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2024 COMMENCEMENT
N O V A  S O U T H E A S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y





Dear Graduates,

Nova Southeastern University takes enormous pride 

in your success. On behalf of NSU’s faculty, staff, and 

Board of Trustees, I salute your academic and personal 

achievement. You have reached this milestone through 

hard work and intellectual effort, and we are pleased  

to recognize your dedication with today’s commence-

ment ceremony.

Reflect on the gifts of knowledge and support you have 

received. Celebrate the friendships, skills, and strengths 

you have forged. Embrace the opportunity to apply these 

treasures as you start a new chapter in your life, hope-

fully, following your passion, not your fortune, and keep 

your aim above your reach.

Our best wishes are with you today and in the future.

Congratulations! 

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

NSU President and CEO

HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and was also displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and today is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern Univer-
sity of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s mace 
bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing the 
university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE
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Charles L. Palmer, Chair
Barry J. Silverman, M.D., Vice Chair
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., President  
and CEO
Samuel F. Morrison, Secretary

Ronald G. Assaf
Walter L. Banks, Sr.
Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 
Rita Case 
Suzi Cordish

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., President and 
Chief Executive Officer

Harry K. Moon, M.D., President-Elect  
and Executive Vice President/Chief 
Operating Officer

Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Provost and 
Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Daniel J. Alfonso, M.Fin., Vice President 
for Facilities Management and Public Safety

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A., Director and 
Chief Curator of NSU Art Museum  
Fort Lauderdale

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A., Vice President  
for Business Services

Ken Dawson-Scully, Ph.D., Associate 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development

Kyle Fisher, B.A., Vice President for  
Public Relations, Marketing, and  
Creative Services

James Hutchens, M.L.S., Vice President 
for Information Services  
and University Librarian

Richard E. James, B.S., Chief Strategy  
and Operations Officer, NSU Health

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Associate 
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Assessment and Accreditation

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D., Vice President  
for Research and Technology Transfer

Ronald Midei, M.B.A., CPA, Executive 
Director of Internal Auditing

Michael Mominey, M.S., Associate Vice 
President for University Advancement and 
Director of Athletics

Terry J. Mularkey, M.A.S., CFRE,  
Vice President for University Advancement 
and Chief of Staff

Thomas Panza, J.D., Interim General 
Counsel and Vice President for  
Legal Affairs

Stacy Pena-Villalobos, Ed.D.,  
Vice President for Financial Aid and 
Academic Records

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A., 
Vice President for Human Resources

Leonard J. Pounds, Ph.D., M.S., Vice 
President for NSU Health Administration

Irving Rosenbaum, D.P.A., Ed.D., M.P.A., 
Vice President for Operations, Health 
Professions Division

Don Rudawsky, Ph.D., Vice President  
for Institutional Effectiveness

Shari Saperstein, Ed.D., Vice President  
for Student Affairs

Alyson K. Silva, M.AC., CPA,  
Vice President for Finance and  
Chief Financial Officer

Robin Supler, J.D., Vice President for 
Compliance and Chief Integrity Officer 

John Wensveen, Ph.D., Chief Innovation 
Officer, NSU, and Executive Director,  
the Alan B. Levan | NSU Broward Center  
of Innovation

Thomas West, M.B.A., Vice President  
for Information Technologies and  
Chief Information Officer

Brad Williams, Ed.D., Senior Vice 
President for Enrollment Management  
and Student Affairs

Jeff Williams, CCM, CCE, Manager,  
Grande Oaks Golf Course

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., University Chancellor

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D., 
Chancellor Emeritus, Health  
Professions Division

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS

Integrity

Academic Excellence

Community

Diversity

Innovation

Opportunity

Scholarship/Research

Student Centered

CORE VALUES
By 2025, NSU will be recognized as a preeminent, professional-dominant, doctoral- 
research university that provides competitive career advantages to its students and 
produces alumni who serve and lead with integrity.

VISION 2025 STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT 2025

The mission of NSU—a selective, doctoral-research university—is to deliver innovative 
academic programs in a dynamic, lifelong learning and research environment fostering 
integrity, academic excellence, leadership, and community service through engaged 
students, faculty, and staff.

The Vision 2025 Statement, Mission Statement, and Core Values were adopted by the NSU Board of Trustees on March 29, 2021.

R. Douglas Donn 
James Donnelly
Arthur J. Falcone 
Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr. 
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan 
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D. 
Albert J. Miniaci 
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H., MACOI, FCCP

Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
George I. Platt, J.D.
Martin R. Press, J.D.
Paul M. Sallarulo 
J. Kenneth Tate 
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 
Michael J. Zager  
 
Trustee Emeriti
H. Wayne Huizenga
Mike Jackson
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

May 9, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

  H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business  
and Entrepreneurship .............................................................. 4

 Shepard Broad College of Law ............................................. 4 

May 9, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

  Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine ....... 8

May 10, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

 Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy ............ 12

 Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine ........... 12 

May 10, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

 College of Dental Medicine .................................................... 16 

 College of Optometry .............................................................. 16

 Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences............ 16

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees
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Processional ...................................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ........................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.  
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement ..............................................................................  Grand Marshal 
Florence Shu-Blankson, J.S.D.  
Professor, Shepard Broad College of Law 
 Suri Weisfeld-Spolter, Ph.D. 
Professor, H. Wayne Huizenga College of  
Business and Entrepreneurship

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.  
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship ................... Andrew Rosman, Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor of Accounting 

Shepard Broad College of Law ................................................................................ José Roberto (Beto) Juárez, Jr., Ph.D.  
Dean and Professor of Law

Opening Remarks .........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ............................................................George L. Hanbury II 

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ....................George L. Hanbury II

Commencement Address .......................................................................................... Jay Ziskind, Esq.  
President and Owner of Jay A. Ziskind, P.A., Law Firm 

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ...............................................................Ronald J. Chenail 

Conferral of Degrees ...................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Closing Remarks ...........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................................ Florence Shu-Blankson 
Suri Weisfeld-Spolter

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship

Shepard Broad College of Law 

May 9, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

H. WAYNE HUIZENGA 
COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING  

Accounting  
Andy Vela 

Accounting Analytics  
Stephanie Bruce-Torres 
Olga Freire
Taissa M. Tellez 

Managerial Accounting  
Shekina Boyce
Jean-David Dutes 
Anmol Marin Haque
Julliana Johnson 
Kristine Kowalski 
Yisu Tibanear Larralde 
Zoe J. Weinberg

Public Accounting 
Jose F. Alvarez
Jorge Arguelles 
Coralie Bastien
Catherine Bendyk 
Lidia Berrios 
Jakiah Bloom 
Jose L. Cabrera 
Deborah Carracedo
Calvin Cohen 
Latoya Compass 
Yana Conrad 
Elizabeth Corrielus 

Sophia Davis 
Alexa M Depaola 
Samantha Estrella 
Leonard Vaughn Farrington 
Thallygee Fernandez-Castro 
Lomoya L. Francis
Nayomi Marie Gonzalez 
Elizabeth Anne Gutierrez 
Shenika Danielle Harvey 
Ronald Hernandez 
Heather Ashley Hibert 
Katie Irene Howarth 
Katelyn A. Kiebania
Karliene Louie 
Roberto Gabriel Oliva Delgado 
Aditya Dhivya Poonai 
Alexandra Rivera 
Ariel Smith 
Kaijah Turnquest
Thi Hang Van 

Tax 
Saul Alejandro Alvarez 
Nadima D. Chamoun
Sharon May Clayton 
Lilian Espinosa 
Rosmerys German Amador
David Gonzalez 
Graciela Mendoza 
Jean Saturnin Kwaku Missoh 
Katherin Murgadas
Frank Palacios 
Jessica Parker
Miguel A. Saldumbide 
Cote W. Strike
Dannesha Sullivan 
Yaimma Torres
Hannah Marie Ziadeh 

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

Business 
David Abrams
William Acosta
Jorge Daniel Amador
Chanelle J. Anyango
Janelle A. Arjoon
Jennie S. Aurelus
Catherine Elise Averill
Rosina Barbastefano Aragon
Abbie Marie Beltz
Grant Lee Bernstein
Joseph R. Bilello
Fatima Bizhukova
Samuel John Boltrucyzk
Laila Pinheiro Braga
Melissa Cabezas
Laura Elizabeth Cahill
Martin Eladio Camero Diaz
Lucia Ann Campbell
Sa/Mya J. Carter
Ludchana Cherenfant
Amanda Conde
Sidney M. Desiderio
Oleg G. Dzhidzhora
Evan Mitchell Eaton 
Brandon Escorcia
Marjorie M. Fox 
Soribel Garcia 
Sofia Gunawarden-Corzo
Laura Camila Gutierrez Huertas
Joshua Ryan Hittle
Ashley Grace Holt
Aris Alfredo Isa Doorly 
Melody H. Johns 
Fulton Miguel Juez
Cheryn Kanamori 
Anika I. King 
Benjamin Lam 
Kuane Lanier 

Andrew Jared Laufenberg
Shelda M. LeValle 
Erika Celeste Sarah Lowe
Maxi K. Luna 
Umberto Marsic
Laila L. Martinez
Emil K. Mathew
Jared Meland
Amit Mistry 
Carlyle A Nelson
John Joseph Perez
Melina Juliet Persaud
Nicole Katerina Pirpiris
Dana Planas
Nicolas A. Pospischel 
Daniel Alejandro Poveda
Tyrence L. Purnell
Maria Victoria Rada Ibanez
Violetta Elizabeth Renesca
Ivanna I. Rodriguez
Irina Rozenfeld
Victor Sanchez
Justin X. Sigcha
Faith D. Smith 
Alina Sulga
Ryan Scott Sundberg
Gillian Samantha Thomas
Aliya Whipple
Kimberly White 
Ivette A. Wither
Audriene Woldgramm

Business Administration 
Andrea Denton 
Eliab Sterling 

Business Intelligence and Analytic  
Jude Alumuku 
Corina Alejandra Aspron Gotera
Marguerite P. Brown
Melissa Bruno 

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!
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Lucis A. (Sun Hee) Campbell
Keith Caron 
Wally B. Charlestant 
Claudia Fabiola Chez Abreu
Kayla T. Cooper 
Michael Dawson
Magyori Yvonne Esparza Estrada
Esteban Eduardo Herrera Figueroa
Avita Panalal
Amber Springer
Harvey Strafford Read
Lucio Salazar
Alexander White
Marcelas Tamaine Wilkinson
Maria Clara Ziadi

Complex Health Systems  
Stephanie Arias 
Mae Lyssa Bauduy-Roy 
Katharina L. Becker
Jose Davilus 
Emily Dearmitt
Sara Isabel Diaz Cordero 
Elizabeth Justen 
Sarah Kessler 

