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THE PRESIDENT, B OARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, 

AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY. 

TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR 

HARD WORK AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY 

NOTED AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED. MAY ALL OF YOUR DREAMS ANO 

WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS FUTURE. CONGRATULATIONS! 



NovA SouTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 

2017 SHEPARD BROAD COLLEGE OF LAW 

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

DON TAFT UNIVERSITY CENTER 

DAVIE, FLORIDA 

Thursday, the Eleventh of May, Two Thousand and Seventeen 
Two-Thirty in the Afternoon 



ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Prelude 

Processional 

Crown Imperial (1937) ....................... ..... .................................................. ....................... Walton 

Convening the Commencement ........... ....................................................................... Silvia Flores, M.D. 
Grand Marshal 

Member of the Board of Trustees 

Presiding Officer ........ ................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

*Star Spangled Banner .... ....................................................................... ....... ............................. Key/Smith 

O! say can you see by the dawn's early light , 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; • 
O! say does that staMpangled banner yet wave, 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

Welcoming and Introductions ............... .. .. ............................................................ Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Opening Remarks ............ ......... ......... ................................ ............... ................. .... George L. Hanbury II 

Dean's Remarks ................................................................... ......... ............ .. ........... ... ... Jon M. Garon, J .D. 

Dean, Shepard Broad College of L~w 

Introduction of Student Speaker ............... .................. .... .. ... .......... ... ..... .. .... ........ ............... Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates ...................................................................... .... Maxwell H. Sawyer 

JD. Class of '17 

Introduction of Student Speaker ............................................................. .................... ........ Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates ..... ............ ......... ............................ Cornethia Chadwick Sanderson 

Master's Degree Class of '17 

Conferring of Honorary Degree 

Doctor of Laws ...................................... .......... .................. .............. ........ ............... George L. Hanbury II 

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony. 



}URIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES 

Krystal A. Acosta* .............................. \X,~ston, Florida Sandra C lavijo .......................... ............ Miami, Florida 
Michael W. Anon* ............. Southwest Ranches, Florida Christina Coll ie ... ....... ................ ......... Sunrise, Florida 
Shayna Sara Aronson .................... Forc Myers, Florida George Cameron Colvi lle** ......................... Ancaster, 
Carlos Arzabe ................. .... ... .Lighthouse Point, Florida Ontario, Canada 

Calvin Conrad Austin .................. . Hollywood, Florida Britney Combs ............................... Hollywood, Florida 

Natalie Marie Badillo ........................ Miramar, Florida Lizza Carola Constantine ................. ...... Davie, Florida 

Ananda H. Balroop .............. .......... Plantation, Florida Michael James Costello* ........ ........ .. . Parkland, Florida 

Agustin Barbara ............................. Hollywood, Florida Bridgette Christine Crespo ... .. Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Alison P. Barbiero"'** ............. Old Tappan, New Jersey Samantha L. Crossett .................... Avon Park, Florida 

Julia Ann Barrett** ... ........................... Jupiter, Florida Felix L. Cruz ............................... ........ Margate, Florida 

Timo Becker ........................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Nathalie V. Cruz ............................... Miramar, Florida 

Michael Devon Beharry ....... ....... .......... Miami, Florida Kyle Curato .......... ...................... North Miami, Florida 

Gabriela Beltre ................... ............... .... Miami, Florida Katherine L. David ............. .... Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 

Nefertari M. Bennett ................... Lake Worth , Florida Kesha Camille Davidson* .................. .... Davie, Florida 

Sarah Bertrand ........................... North Miami, Florida Alexander D. Defilippo*** .......... Boca Raton, Florida 

Karen Lilian Black ....... .......... .............. Sunrise, Florida Lisa Rose de la Fe .................................. Miami, Florida 

Willis James Bowden ....................... Las Vegas, Nevada Mairelys Delgado* ................................. Miami, Florida 

Samantha E. Bowen* ............ .Lighthouse Point, Florida Kristine Theresa Desoiza ........... .Jensen Beach, Florida 

