you believe in life after death?
YES 38 37 ' -]
NO “ 13 . 13
8. Do you believe the hlhl. to be th.bprinary source of

religious authority?

YES 38
NO (3
9. Do you believe
followed?
YES 38
-]

NO

35 R & g
_ ¥ ‘ 13
the Ten Commandments should be

37 . 75

9 14




Table 3

Results of Student Religious Beliefs
and Spiritual Values Guestionnaire
(Religious Practices-Vvalues)

o ST — B - —————

e A N S M . Bk S A G 4 B it SN

Freshmen ‘Sophomores ; fotal .

18.  Are you a member of a church? _ .
YES 37 31 68
NG & i : 18

11. Do you contribute time, talent and finances to your
church? . : :
YES &7 28 55
" NO i6 15 ' > ; O

1g. Do you vead the Bible regulariy? 4
YES 16 15 o ; 31
NO ia . a7 - 98

13. Do you attend worship ncrvte.t rqgullrly?
YES , 28 a0 e
NO . 1€ : 2 : 37,‘

i4. Do you believe the ew-neson of the -nria ucs
divinely ordered” SR e
YES 32 33 -
NO ie & ’ : 35 3

15. Is it wrong to engage in aro«nuritnl ﬁ.u?
YES 27 23 ,
NO 17 ., ¥ A 34

16. Is 1t wrong to -ngaqp in hcnot.xual nctivitit.?
YEB 29 * 36 i 68
NG 9 -3 o 15

17. Should children ho cxpeutd to r.ligious aducltii
YES 3% 37 o
NO : S % 5 3y
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fabie «

Results ot Studernt Religicusz Reliefs
and Spiritual Values Uuestiornma:re
(Or—-Campus Religicue [nvolvement)

Freshmern Saphamores rotal
Pod your relligious i1nvolvement xncr.qsed S1nCce you
came to college”?

g lc 35

&l 3@ 51
Should Tueculum require Chapel?

14 & v 20

29 36 e 635

<@,  should Tusculum require Chapel attendance?
YES 10 7 Y
NO 33 35 X ' 68

2l. SBhould there be an actin stmne Chruﬁm
Association here? !

YES 33 : 32 = 65
NG 11 i 2
2e. fShould a nhniour—“ft mgm M WW I’t
Tusculum? P Tt e
YES B = - 31 2 ’ﬁ S fﬂ{jﬂ’
NO 14 12 £ % :
£3. %hould on-—cmpus worship umﬁm mviud?
YES 33 32 ]
NO i 8 o P 19
2/. Should religious studies cinﬂlmﬁﬂlﬂﬂl [
praver? s TaRk Sy '
YES 31 29 e ‘ e
N 12 8 KN

* All items in this table were subjected to I content
analysis (See Rtsultl Section).




Table S

Results of Student Religiocous Beliefs
and Sprratual Values Questiormaire
(Soci1al., Moral and Academic [ssues)

S

Freshmen Sophomores Total
293. is abortion a morail issue?

YES 33 33 66

NO 1@ ; a 18

c6. Does capitel pwashment require a religious
consideration?
YEZ 2e e3 45
NO ee 2o ] 42

¢7. Are more on—-campus worship services needed on
campus?

YES 25 23 48
NO 18 20 _ . 38
£8. Are more religicus activities needeog at Tusculuw?
YES as 21 : 46
NO 19 . ee 28 41 4
9. Is the nuclear freeze a religious tllu-?'.b ‘
YES 8 4 : ' 12 e AR R
ND 36 29 75 Pt
3@. Is hunger a religious/moral issue?
YES 30 - 24 54
NO 14 19 ’ 33
31. Is poverty a religious/moral issue?
YES c8 27 55
NO 16 e7 32
32. Should religious studies be part of the CORE?
YES 24 28 52
NO ze - 15 35

33. Should Tusculum students be required to take rore
thar one religiocous studies course?
YES 3 4 '?
NO 41 39 ' 7@
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and sophowores ¢
ual values at Tuscu!
to Sémit that studerts
&‘i‘ﬂith religious 1.:fe,
‘-Micuhr poirnt

The fact, however,
y were of a high
M were irterested
L) ﬁhgiously—oram;t e

: f;mﬂt of the freshmar
1” and that sixtv-eignh!t
&imMur‘md may indicate tha:
MH! in thorc«un-g- and that the.:

‘ mm.- can be met at Tusculum.
mi” Jin the freshman and sophomore classes
h‘iﬂ a'.F‘ 3‘5”5 may, in fact. want more of a
mi! at the college.

It wn recommerded therefore, to the Eoaro

QH‘ the Rdministration of the college that the
b}iﬁiﬁ“&dﬂ Program of the college be pivern mo e eos
mMm Qf QM college’s budget be devoted to tr:

mﬂ ° ‘ “ii‘iuu! Life pY‘OQ"RN. 1t was recommeng

*;Qh of Campus Pastor be changed frowm a

24
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‘part-time position to a full«txn.iaasxt;on. it was also
recomsended that the Synod of the South armd the Presbylery
of Holston, the two supporting agencies of the Presbyterian
Church responsible for Tusculum College, contribute more
funds to the campus ministry program of the school.