Entrepreneurship  
Andres Orlando Bernal Martin
Charles Robert Collier 
Kristalyn Kennedy
Lauren Gabriel Matta 
Victoria Saravia Flores 
Arthur T. Thomas 

Finance   
Yugma Jitendra Attarde
John Fredy Giraldo 
Garrett Richard Gruendel 
Daniel Cadavid 
Christian M. Gorski
Shauntae Griffith
Syed Ibrahim 
Hailee Kaprielian 
Leah Khalife 
Jarret Kyle Krzyzanowski 
Devon D. Leon
Elizabeth Lopez 
Steven Joseph Mandel 
Brittney A. Marshall
Deborah Mayer 
Roberto Emilio Medina
Diana Mendoza Ramirez
Victoria Milton 
Sebastian Palacios
David Song
Stephanie Vargas-Scarpati
Jade Monique Waithe
Moises Ward 
Lisa Zhu

Human Resource Management    
Nadia Baboram 
Averian Natalie Bennett-Brown 
Ayanna Cameron
Dominic Davis
Maria Cristina Fernandez Cano 
Deborah Ghelman Zonensain 
Daniela Giraldo
Kavya A. Krishna 
Zariah Linwood
Nahashley Marc 
Shacara Venesia Reid-Bent 
Eleanore Salinel 

Nychland Saint Louis
Ure Saunders
Melanie A. Yerk 

International Business   
Maria A. Abreu 
Alessandra N. Carpio Camavilca
Kimberley Forbes
Sayda Waleska Hernandez 
MD Nuruddin Mahdi 
Juan Mosquera 
Gabriel Olivetti Maciel Da Silva 
Katrina Wesley 

Management   
Khaled ALmasri
William Anderson Atchisson 
Bella Arrazcaeta
Elin Camilo Cancel 
Eureca Coulanges 
Yazmin Dorta Ramirez 
Shawnny R. Eugene 
Luis José González 
Tracy Rebecca Gross 
Yuderka Jimenez
Katharina Jullich 
Suyen Leon 
Shantell Lopez 
Natacha Marc
Denisia Latonia Joenelly Martimbor
Ryan P. McGinley
Watline Noel
Madelyn Nurge
Kevin O. Perez
Angelica Richards
Krysti Sheades
Katherine Toribio
Stephanie Michelle Vanbeber 
Sarah Varazarian
Carla T. Ware 
Karon Charleen Wilmore 

Marketing    
Shamirah L. Abraham
Natasha Archibald 
William Binz 
Ihosvany Castaneda 
Jianjie Chen
Raquel Dunn
Diane Sophie Laure Follin Arbelet 
Nicholas David Jensen 
Brock P. Minich 
Vivian Kim Nguyen 
Samantha November
Christina Marie Oatman 
Yasmine Rahmoune
Tyler J. Rose

Process Improvement   
Franklin G. Gay 
Brandon M. Insoft 
Christine Lewis 
Ana Ayalibis Lozano 

Sport Revenue Generation   
Aleksander Skyttern Berg 
Christian N. Puglielli 
Kiara Sue 
Michael P. Ziegler 

Supply Chain Management and 
Operational Systems 
Daniela Duque Diosa 

Giovanni Jose Forlano Valdivieso
Sebastian Gabriel 
Aleyna Kennel
Hector Larrazabal 
Lais Laure Campos
Stephany McKenzie 
Juan Manuel Munoz Serna 
Eugene O. Onyango
Tobias Arnold Pellio 
Andres Simon Robles Gomez

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION  

Jeanne Augustin-Budde 
Raelene N. Bowman
Catherine Joanne Eichner 
Christina Gibson 
Shayla Grange
Miguel Angel Gutierrez Londono 
Caron A. Johnson
Tiffany Anne Linzels-Garcia 
Maud Martins-Lamptey 
Louann Morrow 
Tawana Paker
Stacy Ann Rahim 
Andrea M. Ramirez
Arif Muhammad Rana 
Kiron Jamil Reese 
Larisa Reid 
Ethan E. Rivero
Breanna Rolle 
Weaam Shehadeh
Helena M. Ulloa
Camila V. Ustarez Zegarra
Canute Barrington White 

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

Business Agility and Innovation
Melissa Pierce 

Finance and Sustainability
Ryan Clark 

Human Resource Management   
Angela Abraham
Kafayat Adewumi Adetunji 
Noorjahan Arakkaveettil 
Samira Ashrafi 
Mishka Bailey-Griffiths 
L’Preshia Baker 
Sherita Barker 
Lykendra Bonimy
Julie Burns 
Jessica Carter
Jose Victor Colon 
Jessica Brianna Cooks 
Chantale Crooke
Tanya Daniels
Janice Joiner Davenport 
Carlos Derizans 
Laury Georges-Lane 
Sharon Goordeen
Jonah William Heald 
Tamara Dusha Hurst 
Devard Knowles
Renee H. LaHuffman-Jackson 
Shameiko Nicole Macon 
Tamah Mathurin 
Monica Mendoza
Elizabeth M. Padilla 

Christina Palmer
Genevieve Marie Penn 
Jennifer Perez 
Stephanie Ponce
Tasha-Lee Quarrie
Hector Antonio Soriano Paradela 
Glennette T. Reckley 
Kisha Williams 

Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Management   
Mildred Garcia
Wilenca Joseph
Christine McConnelee 
Berta Maria Morillo Castillo 
John Joseph O’Hara 
Toby Philpart 
Jennifer Catherine Walsh 
Savanna Youse

Professional Practice 
Management
Gianna Pantaleo 
Melany Romero 

Sustainable Digital Marketing
Cassandra Morman 
Daniella Vallejo

Real Estate Development   
Lidia Aguilera 
Michael Asante 
Emiliana Joi Brown 
Chase D. Crosby 
Samuel H. Epstein 
Dickens F. Francis
David Austin Ladoo 
Panagiota Lazarou-Amanna
Frensky Magny
Jared Meland
William O’Neill 
Raul G. Perez 
Eden B. Plescia
Audrey K. Rackel
Fernando Rodriguez 
Said Herrman Saud Von Lippke 
Zeynep A. Talu-Balci
Joshua Tepper 
Jacob A. Wilentz

SHEPARD BROAD 
COLLEGE OF LAW   

JURIS DOCTOR 
Malaak Abdulrazzak 
Ricardo J. Alarcon* 
Ney D. Almonte
Cyana Alvarez* 
Jonathan Antonelli
Michael Apsan-Orgera** 
Maria Ignacia Araya*** 
Michael Blake Aronson 
Laura G. Arruda 
Michael D. Bartley 
Roselandie A. Bazile** 
Yair S. Bengio* 
Andrew H. Berlin 
Bobby Austin Bernstein** 
Anthony Lyon Blair* 
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

Ashley N. Bodling
Genevieve M. Bonett** 
Madison L. Bradford* 
Lindsay Brandwein* 
Alexander O. Brown 
Latonya H. Brown-Stanley 
Chloe Buikus* 
Maxwell S. Burke* 
Tamielle Elizabeth Burke 
Moises Camilo 
Korinna D. Cardiff 
Samantha L. Castro 
Pasquale Celentano*** 
Diana Chaimov* 
Christian A. Chambers 
Darius B. Chuback 
Anthony Michael Church 
Chase A. Cohn 
Fernando A. Cordal 
Ashley Cornwell 
Jose E. Cortez 
Kevin A. Cosio 
Alexander Covar 
Charles M. Cramer 
Joseph Anthony Cruz* 
Noah Benjamin Dearman 
Shireen M. Deeb 
Lauren Demchak 
Matthew W. Dichiara** 
Taylor Hunter Dominie 
Luis A. Duran** 
Hesham H. Elguindi 
Diego Elias** 
Samuel H. Epstein 
Tyler F. Fahs 
Maycee A. Forester
Jayla-Rae Elisabeth Foster* 
Blake Robert Frame 
Joseph Freiria 
Connor J. Frontera**
Jose M. Fuentes* 
Madison T. Gebig* 
Emily Brooke Goldberg 
Daniel Gomez Perez 
Ashleigh E. Good 
Frederick O. Gosdenovich* 
Adam N. Grondin 
Tiffany D. Guerrero** 
Carolina Guio 
Tiffany Hamilton 
Joseph M. Harbuck 
Sierra Dominique Harris 
Shaheen Hashemian 
Antonio Hazim 
Cole Wagner Heller 
Sam A. Herman*
Tara Hickin 
Kyle Bailey Hollander** 
Danya Hussain 
Adam M. Ifargan* 
Yehiel Kyle Israel 
Makayla Marie Jacmacjian*** 
Kevin D. Jaramillo*** 
Sabrina Jerome 
Ancy Jose Varghese* 
Milica Jovanovic 
Manal Juma* 
Parker-Leigh Kadivar* 

Conall B. Kavanagh*** 
Hayden M. Kearney 
Joel Brandon Kleiman Levin 
Shitij Khuarana
Caitlin Koppenhaver
Ryan Kriske 
Arseni Kusakin** 
Rebecca Lalchan***
Spencer A. Lasday 
Odine Laurenvil 
Michael Felipe Lazcano** 
Jon C. Leon 
Kanika M. Liburd 
John P. Lindner 
Matthew Brian Lipari*** 
Emily Llerena 
Nicole Ellie Logan Schwartz 
Alissa L. Lopez 
Carolina Machin** 
Chelsea Maizel* 
Parker Malman 
Sara D. Marino* 
Nathalie C. Martinez 
Victoria Max 
Ashley E. McFarlane** 
Mason David McInturff** 
Talor Mckillen 
Jordyn T. McManus* 
Connor Shea McNamara 
Paula Melley* 
Reginald Arnold Merilus* 
Ariana Alejandra Merinsky Bellera 
Gregory A. Merjian 
Ashlee Briana Miller* 
Kyle M. Mimbs 
Arthur J. Minkovich
Monica Molina 
Julianna L. Morgan* 
Mireia Munoz Zamora* 
Ashley T. Nortelus* 
Roman Novosiadlyi 
Michael T. Oh** 
Eleanor Ohayon 
Mariana Orbegozo 
Tiffany Orr Chambers** 
Kevin G. Ortega*** 
Nicolas Ospina 
Blake A. Paradise 
Emma A. Pascual 
Heriberto Patino 
Matthew N. Paul* 
Ariana Paulino 
Javier Penarredonda 
Lorraine E. Perez-Lugo 
Brandee Corrine Permenter** 
Yaimara L. Pezaris 
Alexas Rachael Plotnick* 
Loren Michelle Pusateri* 
Blake T. Puya 
Nicola A. Rahman 
Nicole Antonella Rameix* 
Kristin Ashley Rampersad 
Lauren V. Ravelo* 
Ali Raza 
Victoria G. Revier 
Ana Carolina De Albuquerque     
     Rezende Moreira 
Alyssa N. Rispoli** 