Matthew Ryan Boyer ............ ...... ..... Plantation, Florida Michelle A. Diaz .... ...... ......................... Miami, Florida 

Ana Milena Bravo Florez* .................. .. Miami, Florida Derek M. Dzwonkowski ..................... .. Sunrise, Florida 

Allison D. Bregman .. ........... ............ Marietta, Georgia Alexis Brittany Elkin ....... .. ....... .... Boca Raton, Florida 

Luiz C. Brito .... .... ................... Pompano Beach, Florida Katherine A English* .... .................... Sarasota, Florida 

Dorian A. Brown ....................... ......... . Sunrise, Florida Nadia Ennaji*~ * ......................... Miami Beach, Florida 

Latoya Kesha Brown ...................... .. Aventura, Florida Miguel A. Espinosa** ............................ Miami, Florida 

Maria Alejandra Bueno .. ......... ............. Miami, Florida Hulda Estama ................... ....... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Dairon Buergo** ........... ........................ Miami, Florida Latavia D. Everett ......................... Opa~Locka, Florida 

C harles Byrum* .......................... ............ Davie, Florida Lucas Faisca** ............................... .. ...... Miami, Florida 

Carolina M. Cabrera .................. . Miami Lakes, Florida Joshua Farkas ..... ..................................... Davie, Florida 

Joni A. Caldwell .............. ...................... Miami, Florida A lexandria Feinstein .............. Fore Lauderdale, Florida 

Yvette Calle ........................................... Miami, Florida Brandon Fernandez ............ .... Fore Lauderdale, Florida 

Jalexis Camacho ........ ................. ....... El Portal, Florida Steven Michael Fernandez ............ ......... Davie, Florida 

Eva Camara* .......................................... Davie, Florida Erin Farrington Finlen* ......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Brandon J. Camilleri .................. ... Boca Raton, Florida Andrea L. Fosshage ...... ........................ Sunrise, Florida 

A lana L. Cano** ..................... Boynton Beach, Florida Alexandra M. Fredericks ...................... Sunrise, Florida 

Paola Carolina Canola ............. ....... .. .. Weston, Florida Drew 0. Gaddis ................... ... Fore Lauderdale, Florida 

Ashanda A. Career ... ........................... Sunrise, Florida Lauren A. Galiszewski ............ Lighthouse Point, Florida 

Taren L. Castro ... .................... Boynton Beach, Florida Erika Garay ... ....... ................................. Miami, Florida 

Zack Chikovsky ..... ............. ........... Boca Raton, Florida Michael L. Garcia ......................... Celebration, Florida 

Olivia S. Chiong ... ..................... Coral Springs, Florida Heather Lee Garfinkel*** ..................... Davie, Florida 

Natalie Cimadevilla*** ...... ................... Miami, Florida Yeniffer Margarita Garth ...... .. Boynton Beach, Florida 

Dhana]. Clark ....................... ... Oakland Park, Florida Angela Britton Gerig* ................ ... . Plantation, Florida 
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Richard Joel Rafuls* ........ North Miami Beach, Florida 

Erica Kristine Ramos ......................... Margate, Florida 

Kristoffer Sean Farel Ramsay ... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Saily Regueiro ......................... Miami Gardens, Florida 

Melinda L. Reinders ........................ P!antation, Florida 

Natalie Marlena Restivo** ............ Boca Raton, Florida 

Robin Alistair Rios ...... ...................... Sarasota, Florida 

Luis F. Robayo* ................................. Miramar, Florida 

Chrystal P. Robinson*"' ................... Plancation, Florida 

Marivi Rodriguez ......................... Miami Lakes, Florida 

Piero Rodriguez .................... ....... Miami Lakes, Florida 

Alexandria Romano ..................... Lake Worth, Florida 

Dina Lynn Rosenbaum*** ............ Boca Racon, Florida 

Jake Ross ........................................ Ossining, New York 

Michael J. Salviano ........................ Wayne, New Jersey 

Joscelyn M. Sanchez .............................. Miami, Florida 

Diana Garard Sands .. .. ...................... Miramar, Florida 

Jerry Pablo Saresky** ............................. Davie, Florida 

Steven N. Saul-" .............................. Hollywood, Florida 

Paula Antonovna Savchenko ........ . Plantation, Florida 

Maxwell H. Sawyer*** .......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Samantha Eden Scheff* ......... Coconut Creek, Florida 