A recommendatiun was made to the Presicent and to
the Dean of the Faculty requesting that additional f;culty
be sought to teach in the Religious Studies Department.
There has only been one part-time professor irn this
discipline of the Hu-aniftao Division.

Another Mttm to the Dirsctor of Admissions
was that more effort be put into marketing the college as a
religiously oriented school. Statements from the Campus
Pastor, and students involved in religious life should be
included in the collﬂgl’l new viewbook. :

A mtim to the Dean of Studerts was udc
that more funds from the Student ﬁov.rm Association be
devoted to religiously-oriented films, concerts, guest
speakers and programs. It was also suggested that tmv
atuam“chrutun Association be given more funds to operate
their program on Campus. :

It was recommended to the Director of Development
that more grants be written to support religious acfiV%titl:
on campus. It was further recommended that the position of
the Campus Pastor be endowed through funds from a founﬁagion
concerned #ith the development of religious vc!ﬁo& within

academic communities.
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‘a.

11

12.
13.

14,

16,

17.

Do you believe the Bible to be the primary source of

ADPENDIX B

Reiigious Feliefs amd Spiritual Attitudes
t)UESTtMQIﬂ’EK‘

Please circle YES or NO to the following questions.

Do vou believe in the existence of a Deity (Bod, Suprece
Being”) YES NO

Do vou believe that there exists a physical or spiritual
neaven? YES NO

Do you believe that there exists a phy!iéal or spiritual
hell? YES NO

Do yvou receive consolation from faith in Bod when you are
troubled? YES NO

Do you believe in Jesus Christ as Bavior and Redeswar’ YES
b ;

Have vou had a meaningful rtiipioul cxpcrx.ne. ﬁhlt has been
life-cranging? VYES NO

Do you believe in life after death? YES NO

religicus authority? YES NO

Do you believe the Ten Co-nnndutnts should still bc
followed? YES NO s :

fire you a member of a church or rolinious soeicty?- YES ‘NB;"

Do you contribute in teres of time, talent or finances 36
the religious group to which you h-)ona7 YES HNO

Do you read from the Bible regulariy? YES NO
Do you attend worship services on a regular basis? YES NO

Do you believe the creation of the world was aavan-ly
ordered? YES NO

Do vou believe that it is wrong to engage in pr-arttal
sexual relations? YES NO

Do you believe that it is wrong to indulge 1nvhe-ai-hgi1
activities? YES NO

Do you believe that children should be -xaunnc to rcit;;oui
_ducation? YES NO

27




28,

89.

39,

31,

3.

33‘

~)
»n

*

MHes your religiocus irvolvemert (rCreasey S1T0e yOou Came
Tuscuium College” Y&  NO

Do you feel this colliegs shoulc recuire chape! attendarnce”
vES  h

Do v 0 feel this college should require church atterndance’
YE S kel L
Do vor fmel that there should be a visibie arnd active

Btudert Lhrietian Association on this campus” YES NO

Do you thank that a church-related college such as Tusculum
sahicuid provide a religious 1 fe program? YES NO

Do you believe that orn-campus «orship experiences should be
provided?  YES O ND

Uo vou believe that religicus studies classes should be
opened with prayer? YE& N

Do you think that the issue of abortion should includ. moral
considerations? YES NO

Do you think that the issue of capital punishment requires
religious considerations? YES NO

Do you feel that more on-compus worship servicas are n-.dodié
at Tusculum? VYES NO

Do you feel that more religious activities are needed at
Tusculum? VYES NO

Do you believe that the Nuclear Freeze is basically a
religious issue”? YES ND

Do you believe that hunger s a religious or moral issue?
YES NO

Do vou believe that poverty is a religious or moral issue?
YES  NO

Do you think that requiring a reiigious studies course as
part of the CORE at Tuscumlum is appropriate? YES NO

Shoulo Tusculum students be reguired to take more than one
relipious studies course? YES NO

Please indicate whether you are

Freshman Sophomore



AFPREDIX B

- - k|

Luscuium ¢otieae

e e Dean of e [ Nages

April 15, 198%

Dear Student,

I am conducting a survey on religious beliefs and spiritual
attitudes among freshmen and sophomores presently enrolled

here at the college, The results of the survey will be used
to determine if more religiously oriented Programe are need-
ed on our campus,

I would appreciate your participation in this survey. In

adddition to Xour yes and no responses to each of the items

I would also like to have your written comments especially e RlE
to items 19-24 ana 27-28, =

It is not necessary to indicate your name anywbewe- on the
questionnaire but please do incicate on the t item AT
you are a freshman or sophomore. I am ,oiug to make a -
comparison of the two classes to see if there are any
significant difZerences.

when you complete the questionnaire please return it to
me in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. No stamps are
necessary since it may go through campus mail.

I will be happy to make available to you the results of

the study when the data is compiled. This survey is also
a part of my doctoral research and will be evaluated by

Nova University,

Thank you very much,

Sincerely yours,

Stephen R. weisz Py
Campus Pastor

Bt o ;
| AR
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