Jesenia M. Rivera** 
Mario Anthony Rivera 
Adriana Rodriguez*
Jose F. Rodriguez* 
Leylany Eida Rodriguez** 
Liz Amanda Rodriguez 
Daniel Israel Rogatinsky* 
Maria T. Rojas*** 
Gabriella A. Roldos 
Kayla S. Roney 
Lance Harris Rosen* 
Taylor C. Rutherford 
Thalita Fialho Saide 
Adriana Angeli Sanchez* 
Andreina F. Santapau 
Lyanchesi Nanette 
     Santiago-Santiago* 
Sydney Satz* 
Breana E. Sause 
Emeline Savidge 
Sydney R. Schatz 
Lily A. Schreiber 
Adam Nicholas Shane*** 
John R. Shirley* 
Jennifer A. Sippel* 
Megan Nicole Smith Ehrhart*** 
Zachary Snitofsky** 
Sydney Spence 
Cara Selene Steinberg 
Brittany S. Stern 
Jacob M. Stern* 
Nolyn Hartley Stigler 
Martina Stofanikova Sabbatini* 
Briana V. Sudakov 
James Mark Talley* 
Owen Sidney Tendrich 
Claudio Tomassini* 
Hannah C. Trieschmann 
Manoucheka Valcena 
Gabrielle A. Vance* 
Pedro L. Velazquez** 
Vanessa I. Venegas 
Rosa Via Vallduvi 
Melinda L. Villanueva 
Carmen von Jess Roson* 
Jacob R. Wander** 
Declan P. Ward 
Denise Indira Washington 
Sully Nathan Zagerman* 
Daniel D. Zahavi 

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

Education Law   
Deanna Jasmine Coughlin* 
Robert A. Fitzgerald 
Dori Lair*** 
Nickey S. Lewin*** 
Laquieria Raquel Nottage*** 
Dalton Patrick Rumie** 
LaTonya D. Slade** 
Patricia Elizabeth Thomas* 
Mariuxi M. Yglesias** 

Employment Law   
Norma R. Anderson*** 
Kimberlee Marie Barker*** 

Maria Corluka*** 
Steven Alexander De Armas*** 
Laura M. Del Toro 
Spencer Cooper Goidel** 
Jennifer Lobo*** 
Katerina Pilar Manzanares*** 
Mynelle Matadeen** 
Kimberly McDowell*** 
Amanda O. Pestana*** 
Natalia Rodriguez** 
Alvania Viviane Saide* 
Sana Saif Tirmazee*** 
Luis Velez** 

Health Law  
Demetrius Latreece Atterberry* 
Lisa S. Diouf 
Grace E. Frost** 
Jennifer Guidetti*** 
Annesha Harrison* 
Katherine Mann McFarland*** 
Candice Peta-Gay Pinnock 
Kelli Renee Reed*** 
Chala R. Riddick 
Michael Dewayne Slade* 
Martin Zuluaga*** 

Law and Policy  
Randa Abdelhameed* 
Boris Anthony Brown 
Tamilia Ellishia Burrows*** 
Camika N. Carey 
Tunicia LaShay Davis** 
Melissa L. Dore*** 
Isabel Fernandez** 
Eric Glasper* 
Jazmyne Jones*** 
Anitra Lacy** 
Joshua O’Hara Leonard* 
Imani N. Lorceus 
Nicole A. Mallas*** 
Winnan A. Mendez 
Omar Osbourne*** 
Kajal D. Patel* 
Folashade Afusat Quadri 
Vershaè Quinn** 
Monique Kerry-ann Rowe 
Yoanni Santana** 
Robert L. Smith** 
Chekinaa Joye Turner 
Jennifer P. Wilson** 

MASTER OF LAWS  
Alhanof Fahad A. Alhajri 
Federico De Grazia 
Abdulrahman A. Fayyad 

*Cum Laude 
**Magna Cum Laude 
***Summa Cum Laude 
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Processional ...................................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ........................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.  
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement .............................................................................. Grand Marshal 
Stephanie Petrosky, D.C.N., M.H.A., RDN, LDN, FAND 
Chair, Director, and Professor,  
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine  

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine ........................................... Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., M.S. 
Dean and Professor 

Opening Remarks .........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ..............................George L. Hanbury II

Commencement Address .......................................................................................... Rita Case 
President and CEO of Rick Case Automotive Group

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ...............................................................Ronald J. Chenail

Conferral of Degrees ...................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Presentation of Oaths .................................................................................................Wording is in the back of the program on page 22

Osteopathic Medicine ................................................................................................. Mark Sandhouse, D.O., M.S. 
Executive Associate Dean, Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus

Closing Remarks ...........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................................ Grand Marshal 
Stephanie Petrosky

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine 

May 9, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Couple and Family Therapy  
Mert Omer Yildiz 

Family Therapy  
Jennifer Marie Cahill 
Gabrielle Etrina Carey 
Deborah Kim Hurford 
Wonbin Jung 
Lilian L. LaTulippe 
Brenda Lee 
Kayleigh Noel Sabo 
Georgie-Ann Melsades Simpson 
Natasha Patrice Smith 
Ben-Gassendi St. Juste 
Cecilia Tarnoki 

DOCTOR OF 
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE  
Jaafar Abou-Ghaida 
Christy Mundakakuzhiyil Abraham 
Marlou Pangilinan Abril 
Joseph Afzali 
Manahil Agha 
Sohaib Ahmed 
Neha Radhika Aitharaju 
Tanisha Jisha Akhand 
Nesli Akinci 
Idarabasi Evangel Akpan 

Alexandra Elena Albulescu 
Andy Aleman Espino* 
Erik Luis Aleman Espino 
Claudia Aleman Oliva 
Adya Amina Ali 
Gabriela Alesandra Alonso 
Sami Omar Alqurneh 
Ola Alshammari 
Melissa Marie Alvarez 
Arin Amin 
Sophia Therese Anagnostis* 
Sheela Anasseri 
Vania Estefania Mary 
     Arboleda Mocarro 
Arielle Ashkenazi 
Marshall Bryan Aske 
Andrea Astudillo 
Preethi Atluri 
Ali Awad 
Sean Backer-Meurke 
Arjun Bagai 
David Joseph Baggett 
Rachel-Ann Abella Bailon 
Jacqueline Balbuena 
Jason Baluja 
Alena Bashinskaya 
Massah Bassie 
Andrew Gilbert Beauperthuy* 
Bassem Bekheit 
Mina Bekheit 
Kristina Beluskov 
Michael Benrubi 
Isabel Bernal 
Shreya Bhattacharya 
Alexandra Blanco 
Sabrina Bonnice 
Jordana I. Borges 
Bradley Borosky 
Stephanie Bouchard 
Constantinos George Boufeas 

Joshua Lee Brabant 
Skyler Brandfon 
Rachel Brasington 
Ritchy Eric Andy Brelu Brelu 
Zachary E. Breslow 
Thomas Gamage Bronk 
Cody Brown 
Jonathan Michael Bryn 
Alexander Burpee 
Silvia Cabal Paramo 
Dominick Cabrera 
Omar A. Cadenas 
Sebastian Camargo 
Anne Isabelle Cameau 
Dominique Cameron 
Jose Valentin Camilion 
Nicholas Caputo 
Cassidy Carrasco 
Andrew Joseph Casanova 
Alejandro Castellanos 
Daniel Tim Chan 
Justin Chaney 
Siam Uddin Chawdhury 
Liza Jane Chikovsky 
Kyoung Wook Cho 
Aditi Chokshi 
Nayeem Mohiuddin Chowdhury 
Craig Thomas Colletti 
Dylon Collins 
Shivi Collins 
Diego Colunge 
Haley A. Conner 
Marianne Cortes 
Sarah D. Cushion 
Kripa Dahal 
Michael Joseph Daniel 
Mariam Mubasher Dar 
Jake Darbhanga 
Una Della-Pietra 
Alexander Gregory den Boef* 

Craig Dent* 
Frederick Henry DeRosier 
Brett Jacobsen Deters 
Christina Elizabeth Durrance 
Michael Ea 
Samuel Glade Eaddy 
Sara Brynn Ecoff 
Naomi Edwin 
Kareem Elgendi 
Rachel Elizabeth Elliott 
Christopher Robert Ellis 
Kawther Elsouri* 
Andrea Escalante 
Jessica Espinosa 
Leona Abbey Ewan 
Adi Hava Eylon 
Carlos Fagundo 
Patrick Shane Farahvashi* 
Alexis Shelby Fazio 
Stefanie Filoramo 
Jamie Nicole Flora 
Annalia Foster 
Andres Francisco 
Charles Tilghman Franks 
Trevor Hyrum Fuhriman 
Annabella Gallagher 
Camelia Garcia 
Evelyn Garcia Pineiro 
Emily Gauthier 
Panagiotis Gavathas 
Avidor S. Gerstenfeld 
Sami Ghozayel 
Clay Hamilton Ginn 
Stephanie Gomez Taborda 
Vivianne Gonzalez 
Dawn Goodfriend 
Kristina G. Goodwin 
Grant Grabarczyk 
Jamie A. Green** 
Mecham Scott Groneman 

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!