Bertha Serrano ....................................... Davie, Florida 

Saamia Shaikh ... .. .. ............... ............. Orlando, Florida 

Shirley Sharon* ....................... Pembroke Pines , Florida 

Erica Showell... ........................ Pembroke Pines , Florida 

Jared H. Siegel... ..................... Fore Lauderdale, Florida 

* 
** 

Cum Laude 

Magna Cum Laude 

Summa Cum Laude 

Michelle A. Skipper ................ Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Sarni Slim .................................. . Coral Springs, Florida 

Aron Smukler ....... .. ......... North Miami Beach, Florida 

John Hamilton Soch .................... Lexington, Kentucky 

Mary Anne Spottswood ................... Key West, Florida 

David L. Steinberg .. ...................... Boca Raton, Florida 

Ryan B. Stevens ............................. Fort Myers, Florida 

Chelsea Strayhorn ....................... Saint Louis, Missouri 

Christina Strompf. .................. Staten Island, New York 

Davalyn Suarez ...................................... Miami, Florida 

Gina Szapucki ................. Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

Andrew M. Thurn ........................ Vero Beach, Florida 

O lga Maria Torres* ... .......................... Weston, Florida 

John Yves Toussaint .................. Oakland Park, Florida 

Federica Turetta** .... .... ............................ .. Rome, Italy 

Andres M. Uribe ................................... Miami, Florida 

Kristin Alexandra Vara* ............ Coral Springs, Florida 

Bonny John Varghese ................... Cooper City, Florida 

Chanelle Joy Ventura*** ....... Fore Lauderdale, Florida 

Maria Vera .......................... .................. Miami, Florida 

Betty E. Verdecia .......... ........ ...... Palmetto Bay, Florida 

Tatiana V. Vlasenko* ........................... Sunrise, Florida 

Wendy Michelle West* .... .. ............. Key Largo, Florida 

Ledell Williams ............................. Walnut Hill, Florida 

Stephanie Wurster'* ........................ Plantation, Florida 

Anna Yengibaryan ............................... . Miami, Florida 

Alec J. Zavell*** .................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
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DISTINGUISHED HONOREE 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

James E. C. Perry, J.D., served as the 85th Justice to the Florida 
Supreme Court from March 2009 until his retirement in December 2016. 

Prior to Florida Governor Charlie Crist appointing him to the state 
Supreme Court, Perry served as a circuit judge and chief judge in 
Florida's 18th Judicial Circuit. When Governor Jeb Bush selected him in 
2000, Perry was the first African American appointed to the judiciary 
in the 18th Circuit. In appointing Perry, Bush noted Perry's "high 

level of professionalism, knowledge, and skill" and his commitment to 
community service. 

As an attorney, Perry served as a senior partner in the law firm of Perry 
& Hicks, where he specialized in civil and business law and was widely recognized for his legal skills. 

In addition to his service in the legal arena, Perry played an active role in improving the lives of children. 

As founder and president of the Jackie Robinson Sports Association, Perry built a baseball league serving 
650 at-risk boys and girls-the largest in the nation. In addition to his work with children, Perry served 
as captain of the Heart of Florida United Way Campaign, and his firm served as general counsel for the 
Florida Chapter Branches of the NAACP. 

Perry has received numerous honors and awards. Those include the Florida Memorial University 2014 

President's Award; the 2014 North Brevard County Branch NAACP Award of Appreciation, the Seminole 
County NAACP Humanitarian Award, the Orange County Chapter NAACP Paul C. Perkins Award, 

the 2014 Key to the City of Titusville Award, the 2005 Martin Luther King Drum Major Award for Social 
Justice, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from Orlando's Urban League. 