10

Joshua Gruber** 
Khloe Yinyin Gu 
Lohitha Guntupalli 
Eric Jorge Gutierrez 
Ashley Brooke Hackworth 
Orestes G. Hadjistamoulou 
Sumaiya Haider 
George Hanna 
Yousef Ahmed Hasanain 
Allia Mohammed Hassan 
Cydne Victoria Hastings 
Kyiana Shea Haughton 
Katrina Hauser (Seenath) 
Na My He 
Claudia Celeste Henderson** 
Cody Wayne Hibbs 
Chloe Marie Hille* 
Keely Cheyenne Hohenberger** 
Noah Holmes 
Jing Huang 
Adam Hurwitz 
Robert Frank Iandoli 
Maha Ighanifard 
Dylan Stephen Irvine 
Allyson Miller Jack 
Mario F. Jacome* 
Alek Richard Jahnke 
Michael Joseph Jayson 
Nigel Alvin John 
Robin Jose 
Andrew Michael Joseph 
Shadman Kabir 
Mohamad J. Kaki 
Sahand Kalhori* 
Jay Kammerman 
Jagannath Kandadai 
Caitlin Danielle Kaplan 
Sonia Kapoor 
Madison Karakash* 
Monica Karas 
Nabeel Iqbal Karim 
Joseph Nicholas Kastrenakes 
Baneet Kaur 
Mallory Elizabeth Kazaleh 
Shantele Louise Kempvanee 
Zaynab Khan 
Siya Sunita Khanna 
Leen Khatib 
Minhal Z. Khoja 
Randy Khusial 
Nathaniel A. Kipker 
Sarah Marie Klein 
Ryan Knipe 
Justin Koss 
Sejal Kotecha 
Breanne M. Kothe 
Arathi Kulkarni 
Shubhangi Kumar 
Viktor Kunder 
Aharon M. Kupfer 
Xhensila Kycyku 
Diana Andreea Lacatusu* 
Evan Bradley Lambert 
Sarah Lacey Lambros 
Coral Kim Laney* 
Jared O. Larkin 

Rushi Bharat Lavani 
Jensen Louis Lawrence* 
Katherine Angelica Lemus 
Josiah Lentz 
Reanna Leoni 
Jillian Mae Leverett 
Joseph Isaiah Levieddin 
Melissa Marie Leyva 
Matthew Lightcap 
Wei-Ting Lin 
Jillian Hannah Linck 
Nimisha S. Lingappa 
Gongkai Liu 
Kelly R. Long 
Taylor Lowry 
Guillermo Loyola 
Jose Lugo 
Andrew Nathan Lurie** 
Justin Luu 
Beatriz Maderal 
Kayla Nicole Mahasena 
Manda Emeline Mainville*  
Vasu Malhotra 
Varshini Mallireddigari 
Amulya Bharghavi Mandavalli 
Alexander John Manno 
Mohammad N. Manzoor 
Raneem Maqsood 
Chandler Martin 
Gabriella Elise Martin** 
Sharon Mathew 
Shreya Mathur 
Tate Dalton Matthews 
Jeffri-Noelle Mays 
Heather Ann McKelvey 
Kyle Mitchell McKenna 
Kian Memari 
Eytan David Mendelow 
Taniszahera N. Momin 
Sana Moon 
Sulma Barbara Moredo Loo 
Sergio Mosquera Mosquera Limas 
Nashit Sadman Mozumder 
Avia Muller* 
Cody Michael Mutter 
Nishad Mysore 
Shreya Narain 
Shreya Harish Narayan 
Saleena Nasary 
Alexandra Brooke Nelson 
Nicholas Thien Khoa Nguyen 
Alex Olson 
Erica Amanda Ortiz 
Daniel Pacciulli 
Sneha E. Palliparambil 
Judd Ivan Jaruda Palonpon 
Monica Paneru 
Elise Patricia Paranto 
Sneh Parekh* 
Ashini Ashvin Patel 
Bijal Patel 
Mansi Patel 
Neal T. Patel 
Rikin Anil Patel** 
Rudresh H. Patel 
Shreya Ghanshyam Patel 

Grant Patterson 
Luis Angel Perez 
Joseph Le Phan* 
Julia Anne Pignanelli 
Agata Piotrowska 
Amy-Grace Pothen 
Venkat Sumanth Potluri 
Rachel Pray 
Harini Prayaga 
Soniya Qadir 
Balawal Qaiser 
Ramon Moises Quintero 
Christian Alexander Rada 
Jennifer Maria Rafalovich* 
Anand Rai 
Niti K. Rajani 
Mario Santiago Ramos 
Amber M. Rampersaud 
Omer Muzamil Rana 
Brittany Randles* 
Keval Ray 
Nabila Rehman 
Spencer Garrett Renne 
Josue Reyes 
Aida Rezene 
Sean Riegle 
Zehra Rizvi 
Julia E. Rockcole* 
Emily Camila Rodriguez Ortega 
Jacquelyn Rodtang 
Sh’Ronda Moss Ross 
Julia Samantha Roth 
Colton Anthony Ruggery 
Rex Quinn Ryan 
Lane Matthew Sager 
Raul Salazar 
Radhika Salwan 
Saje Schlatterer 
Kylie Nicole Schmitt** 
Christopher Joseph Schwab
Hailey Maree Schwab** 
Anika Sedani* 
Michael Louis Sencaj 
Carolina Sepulveda Ramos 
Miti Sanjaykumar Shah 
Nishma Shah 
Shrinand Shah 
Tasha Bhaskarbhai Shah 
Zara Hassan Shah 
Elham Shams 
Hanna A. Shanar 
Gong Li Shao 
Kiran Cameron Sharma 
Keyan Shasti 
Nadia Ahmed Siddiqi 
Sabah Sikandar 
Chinar Singh 
Theodore Soares 
Karan Soni 
Leonardo B. Sosa Cotrina** 
Ricardo Soubelet 
Constantine Demetrios Stathis 
Samantha Stein** 
Hanna Marie Stewart 
Veenah Khavya Josephine Stoll 
Ashley Katherine Story 

Margaret Dryden Sweeney 
Zubiya Syed 
John Joseph Tacconi 
Oneeb Tahir 
Matthew G. Tayem 
Marta Telatin 
Jamie Thomas** 
Jenna Lee Thomas 
Merin Philo Thomas 
Matthew Thornburg 
Maria Stephanie Ticsa 
Alexa Torcini 
Paola Marie Torres 
Jacky Tran 
Nikki Tran 
Roger Tran 
Thao Bich Tran 
Jennifer Marie Trube 
Yun-Yee Tsang 
David Tuyn 
Alexandra Carolina Urdaneta 
Maryanne Vaca 
Luis Fernando Valderrama 
Giselle Isabel Valdes 
Sonakshi Vatsa 
Kailee Vickaryous 
Anja Noell von der Osten 
Zachary Wald* 
Allison Dawn Weening* 
Brianna Wetmore 
Reece Whitaker 
Allison L. White 
Joseph Daniel Whitmore* 
Timothy Bryce Williams 
Brianna Wolkov 
Michelle Noelani Won* 
Jeremy Wright 
Julia Rose Wursta** 
Catherine L. Xu 
Janeta Yancheva 
Khloud Yassin
Christian Youssef 
Syed Aadam Zaffer 
Karim Zaki 
Jonathan Allan Zalkin 
Mohamadhusni Zarli* 

DOCTOR OF MARRIAGE AND 
FAMILY THERAPY  
Desiree Barrionuevo 
Vanessa Bibliowicz 
Alexandra Margo Foglia 
Paul Vincent Healey 
Dania Abdulelah A Khalil 
Emily Karoline Konicki 
Crystal N. Langley-Walker 
Tammara L. Lewis 
Shirley Patricia Lora Reyes 
Brye Corynn Moss 
Lauren Padron 
Kaitlin Smith 
Tameka Andrea Thomas 

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH  
Omar Alejandro Amalbert-Perez 
Mary Aquino* 
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

Rithwik Sai Attanti 
Arjun Bagai 
Dino Barnaby 
Tais April Bautista* 
Moses Braimoh 
Rachel Brasington** 
Emily Chandler** 
Christelle Charles* 
Lydia M. Daniel 
Chelsea Dos Santos 
Isabella Barbara Davis Dreyfuss 
Patricia Ann Gaffney** 
Rylee Azia Gardner 
Kyarrah D. Grant 
Paola Ximena Hernandez* 
Maha Ighanifard 
Aruba Naz Javed 
Nathalie Joseph 
Baneet Kaur* 
Venkata Soundarya Kolaparthi 
Benjamin Liebman 
Nadia Sultana Miah* 
Faythe Gardenia Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Nirmal Mayurkumar Patel 
Juan C. Riano 
Sabrina A. Rustam* 
Yenitza Sanyet 
Brian Slayyeh 
Riley Smith** 
Juan Jose Toral 
Melissa Velasquez* 
Rohan Wadhwa 
Jessica M. Watson 
Allison L. White 

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

Couple and Family Therapy 
Tamilla Askerova 
Alison Bennett 
Karen F. Berk 
Rebekah Tyler Bollinger 
Sonia Elizabeth Burgos 
Latoya Simone Clarke Grant 
Hagit Cohen Medina 
Julia Ada Conti 
Nicole Coopersmith 
Nickelle Decius 
Emily Desouza 
Samara Loris Diaz 
Kayla Ann Therrien Downey 
Nicholas Estefan 
Isabel Feibert 
Francesca Festagallo 
Alexa Gonzalez 
Arielle Jay Hotz 
Lauren Gail Jordan 
Emily Jurich 
Allison Leslie Kennebeck 
Rimsha Khan 
Chetna Landge 
Aaliyah M. Lee 
Cameron Lipton 
Cymphony Lockhart 
Margarita Maragulova 

Elana Marie Menendez 
Daniel Richard Morrison 
Kayla Sarai Perez 
Alexandria Gem Peters 
Crystal Monique Ray 
Ronni Roth 
Jodie Coy Simpson 
Ligia Victoria Solorzano 
Alexis Elizabeth Terzian 
Tamia Michelle Thomas 
Svetlana Titkova 
Angelique Marie Valdez 
Kylie Elizabeth VanLoo 

Disaster and 
Emergency Management 
Daniel Berry** 
Silvia Cabal Paramo** 
Chrystal S. Early 
Susie Gilot 
Sydney Leonard 
Reanna Leoni* 
Megan McCarthy** 
Pablo Nieves** 
Edgar Ortega Ortiz** 
Erik Perez 
Samantha L. Pryde** 
Josue Reyes 
Eric Rubin 
Daniela Sanchez** 
Nathan Severance** 
Allison Dawn Weening** 

Family Therapy 
VVanessa Bibliowicz 
Arthur D. Davis 
Sabrina Espiedra 
Shammar Micaelle Olibrice 
Brenton Palmer 
Wendolly Carolina Pena 
Astrid V. Salcedo 
Sarah Elizabeth Saucedo 

Health Informatics 
Arin Amin 
Freda Biyaa Assuah** 
Anisha Azam** 
Fatima Shakur Caines* 
Gesulla Cavanaugh 
Salman Chaudhry* 
Vishal Bhikabhai Desai 
Hanaa Eid 
Laurence Lucienne Estime** 
Lami Rebecca Harman 
Kerry A. Higgs** 
Gabrielle Victoria Hopkins** 
Ligie Ann Macconnell 
Jeanette Antonella Mendoza 
Samhita Narendrula** 
Megan Judy Poteau 
Saskia M. Raphael-Michel 
Michael James Rodriguez 
Dayana Saint Victor** 
Salim Sam Shino 
Lisa M. Sobota 
Justin Rae Sowards 

Cleyton G. Stefanes** 
Paul Swain* 
Huma Syed Hussain 
Shelby Elizabeth Wamsley 

Medical Education  
Danielle Bullock 
Daniel Boosin Feit** 
Hasia N. Galindo 
Joel Hernandez** 
Daniel Erik Kraft* 
Taylor Elizabeth Olian** 
Stephanie Vernet-Joseph 
Alessandra Villarmosa** 
Casi Wilson** 
Robert Joseph Wood 

Nutrition 
Melissa Marie Alvarez 
Luis A. Arocho Hidalgo 
Zeinab Bazzoun* 
Andrew Joseph Casanova 
Kiely Morgan Curran** 
Eduardo Maria D Avino 
Samantha Nicole Delano** 
Ginette Desir* 
Natalie A. Gonzalez** 
Anita Goorachan** 
Victoria Hall** 
Mario F. Jacome** 
Kathryn James* 
Patricia Keating** 
Nicole Korchinsky** 
Breanne M. Kothe* 
Brittany Lopez-Itingen* 
Uliks Lulo 
Krystle Charde McNeal 
Sasha Menard* 
Camilla Amy Mirkin** 
Joshua Aurelio Munoz** 
David Palmer* 
Ciara Nicole Reistad* 
Daniela Sandoval Archimbaud 
Mauricio Silva Lobo 
Mackenzie Christine Stanley** 
Mackenzie Steele* 
Corey Elizabeth Thelen 

*Graduated with honors  
**Graduated with highest honors 
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Processional ...................................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ........................................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement .............................................................................. Grand Marshal 
Elizabeth Sherman, Pharm.D. 
Associate Professor, Barry and Judy Silverman  
College of Pharmacy

Welcome and Introductions ...................................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy ................................................ Michelle Clark, Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor 

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine ...............................................  Johannes W. Vieweg, M.D., FASC 
Dean and Chief Academic Officer 

Opening Remarks .........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree ....................George L. Hanbury II

Introduction to Commencement Speaker ............................................................George L. Hanbury II

Commencement Address ..........................................................................................  John P. (Jack) Seiler, J.D.  
Principal at Seiler, Sautter, Zaden, Rimes & Wahlbrink

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ...............................................................Ronald J. Chenail

Conferral of Degrees ...................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Presentation of Oaths .................................................................................................Wording is in the back of the program page 22

Pharmacist ...................................................................................................................... Dane Rusk, R.Ph. 
Vice President, Pharmacy, Publix Super Markets, Inc.

Allopathic Medicine ..................................................................................................... Stephen Ely, M.D., Ph.D., FACS  
Professor of Medical Education 

Closing Remarks ...........................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................................ Grand Marshal 
Elizabeth Sherman

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy 

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine 

May 10, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES

BARRY AND JUDY 
SILVERMAN COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Pharmaceutical Sciences  
Ahmed Saleh M. Alsarrani 
Zahrah Ali A. Asiri 
Karin Hsiao 
Nazanin Kianinejad 
Kwadwo Amanor Mfoafo 
Colton Simmons 

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY  
Adriano Abreu 
Maria Acevedo* 
Natalia Paola Acevedo Munoz** 
Taima Alhamali** 
Natalie Almeneiro*
Rama Ahmed Atwan** 
Tania M. Alvarado Torres* 
Gabriela Aponte Melendez 
Melanie Arguelles* 
Angelica N. Arroyo* 
Ginger Nicole Arzon Nieves* 
Blanca Janet Arzuaga Santiago 
Coralis Aviles Portalatin 
Salma Awad 
Neishalys Ayala 
Karimah S. Aziz** 
Jennifer Bahamonde** 
Muhammad Furqan Baig* 
Bijalkumari N. Bhatt** 
Malu I. Bienes Navarro 
Thandeka A. Bissasor* 

Yilena Blanco** 
Angel Miguel Borges 
Myrdjine Ruthciada Cadet 
Jonhenry Cambero 
Tajera Campbell** 
Sasha Marie Carattini Martinez* 
Jessica Carreiras 
Mariela Casanova 
Jose Javier Castro 
Hayley Marie Cessna 
Anthony Chan** 
Jemerlyn Marie Charneco 
Victor M. Chaviano 
Ludchana Cherenfant 
Linh My Chuong 
Shirley A. Cintron Feliciano* 
Maria D. Cintron Lugo** 
Carla F. Colon** 
Cristina Ashley Colon 
Dasmilia M. Concepcion 
Jean C. Correa** 
Claudia Cruz** 
Jashira Cuyar Figueroa 
Anaida Davila* 
Alejandro De La Rosa 
Leanna Maria Del Calvo 
Sheimy I. Delgado Canals* 
Justina Desantis** 
Nicole M. Diaz** 
Ricardo Jose Diaz Caballero 
Tamarix Donatiu Gomez* 
Layall Naji El-Mcharfie** 
Natalie Ivelisse Emanuelli 
Caitlyn Epperson** 
Camille Fabery Diana 
Karina Feliciano* 
Jeyma Fernandez** 
Milagro De La Caridad 
     Fernandez Molina 
Haylisse Marie Fernández-Martínez 

Cristella Joanna Figueroa** 
Juleyska Marie Figueroa 
Abraham R. Floran Valdez 
Kimberley Melissa Forbes** 
Claudia Fragosa**
Genesis Garay 
Lieny Garcia* 
Mercy I. Garcia 
Senait Melaku Gebremariam** 
Yamile Gonzalez 
Matthew Gortler 
Crystal L. Griffiths 
Katelyn Amanda Grillo** 
Christopher Guerra Olivo* 
Santos Guilarte 
Carlos Joel Guzman 
Lital Hartzy** 
Yogita Herit Kathrotiya**
Liena Hernandez Orizondo 
Gabrielle Victoria Hopkins 
Leila Hosseini 
Jose Ibarra Osorio** 
Gema Maria Jacomino** 
Giselle Annette Jiménez** 
Zulimar Jiménez Figueroa* 
Linet Yisel Labrada Rodriguez* 
Shaghaygh Ashley Lalezari 
Diandra Lee 
Mayte Lezcano** 
Monica C. Linares* 
Crystal Michelle Lloyd** 
Amanda Lopez 
Cesar A. Lopez 
Indra Marie Lopez Cordero* 
Omar C. Lourido* 
Julianna Lugo Serrano** 
Gabriela Maria Marrero** 
Jessy Anette Marrero** 
Claudia Martinez Perez** 
Rosali Martorell** 

Wesby J. Mathurin 
Ivelisse Mayedo 
Zachary Ryan McCrocklin 
Taylor Jean McKenzie** 
Meghan Victoria Meerbott** 
Stephanie Marie Melendez Bellieni 
Camille Mercado Rivera 
Hannah Miller 
Rebecca Milot 
Alejandra Ivette Miranda Melendez 
Jorge Luis Molier 
Viviana Angeli Monserrate** 
William Paul Mulkins 
Rajesh Reddy R. Narla 
Mariliana Negrón Varas 
Vina X. Ngo** 
Stephanie Marie Nieves-Hernandez 
Geraldo Rafael Olmeda** 
Justin Ontivero
Carlos A. Orellana 
Emily Daimarys Ortiz 
Sariangely Ortiz Dominicci 
Zorelys Ivexie Padua Olmo 
Ana Maria Palli Martinez** 
Joan Marie Papp 
Dhartiben Chirag Patel 
Dhruval Rakeshbhai Patel 
Vivek Patel** 
Grethel Pavon 
Gleidy Peraza Lopez 
Hector Emanuel Perez 
Kevin Omar Perez* 
William José Pérez Guillama 
Jailene I. Perez Jimenez** 
Flavia C. Perez Perez** 
Farid X. Pino 
Laura Porben** 
Emily Nicole Puchades** 
Sofian Qamar 
Jessica Quiles Diffut** 

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!
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Abner Quiles Galan 
Amanda S. Quilichini Antoni 
Ambar Quinones 
Elianis Quintana** 
Daniella Quintero** 
Christian Quiros 
Deyaneira Raices De Jesus** 
Kimberly Kavita Ramgoolam* 
Stela Ramirez 
Pamela Nicole Ramos** 
Eduardo Ruben Rebollida 
Liz Arlet Reinoso** 
Brendie Reyes 
Jorge Miguel Reyes* 
Karla Andrea Rivera** 
Nicole M. Rivera 
Victoria Samantha Rivera 
Francisco Andres Rivera Arias 
Carlos Alberto Rivera Gonzalez 
Yamilka Desirée Rivera Meléndez 
Alexamary Rivera Planas 
Ashley Paola Rivera Roman** 
Isabella Rodriguez 
Anielys Rodriguez Moreno 
Misael Rojas** 
Amanda Beatriz Rojas-Herrera** 
Judiliette Rosado Soto 
Andrea Rosario* 
Dyhamar Angelis Rosario* 
Jose Rafael Rosario Cruz 
Isabel Cristina Ruiz Irizarry* 
Ivan R. Saavedra 
Valentina Sanchez 
Jonathan Levit Santiago Jimenez** 
Lisandra Santos Díaz 
Reyamneris Santos Rodriguez 
Nicole Nikki Shams 
Samantha Sue-Ann Sheilds** 
Lynnette Marie Solero** 
Viviana Nicole Sosa* 
Natalie Sotelo** 
Gina Rosaria Stevenson** 
Christopher Allan Stubbs* 
Jewelline Tomi** 
Angel Javier Torres* 
Quynh N. Trinh* 
Luis Alexis Valcarcel** 
Jose Javier Valdes Diaz 
Nhi Thi Van** 
Roberto Jorge Vazquez** 
Wilmarie Vazquez** 
Carla I. Velez Ronda** 
Lianette Veliz* 
Carmelo Noel Vera 
Naysha Marie Villarrubia Ruiz 
Katrina Wesley** 
Nicole Elizabeth White** 
Rebecca Marie Yero** 
Vanessa Mabel Zapata Rodriguez** 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Pharmaceutical Affairs 
Madison Abercrombie 
Javier Bernal 

Ivana Gisele Chang 
Naveen B. Desai 
Keishliany Diaz 
Ryan Patrick Hohman 
Javier Enrique Maiz 
Astrid Marin 
Angeles Melendez 
Helia Mohebi 
Amanda Orama Miranda
Ligia Maria Moreno-Re 
Karie Ortiz
Bianca Quintana
Alanis Rodriguez Perez
Andrea Vargas Perez
Sarah Rampartab
Chantelle  Rampersad
Giaritza Sarcines

Pharmaceutical Sciences  
Eli Rome 

DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
ALLOPATHIC 
MEDICINE   

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  
Thalia Adrian 
Adrian Jude Alepuz 
Cathaerina Nithchel Appadoo 
Maria Beyer 
Maria Giulia Boemi 
Tessa Lynn Breeding Brown 
Christopher John Buchanan 
Matthew Cardeiro 
Kelvin L. Chan 
Abigail Louise Conroy 
Marissa Lynn Dallara 
Janet Marie Daoud 
Che Davis 
Marla Carolina Fortoul Villamizar 
Brittany Garrett 
Francesco P. Giorgino 
Valentina Giraldo 
Alyssa Haag 
Phuong Nhu Huynh 
Addison Marie Iszler 
Max T. Kaito 
Enoch Kim 
Marye E. Lee 
Blake Stephan Lockard 
Brian Macias Martinez 
Laura Molina 
Brittany Marie Nagel 
Micah Semisi Ngatuvai 
Peter Palmero 
Solina V. Pierre-Gilles 
Leela Puli 
Anthony Quagliano 