A native of New Bern, North Carolina, Perry's hometown honored him with the key to the city in 2004. 
The United Negro College Fund selected him as one of four honorees to be profiled for its national 
broadcast, An Evening of Stars: A Celebration of Educational Excellence. Also, the Brevard County and 
Seminole County bar associations gave him the prestigious Williams-Johnson Outstanding Jurist of the 
Year Award in 2006. 

Perry is the recipient of an honorary Doctor of Law degree from Stetson University College of Law, and 
is a frequent speaker at schools, churches, and civic organizations. He has delivered the commencement 
address at several universities, including his alma mater, Saint Augustine's University, where he is a 
member of the Board of Trustees. He has been a member for more than 30 years of the Carter CME 
Tabernacle Church of O rlando, where he is a former member of the Board of Trustees. 

Perry earned his J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1972 and his B.A. in Business Administration and 
Accounting from Saint Augustine's University in 1966. Prior to attending law school, he served as a first 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 
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Walter Lee Banks, Sr. 

Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 

Rick Case 

R . Douglas Donn 

Arthur J. Falcone 

Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 

Steven J. Halmos 

Melanie G. May, J .D. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chair 
Ronald G. Assaf 

Vice Chair 
Barry J. Silverman, M.D. 

President and CEO 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

Secretary 
Samuel F. Morrison 

Carol Harrison Kalagher 

Susanne Hurowitz 

Mike Jackson 

Milton L. Jones, Jr. 

Barbara Trebbi Landry 

Alan B. Levan 

Nell Lewis McGuire, Ed.D. 

Albert J. Miniaci 

Ex OFFICIO 

Anthony N. Ottaviani, 0.0. 

Charles L. Palmer 

Martin R. Press, J.D. 

Paul M. Sallarulo 

J. Kenneth Tate 

Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 

Michael J. Zager 

George I. Platt, J.D. Joel B. Rankin T any Segreto 

TRUSTEE EMERITUS 

H. Wayne Huizenga 
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The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at 
academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper sign ificance. le is an outward 
sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain t imeless values essential to 

the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's own tirelessness 

in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also the responsibility 

of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fu ndamentals of academic freedom 
have not been threatened in this country for more th an 200 years, but the importance attached to 

the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and 

Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal co 
be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized their persistent links to the 

worldwide community of scholars. T hus, the wearing of academic dress should be seen not simply as a 

sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on all members of universities. 

HONORS 

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 

honors as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement. 

PROCESSIONAL BANNERS (GONFALONS) 

The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of 

Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world 
as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools within 
the un iversity in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various academic 

divisions of Nova Southeastern University. 

The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. O n the upper 

half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe in the 
color of that division's principal discipline. 

Arts, Letters, Humanities ................................. White Optometry ........................................ . Sea Foam Green 
Accountancy, Business ... .. .................................. Drab Oratory (Speech) ............ .. ....... ................... Silver Gray 
Dentistry .................. ............................................ Lilac Pharmacy .......................... ......... .. .. ........... Olive Green 
Economics ......... ......................... ........... ............ Copper Philosophy ..................................... .. ............ Dark Blue 
Education ............. .................... .................... Light Blue Podiatry-Chiropody ....... .......................... .. Nile Green 
Engineering ................................. .......... ........... Orange Public Administration, Human 
Fine Arts ....... ............... .......... .... ..... .......... ........ Brown Service, and Criminal Justice ................. Peacock Blue 

Law ............... ..................................................... Purple Public H ealth .................. ...... .................. Salmon Pink 

Medicine ......... ..................... ........................ ...... Green Science ........... ................................ ........ Golden Yellow 

Music ....... ....... ................... .. .. .. .. ... ........ .. .. .. .. ........ Pink Social Science ... .. ... ............... ........................ .... . Cream 

Nursing ............................................................ Apricot 
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