Selena Rashid 
Anthony Roselli 
Stephanie Shimon 
Seth Shoap 
Roxana Soler 
Beatrice Thomas 
Georgina C. Tiarks 
Darisel Natalia Ventura Rodriguez 
Ali Yasback 
Vicky Qianru Zhang 

MASTER OF  
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES  
Olivia Abbey 
Alexandra Nina Aksentijevich 
Meftah Jamal Alhotba 
Hira Shahtaj Ali 
Grace Marie Alvarez 
Wafa Issa Asad 
Jeffrey Asamoah-Gyawu 
Sloane Erin Auerbach 
Cynthia Nicole Bailey 
Pierina Barletti 
Eltania Beaubrun 
Julianna N. Bedford 
Noelia Magdalena Beltre 
Melanie Bermudez 
Selena Jacklyn Berry 
Ariel S. Budhram 
Jeffin Cherian 
Gabrielle Rose Davis 
Miriam Delgado 
Sydney Gabriela Deresh Larin 
Mirlenys A. Diaz 
Maria Camila Duque 
Natasha Cristina Dussaq 
Breanne Edgecombe 
Ogheneruno Egi 
Stephenie Eliassin 
Caitlin A. Forrest 
Francisco Fradera Robles 
Krishawn Kiearra Franklin 
Makenzie Frost 
Catherine Garrido 
Shina Ghetia 
Jennifer B. Gulley 
Harshul Gupta 
Manuel Alejandro Hernandez 
Sasha Lynn Hernandez 
Maya Hirian 
Makayla Hobson 
Owen Christopher House 
Brandon Calvin Hunter 
Emily Marie Jawor 
Ana G. Jimenez 
Mikayla Rosaetta Johnson 
Dylan Brett Joseph 
Tatum Kress 
Eevi Aurora Kujala 
Jessica Beatriz Lombardi 
Riccardo Madonia 
Karissa Kumari Mahadeo 
Karly A. Maltez 
Alicia M. Mann 
Alyna Teresa Markakis 

Chavelys Martinez Duran 
Jahnell McFarlane 
Mariapia Medina 
Yarelis Melendez Manzano 
Luana Andrea Melgarejo 
Annika Grace Milligan 
Andrew F. Monk 
Nathalie Priscilla Montesino 
Michael Nguyen 
Ajantha Nithi 
Ian Ostrowicz 
Arma Patel 
Jemy Ashok Patel 
Shikha Janak Patel 
Gracie E. Perez 
Nadiia Petrova 
Amanda Pham 
Michelle Pham 
Thomas Pham 
Dylan Bradley Pirtle 
Alessandra Gabraelle 
     Cabrera Poblete 
Dahlia C. Porter 
Giovanna I. Raffa 
Sofia Rosenzweig 
Shreyas Sudhir Sakaria 
Janae Bianca Salo 
Sasha Sanon 
Sahar Shafique 
Tina Sigari 
Teghvir Singh 
Tayler Smith 
Geoffrey George Stephen 
Diamond Taylor 
Bhaylynn Tiwari 
Alice T. Tran 
Paige Alexandria Tweddle 
Kruskaya Angelica Urbina 
Benjamin J. Vogel 
Madeline Olivia Werdann 
Marcus A. Wesley 
Skylar Whobrey 
Zachery Graham Wilson 
Lauren Elizabeth Wilt 
Isabella Mayumi Yamashita 
Dana Dennise Yosef 
Kyrollos Youssef 
Hana Imad Zaed 
Alycia Zayachak 
 
 
 

*Graduated with honors  
**Graduated with highest honors 



15

2024C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 



16

Processional ........................................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance

Presiding Officer ................................................................................................ George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement ................................................................... Grand Marshal 
Jose Antonio, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of  
Health Care Sciences 
Sherrol A. Reynolds, O.D., Chief of Advanced Ophthalmic Care  
and Specialty Testing, Chief of Primary Care, The Eye Care Institute,  
and Professor, College of Optometry

Welcome and Introductions ........................................................................... Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

College of Dental Medicine  ........................................................................... Steven I. Kaltman, D.M.D., M.D. 
 Chair, Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Dean, Hospital and Extramural Affairs

College of Optometry  ..................................................................................... Linda S. Rouse, O.D., M.B.A., FAAO, Dean

Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences .................................... Robert Wagner, D.H.Sc., M.M.Sc., RRT, CAA 
Associate Dean and Chair, Department of Anesthesia

Opening Remarks ..............................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree .........George L. Hanbury II

Introduction to Commencement Speaker .................................................George L. Hanbury II

Commencement Address ............................................................................... Daniella Levine Cava, Mayor of Miami-Dade County

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ....................................................Ronald J. Chenail

Conferral of Degrees ........................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Presentation of Oaths ......................................................................................Wording is in the back of the program page 22

Audiology .............................................................................................................Erica Friedland, Au.D., Chair and Professor, Department of Audiology

Dental Medicine  ................................................................................................ Jodi Kodish, D.D.S., Associate Dean of Clinical Informatics

Optometric .......................................................................................................... Peter Santisi, O.D., President of the Florida Optometric Association 

Physical Therapy  .............................................................................................. Shari Rone-Adams, D.B.A., M.H.S.A., PT, Department Chair, Physical 
Therapy, and Professor, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences 

Closing Remarks ................................................................................................George L. Hanbury II

Dismissal of the Commencement ................................................................ Grand Marshal 
Jose Antonio 
Sherrol A. Reynolds

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
College of Dental Medicine 

College of Optometry 

Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health Care Sciences 

May 10, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF  
DENTAL MEDICINE  

DOCTOR OF  
DENTAL MEDICINE
Saba Amintavakoli
Erika Ann Bailey
Johanna Rita Bassil
Hector Luis Bibilonia
Eriny Fawzy Boulos
Jaclyn Ilexis Bovarnick*
Rishi Brahmbhatt
Carolina Maria Bravo
Ansley Selander Cannon
Jose L. Cepero
Juan P. Chavez
Patrick Wu Cheng
Patrick Cherbaka
Maria Alejandra Cordoba
Alessandra Russell 
     Da Cunha Coelho
Karen Diaz
Michael David Dressler
Evan Mitchell Eaton
Patricia Fernandez
Francesca Vanessa Frech
Jessica Fusco
Eliett Gantes Saez
Bruna Mayara Garbin 
     Paes De Barros
Shekhar S. Gill-Uppal
Mark Adel Girgis
Gabriel J. Gonzalez
Melissa Gonzalez Herrera
Margherita Gorlani*
Amber Marie Griffin
Trevor Joseph Haas

Alexis Taylor Hagman
Jana Tarek Hamade
John August Hattner
Alexander Lazaro Hernandez
Daniela Hernandez
Maria Fernanda Iacomacci
Odalys Iglesias
Austin Connor Jackson*
Kyra Jimenez
Jimmy Dylan Johnson
Ruben Journo
Alec Christian Kamaris
Ahmadreza Khademi
Eric Timothy Kline
John Conner Kraynik
Kristie M. Lagalante
Han G. Lai
Emelie Lerebours
Maite Lestayo
Paul A. Liriano
Melby Beatriz Llanes Morell
Lorena Lopez
Ajay Pawar Mahendrasah
Chakradhar Manchikalapudi
Joseph Patrick McCain
Alec Julean Medina
Nicole Rene Meers
Daniel Mizrahi
Sherra Mizrahi
Sabrina Cristina Montiel Morales
Maikol Jesus Morales
Natalia Morales
Najwa Naami
Giselle Navarro
Phillip Logan Nelson
Tra Khanh Thi Ngo
Helen Elizabeth Nguyen
Vuong Ngoc Nguyen
Madelyn Nurge*
Vanessa June Aimalohi Ovbiagele
Shaan Naeem Paroya

Prapti Patel
Ravi Shah Patel
Haroon Wajid Peerzada
Shalev Peleg
Patricia Perez Gonzalez
Tailin Perez Hernandez
Claudia Antonieta Perez Troisi
Soline Pierre-Gilles
Arlette Pita Pampin**
Juanita Piza
Sydney Konrath Powell
Sayli Quintero
Marc A. Rabideau
Victor Manuel Ramirez
Kristina Marie Roberti
Roberto Jose Rodriguez
Yoel Ruiz Ortega
Aime Ruiz Villas
Rosangela Salabarria Morejon
John Saleb
Nemah-Allah Saleh
Javier Salinas
Timea Sara
Natalia Sayeg*
Carmine Scarfone
John Michael Schappert
Monica Scigala
Ashkan R. Semyary
Linda Shahin
David Shchedrin
Samantha Silverstein-Maldonado
Mary Veronica Silvestro
Kapil Saikaran Sirivolu
Brett Skillett
Deanna Marie Skowronski
Regan Elizabeth Snell
Jade Spagnuolo**
Daniel Gerald Stephens
Husam Sulman Syed
Arlena Tapia
Jasmin Nazi Tarakmi*

Vanessa Caldara Tosta*
Rocio D. Tuero Perez
Michel Valladares
Carlos Alberto Vazquez
Ivette Maria Velazquez Campos
Saajan Vemala
Alyce Thuy-Hang Vo
Cara Michelle Vota*
Chase Waller
Maryam Lina Waseem
Ali Wehbe
Kayla Wenk
Mary Victoria Wick
Kathleen Marie Wiernicki
Sarah Wilensky
Juan Gilberto Zaida Fernandez
Cecilia Yijun Zhang

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Dentistry 
Wadiah Hashim B. Almadani
Carly Eyre Chaplin
Harini Chitta
Sally Katherine Claassen
Karim El Othmani
Joseph S. Finelli
Katherine Lemoine
Jonathan Lucas
Vivek Manda
Abdulaziz Mandani
Abdulmuhsen Marafi
Neeraj Surathu
Anastasia Tsolaki

*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
 and thy love a beacon strong,
 as throughout the world we praise thy name
 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,

’til our days are through.
Love thee, Gray and Blue!
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COLLEGE OF 
OPTOMETRY    

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY
Faith G. Abraham
Amanda Barton Aker**
Aleeza Anum Akhtar
Ayaat Najem Alakashi
Bryan Alfonso
Kevin Arriete**
Omar Q. Awad
Alexander Joseph Azimi*
Adam J. Bartnicki
Olivia Rose Bergeron-Oakes
Hilary L. Boyer
Melanie Bu*
Ilira Caboku*
Stephanie Calveiro
Murielle Cayemitte
Stephanie Chihata
Lisa Yujin Choi
Liulim Chon-Gonzalez**
Michael William Chu
Kyle Austin Dubois
Kevin Santiago Enobal
Sabrina Ann Flisfeder**
Mikaila Gallagher
Emely Garcia
Nestor Luis Garcia Santos
Janelle Sheridan Gardner**
Advitiya Gautam
Nadia Pavani Geer
Olivia George**
Marah Givens
Kiara Marie Gonzalez
Marie Louise Gonzalez Olivo
Tara Tiffany Griguere
Narmeen Hanif
Carly Ann Hanna
Fallon De Vay Henderson
Natalie Hernandez
Nikki T. Hoang
Justin Lee Hrabinski
Thien Huynh
Mohammed Islam
Abishna Jayasundararajah**
Mallory Jayne Johnson*
Navroop Kaur**
Heba Kazmi
Megan Kees
Makenzie C Kobernat
Cassidy Brooke Lawless*
Maria-Alicia Longoria
Jacqueline Lopez
Chelsea Claire MacGregor
Julia Marie Malone**
Jonathan R. Marx
Tatiana Sophia Mastriano
Justin Michael Mayer
Shani Mizrahi
Shawna Moinipour
Benjamin Walker Moran
Rait Musie
Dena Naaman
Kayleigh Nelson
Kathy Nguyen
Khoa Dang Nguyen
Dea Opari
Luis Ortiz

Dhruvi Patel**
Priya Patel
Herpreet Pawar
Adelphy Payero
Anna Latsamy Phidarat
Isa Neris Prude
Amrit Rai
Azalia Rochelle Roach
Alexi Vidal Rodriguez*
Citlalli Rosas Medina*
Samantha Chow Round**
Kirstie Sabala
Vanessa Kathely Saenz Cortes*
Mohammed Saleh
Blythe San Agustin
Giselle Sankar
Robert Schindler
Sam Harris Schwartz
Alejandro Enrique Serrano
Krima Shah**
Da Shi
Adrianna Victoria Simmons**
Gurleen Singh
Danielle Lee Sleight
Jessica Small
Steven Starr*
Rebecca Sukul*
Xiaofeng Tao**
Michelle T. Thai
Victor Thao
Andrea Hong Thu Tran*
Justin Tran*
Thu Tran
Sonam Vaishnani
Jimmy Vo
Bailey Marae Weisenburger
Jin Yang*
Christopher Scriba Zahora*

*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors

DR. PALLAVI PATEL 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
CARE SCIENCES     

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY   
Harlee Atkins*
Alli Rae Benedetti*
Farzon Danesh
Natalie Large
Melissa W. Lorquet
Juliana M. May**
Elise M. Mcgovern
Catherine Regan
Dylan A. Spears
Alexis M. Sullivan*
Hannah Wilson
Elise Wiselogel*
Xiaoyu Xia

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Physical Therapy 
Steven Sullivan
Dilshaad B. Vad

DOCTOR OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Briana Danielle Albertson
Caralynn Albin
Marie Alise Albrecht
Andrew W. Assmann
Benjamin Stewart Atorresagasti
Rani J. Baboun
Emily M. Baker
Jake C. Baker
Jessica Lauren Barnett
Savannah Rose Bergdoll
Jillian L. Bergida
Sarah Marie Bergt
Maikel Beshai
Caroline M. Bleck
Tanner J. Bohl
Valeria Melissa Cardenas
Noelle C. Cerini
Nicolas C. Chiodo
Tara E. Clennon
Lindsay Cuellar
Chelsea DaSilva
Luis Gustavo Cabizuca de Oliveira
Demi M. Dedman
Alessandro A D’Innocenzo
Lindsey Elizabeth Dowdle
Kenneth J. Findley
Nicole Fosnough
Ryan S. Fronrath
Deanna M. Funaro
Jacqueline Hart Stone Fussell
Silvana Gordon
Jessica E. Gross
Lauren A. Hanshew
Rachel Harrison
Jenna Herrera
Yaima Homan
Jahane L. Hunsicker
Felix Jaime Jenn
Adam B. Kaiser
Gregory Keen
Anna K. Keffer
Evan Kern
Katlyn A. Kimball
Megan K. Lee
Dylan R. Lefebvre
Anessa M. Leyva
Jarrett Z. Lindo
Ryan W. Liss
Chelsea N. Lively
Wadeline Louis
Julia Lutz
Marviana D. Mackey
Matthew Kyle McGowan
Mary A. McGrory
Marissa Miller
Gal Mintz
Charles T. Nichols
Kevin Nicolla
Amanda N. Nieves
Lindsey Noordsij
Kiernan A. O’connor
Marcos Parra
Marie Pawliczak
Tuan Phan
Julian W. Plante
Madison Lynn Podjasek

Abby Rose Richards
Ferran Rivas
Shelbie A. Roberts
Jillian P. Rohr
Madonna Roshdy
Daniel Bryan Sarrett
Frederick John Schmidlin
Kyle D. Sellers
Allyssa N. Sharrow
Abbey Silvestri
Reid B. Simmons
Troy Singer
Kelsi N. Stewart
Brandon Stone
Caleigh G. Swanson
Emily Paige Saari Swanson
Amanda N. Swisher
Christian Villar

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Anesthesia
Maria Isabela Alves Chagas
Ariel Ayala*
Denesh Bhoodai
Kathryn Breidenstein
Ariba Chaudhary
Alyssa Lynn Courshon
Rikendo Darius
Kathryn Eleanor Delcore**
Lindsey Nicole Doyle*
Hannah Jane Eberenz
Thalia Fernandez
Bishoy Mikhail Gerges
Skyler Getz*
Najeeb Remone Haber*
Aislyn Veronique 
     Augustea Hamblett*
Joseph Harris**
Fawad T. Khan
Michaela Angelea Kidd
Connor P. Mueller
Andrew Oluwafemi Oluata
Thomas Daryl Pike*
Daniel Richardson**
Jacob Tillman Rovig
Adis Skrgic**
Paulene Marie Modina Solis
Carson Tackett*
Jillian Vandiveer**

Sport Science 
Mark-Anthony Lee Bryan
Ally Margaret Keil Cushing
Dejah S. Holman
Emma Kathryn Krause
Alexander M. Meiser
Jaida Scott
Alexis N. Smith-Ewing
Talia A. Thompson

*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors
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Commencement Speakers

GRADUATE

MAY 9, 2024 
MORNING CEREMONY

JAY A. ZISKIND, Esq., an attorney by 
trade, has been named amongst the top 
legal talent in Best Lawyers in America 
and has been board certified in healthcare 
law since 1995—becoming one the first 
lawyers in Florida to achieve this status. 
Due to his extensive knowledge and 
sterling reputation in this area, Ziskind has 
successfully represented health care 
clients when dealing with mergers and 
acquisitions, joint-venture projects, 
medical staff issues, physician disciplinary 
actions, and development and operation 
of outpatient entities—including 
ambulatory surgical centers, medical 
practices, and group practices—before 
the Florida Board of Medicine. 

Before he started practicing law, Ziskind 
was the chief executive officer of Cedars 
Medical Center—a 500-bed teaching 
hospital in Miami, Florida. Feeling the 
need to continue his education after 
having received his Bachelor of Arts, 
Master of Business Administration, and 
Doctor of Public Administration and 
Management degrees, Ziskind enrolled in 
NSU’s Shepard Broad College of Law, 
where he received his Juris Doctor degree. 
After becoming a lawyer, Ziskind 
cofounded AmeriHealth—a publicly 
traded hospital management company 
that owned, operated, and managed 
several hospitals in the southeastern 
United States. As a visionary, he founded 
and served as the chief executive officer 
of Global Surgical Partners, Inc., which 
syndicated with surgeons and hospitals to 
develop and operate ambulatory surgical 
centers in Florida and Mississippi.

For more than 20 years, Ziskind has 
served as general counsel to the Dade 
County Medical Association and to the 
Florida Society of Ambulatory Surgery 
Centers. Over this time period, he was 
qualified as a healthcare legal and 

MAY 9, 2024 
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

RITA CASE is the president and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of the Rick Case 
Automotive Group. She followed in the 
footsteps of her parents who owned a 
small, foreign care repair shop. Today,  
she owns 14 car dealerships in South 
Florida and Atlanta and employs more 
than 1,300 associates.

Case is a graduate of the University of 
California—Davis, where she earned her 
degree in economics. Shortly after, she 
met her husband Rick Case, and the 
couple moved to Ohio where they ran  
the first Acura and Hyundai franchises in 
the United States. They later moved to 
Florida, where they became the largest 
volume dealer of these brands in the 
United States. 

The couple was married for 40 years, but 
after his passing in 2020, she now serves 
as owner and president and CEO of the 
largest retail auto organization in the 
United States operated by a woman.

The Cases have been community servants, 
as well, as they helped build 12 Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America in Broward County. 
Additionally, she is a member of the NSU 
Board of Trustees. Additionally, she is on 
the boards of the Horatio Alger Associ-
ation of Distinguished Americans and the 
Miami branch of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Atlanta. She truly lives by her motto, 

“Persistence removes resistance.”

administrative expert witness in both 
state and federal courts. Since 2014, he 
has been a Florida Supreme Court-
certified circuit civil mediator.

Ziskind’s tireless efforts have been 
acknowledged. He was recognized as a 
past nominee by the American College of 
Hospital Administrators for the Young 
Hospital Administrator of the Year Award 
and the Rockefeller Public Service Award. 
He has advanced to the status of life 
fellow of the American College of 
Healthcare Executives—an achievement 
accomplished through his leadership in 
health and community affairs.

Nova Southeastern University has been 
lucky to have Ziskind serve as a member 
of the Shepard Broad College of Law 
Board of Governors and the Executive 
Committee and as chair of the 
Development Committee. Our students 
and the community have also benefited 
from his sponsorship of the Jay A. Ziskind 
Health Law Lecture Series.

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES
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MAY 10, 2024 
MORNING CEREMONY

JOHN P. (JACK) SEILER is the former 
mayor of the City of Fort Lauderdale. 
Currently, he is a principal of Seiler, Sautter, 
Zaden, Rimes & Wahlbrink and a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV-rated preeminent 
lawyer, practicing in all areas of  
civil litigation.

During his 34 years as a trial lawyer in 
South Florida, Seiler has had extensive jury 
trial and nonjury trial experience 
throughout Florida’s state and federal 
courts, and has successfully represented  
a wide range of clients, including indi-
viduals, families, privately held corpor- 
ations and related entities, publicly held 
corporations and related entities, 
partnerships, governmental entities, 
estates, trusts, guardianships, financial 
institutions, developers, contractors, 
subcontractors, professionals, and more.

Seiler has been a court-appointed attorney 
numerous times to serve as a receiver, 
personal representative, curator, trustee, 
guardian, guardian ad litem, conservator, 
conservator ad litem, administrator ad 
litem, and attorney ad litem, and has also 
served as an expert witness attorney in 
numerous cases and proceedings in  
South Florida. 

After graduating from the University of 
Florida in 2001, Seiler went on to receive 
many awards and recognitions for his 
community and professional contributions.

representing District 9. Previously, Levine 
Cava served vulnerable children, families, 
and immigrants at Legal Services of 
Greater Miami and the Florida Guardian 
ad Litem Program. In 1996, she founded 
Catalyst Miami to help low- and middle-
income families through service, 
education, and advocacy, which she  
ran for nearly two decades, and along 
with her husband Robert Cava, a Miami 
native and practicing physician, she is 
proud to have raised two children  
in Miami-Dade County.

MAY 10, 2024 
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

DANIELLA LEVINE CAVA is Miami-Dade 
County’s first-ever female mayor since 
November 2020, following a 40-year 
career as a relentless advocate for South 
Florida families. As mayor, she oversees  
a metropolitan government of nearly  
3,000 employees, serves nearly 3 million 
residents, and manages an annual budget 
of nearly $12 billion. 

Mayor Levine Cava’s administration is 
focused on building a stronger, more 
prosperous, more resilient county. In  
office, she has protected the lives and 
livelihoods of citizens by developing a 
people-focused coronavirus pandemic 
response. Additionally, her focus includes 
prioritizing reforms to keep the county 
safe and free from gun violence through 
the Peace and Prosperity Plan; reinvigor-
ating a thriving economy that delivers 
economic security and welcomes new 
investment; tackling the housing crisis by 
protecting tenants and building more 
affordable housing; preserving the 
environment, including Biscayne Bay and 
the Everglades, for generations to come; 
connecting every corner of the Miami-
Dade County with efficient and reliable 
public transit; and directly engaging with 
residents to make county government 
more transparent and accountable.

A social worker, lawyer, and a community 
activist, she was first elected in 2014,  
and reelected in August 2018, to serve  
as the Miami-Dade County Commissioner, 
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ALLOPATHIC OATH

I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment,  
this covenant:

I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in 
whose steps I walk and gladly share such knowledge as is mine 
with those who are to follow.

I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] are 
required, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatment and 
therapeutic nihilism. 

I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as science, 
and that warmth, sympathy, and understanding may outweigh 
the surgeon’s knife or the chemist’s drug. 

I will not be ashamed to say “I know not,” nor will I fail to call 
in my colleagues when the skills of another are needed for a 
patient’s recovery. 

I will respect the privacy of my patients, for their problems are 
not disclosed to me that the world may know. Most especially 
must I tread with care in matters of life and death. If it is given 
me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also be within my power 
to take a life; this awesome responsibility must be faced with 
great humbleness and awareness of my own frailty. Above all, I 
must not play at God.

I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, a cancerous 
growth, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect 
the person’s family and economic stability. My responsibility 
includes these related problems if I am to care adequately for  
the sick. 

I will prevent disease whenever I can, for prevention is preferable 
to cure. 

I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special 
obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound of mind 
and body as well as the infirm. 

If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, respected 
while I live and remembered with affection thereafter. May I 
always act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling, 
and may I long experience the joy of healing those who seek  
my help.

AUDIOLOGY  OATH

I will respect and honor my teachers and those who forged the 
path I freely follow.

According to their example, I will continue to expand my 
knowledge and improve my skills.

I will collaborate with my fellow audiologists and other 
professionals for the benefit of our patients.

I will, to the best of my ability and judgment, evaluate, manage, 
and treat my patients.

I will willingly do no harm, but rather always strive to provide 
care, according to the standards of the profession.

I will act to the benefit of those needing care, striving to see that 
none go untreated.

I will practice when competent to do so, and refer all others to 
practitioners capable of providing care in keeping with this oath.

I will aspire to personal and professional conduct, free from 
corruption.

I will keep in confidence all information made known to me 
about my patients.

OATHS
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DENTAL MEDICINE OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve the 
health of my patients, to retain their confidence and respect, and 
to perform faithfully my professional duties.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit of 
progressive cooperation. And I will look with respect and esteem 
upon all those who have taught me my art.

To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biological 
truths and technical advances in my chosen profession,  
dental medicine.

OPTOMETRIC OATH

With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that:

I affirm that the health of my patient will be my first 
consideration.

I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and 
conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my competence.

I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the 
highest standards, ethics, and ideals of my chosen profession 
and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has 
been granted me.

I will provide professional care for the diverse populations who 
seek my services, with concern, with compassion, and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity.

I will work to expand access to quality care and improve health 
equity for all communities.

I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above 
personal gain and strive to see that none shall lack for  
proper care.

I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted 
to me in confidence by my patients.

I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may serve 
to restore, maintain, or enhance their vision and general health.

I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so 
that my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means 
to enhance the care of human vision.

I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow 
doctors of optometry and other professionals for the benefit of 
patients and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare.

I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country, and 
humankind as a citizen as well as a doctor of optometry.

I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of 
this my solemn oath and obligation.
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OSTEOPATHIC OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about  
to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 
the health and the life of my patients, to retain their confidence 
and respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their 
secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity, to perform faithfully 
my professional duties, to employ only those recognized 
methods of treatment consistent with good judgment and with 
my skills and ability, keeping in mind always nature’s laws and 
the body’s inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, though it 
will be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 
of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act cast 
imputations upon them or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have 
taught me my art.

To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and 
for the interest of the students who will come after me.

I will ever be alert to further the application of basic truths to the 
healing arts and to develop the principles of osteopathy, which 
were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still.

PHARMACIST’S OATH

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others 
through the profession of pharmacy. 

In fulfilling this vow: 

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my 
primary concerns. 

I will promote inclusion, embrace diversity, and advocate for 
justice to advance health equity. 

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of 
my ability to assure optimal outcomes for all patients. 

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me. 

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional 
knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness. 

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of 
our profession’s moral, ethical, and legal conduct. 

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care. 

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values to 
prepare the next generation of pharmacits. 

I take these vows voluntarily, with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

OATHS
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PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH

As I enter the profession of physical therapy, I solemnly and 
willingly pledge the following:

I will strive to demonstrate professionalism as reflected in the 
American Physical Therapy Association’s Core Values in all my 
professional and personal endeavors.

I will respect the rights and dignity of all individuals and will 
provide compassionate care.

I will be trustworthy in all aspects of physical therapy practice.

I will place the welfare of my patients above my own self-interest.

I will provide accurate and relevant information to patients about 
their care and to the public about physical therapy services.

I will exercise sound judgment and comply with the laws and 
regulations that govern physical therapy and will protect the 
public from unethical, incompetent, and illegal acts.

I will maintain professional competence and promote high 
standards for physical therapy practice, education, and research.

I will address the health needs of society and strive to effect 
changes that benefit patients and the community.

I will contribute to the body of knowledge that is  
physical therapy.

I will respect the rights, knowledge, and skills of colleagues and 
other health care professionals and seek consultation whenever 
the welfare of the patient may be advanced.

Thus, with this pledge, I freely accept the responsibilities that 
accompany the academic preparation for, and the practice of, 
physical therapy.
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Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate and 
orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual 
rise of the great universities across Europe, and 
the ever-increasing awareness of the decisive 
role of education in the entire development of 
civilization influenced leaders among academi-
cians in their desire for a singular identity. In the 
attempt to create this differentiation, educa-
tors fell upon the medieval system of classic 
heraldry, whereby the coat of arms, assorted 
ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful 
design had been adopted to denote the distinc-
tive character of designated chivalric orders.  
The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures 
were taken to signify through distinctive mark-
ings on the academicians’ attire the institution 
that had granted the degree, the field of learn-
ing in which the degree had been earned, and 
the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor’s, master’s, 
or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the cap, 
the gown, and the hood—it is the hood that 
offers the most abundant and most readily dis-
cernible information about its owner. The inner 
lining of the hood identifies the institution at 
which the individual earned the degree. Some 
schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various 
designs to set themselves apart from other in-
stitutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood 
indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. The list 
at the conclusion of this section will explain 
this relationship. A final feature of the hood 
concerns its length and width and disting- 
uishes further between holders of bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees. The length of 
the hood for the bachelor’s degree is three  
feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet 
border of two inches. At Nova Southeastern 
University, however, individuals receiving 
a bachelor’s degree do not wear a hood. A 
master’s degree holder has a hood three and 
one-half feet in length with a three-inch wide 
border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. 
Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear 
a hood four feet in length, open at the bottom 
with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 

bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls in 
straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be 
recognized most readily by the long, pointed 
sleeves. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller 
and bears no adornment. The sleeves are 
oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with 
the rear part of the oblong square cut, while 
the front edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor’s 
gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels 
down the front and around the neck of the 
garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end 
and have three bars of the same material as the 
front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is 
cut rather fully and may be ornamental in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become in-
creasingly fashionable to denote holders of the 
doctoral degree. Colored tassels are usually 
worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. These denote the field of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of aca-
demic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of 
occasion at academic ceremonies. But as its 
historical roots show, it has a much deeper sig-
nificance. It is an outward sign of the universal-
ity of universities, and of their responsibility for 
certain timeless values essential to the freedom 

of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and 
courage in maintaining one’s own tirelessness 
in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange 
of knowledge. Its wearing also marks the 
responsibility of the new graduate to maintain 
and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals 
of academic freedom have not been threatened 
in this country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of tradi-
tional academic dress was underlined in recent 
years by scholars from Central and Eastern 
Europe. During the Cold War, the scholars’ use 
of academic robes became a symbol of their 
refusal to be dominated completely by political 
forces and the state and symbolized their per-
sistent links to the worldwide community  
of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic  
dress should be seen not simply as a sign of 
achievement, but as a symbol of the responsi- 
bility that falls on all members of universities.
 

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medal- 
lions that reflect institutional and national 
academic honors, as well as campus leadership, 
service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities .......................................................................... White
Accounting, Business ................................................................................. Drab
Biomedical Science..................................................................................... Gold
Clinical Vision Research............................................................................. Aqua
Dentistry ........................................................................................................ Lilac
Developmental Disabilities....................................................................... Citron
Education ....................................................................................................... Light Blue
Law .................................................................................................................. Purple
Medicine ......................................................................................................... Kelly Green
Music ............................................................................................................... Pink
Nursing ........................................................................................................... Apricot
Occupational Therapy................................................................................ Rhodes Blue
Optometry ..................................................................................................... Mint Green
Oratory (Speech) ......................................................................................... Silver Gray
Pharmacy ....................................................................................................... Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science ................................................................... Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice ................................................ Peacock
Public Health ................................................................................................. Salmon
Science ........................................................................................................... Bright Yellow
Sport Science................................................................................................ Sage Green

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
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