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THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMIN ISTRATION , FACULTY, 

AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY. 

TODAY
1
S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR 

HARD WORK AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY 

NOTED AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED. MAY ALL OF YOUR DREAMS AND 

WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS FUTURE. CONGRATULATIONS! 



NovA SouTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 

2016 SHEPARD BROAD COLLEGE OF LAW 

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

DON TAFT UNIVERSITY CENTER 

DAVIE, FLORIDA 

Thursday, the Twelfth of May, Two Thousand and Sixteen 
Two O'clock in the Afternoon 



THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION 

MARSHAL 

DEGREE CANDIDATES 

MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 



ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Prelude 

*Processional 

Crown Imperial (1937) ......................................... ............................................... ............. Walton 

Convening the Commencement ... .......... ......................... .... .. ........... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores, M.D. 
Member of the Board of Trustees 

Presiding Officer. .................. ................ ...... ............................ .. ............ .. ... ... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

*Star Spangled Banner .............................................. ...................... ................................ ........... Key/Smith 

O! say can you see by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there ; 
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

Welcoming and Introductions .......... ......................................... .... .. .... .... .............. Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Opening Remarks ............................................... .. .... .............. ........... .................... George L. H anbury II 

Dean's Remarks ............ ...................... .. ..... ............... .... .... ..... ............ .... ...................... Jon M. Garon, J .D. 
Dean, Shepard Broad College of Law 

Introduction of Student Speaker ............... ........... ..... ... .............. .. ..... .......... ..................... ... Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates ..... ............... ..... ........ ...... ... ... .... ....... .. ............ ...... ......... John Taddeo 
].D. Class of '16 

Introduction of Student Speaker .. .................................. ..................................................... Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates .......... ......................... ..................... ..... .............. .......... Arlene Bran 
Master's Degree Class of '16 

Introduction of Commencement Speaker ... .. .............. ...... ................. ... ................. George L. Hanbury II 

Commencement Address ..................... .. ... .................................. ....... ... ... ............ ....... Ramon A. Abad in 
Trial Lawyer, President, The Florida Bar 
(Biographical Sketch in back of program) 

*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 
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Presentation of Candidates for Degree ... ....................................................................... .. Ralph V. Rogers 

Hooders ............................................................ Timothy Arcaro, Kathy Cerminara, Debra Moss Curtis, 
Olympia Duhart, Michael Flynn, lshaq Kundawala 

College of Law Professors 

Conferral of Degrees ............ .................................................................................. George L. Hanbury II 

Farewell ......................... ......................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II 

Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores 

*Nova Southeastern University Anthem .......... .. ............... ............ ............................................. Cavanaugh 

*Recessional 

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true; 

May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song: 

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty, 
'til our days are through. 

Love Thee, Gray and Blue! 

La Rejouissance ... .............................................................................................................. Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks 

*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 



}URIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES 

Jeremy A. Adair ................ Colorado Springs, Colorado Danielle Carlsen ... ....... .......................... Davie, Florida 

Ryan Jarrell Adams ................................ Davie, Florida Stephanie H. Carlton*** ...................... Jupiter, Florida 
Davina G. Aghasyan ..................... Boca Raton, Florida Maylin Castaneda ...... ........................... Miami, Florida 

Brian Albaum ................................. Plantation, Florida Vijay S. R. Choksi ................ West Palm Beach, Florida 

Gregory V. Alcaro ............ ..................... .Davie, Florida Jeffrey C. Chukwuma ............................. Davie, Florida 
Anabel Alvarez ..................................... Miami, Florida Jordan Russell Chusid ....................... Parkland, Florida 

Lillian Alvarez* ................... ................ Hialeah, Florida Kathryn R. Coker .................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Monique Ammons .............. Royal Palm Beach, Florida Candace Coletti .... .. ................ Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Michael M. Andrews .................... Lake Worth, Florida Derek J. Cornelius ...................... Coral Springs, Florida 
Bryan Scott Appel ................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Diana C. Correa* ................................ .. Miami, Florida 

Michael Aranda* ......................... .......... Doral, Florida Kristina A. Correa** ............... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Carlos H. Arce ....................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Mark Costello ................................... Phoenix, Arizona 

Marlee Patricia Arnold .................. Gainesville, Florida Tricia-Gaye L. Cotterell*** ........... Hollywood, Florida 

Randy B. Avalon ........................ Coral Springs , Florida Andrea Croes** ...................... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Alexander L. Avarello ........................... Davie, Florida Gregory M. Cummings* ... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

Fatima Blanche Bachemin ...... Coconut Creek, Florida Anthony D. Cutrona ................ ............. Miami, Florida 

Maria Fernanda Baker ........... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Ajay Dabas ................................. Miami Beach, Florida 

Gabriel Balandrano ..... ........................ Hialeah, Florida Daniel Patrick Daley .................. Coral Springs, Florida 

Anamary Batista ................. ................ Weston, Florida Rion A. Daley ...................................... . Miami, Florida 

Alexander Bekker .................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Gianluca Darena .................... .. .................. Rome, Italy 

Jennifer Bello ........................................ Miami, Florida Maureen DeAngles ....................... Cortland, New York 
Chandeline Belony ....................... Boca Raton, Florida Marina de Lara Munoz ............. .. ........ Barcelona, Spain 
Ashley Kristen Benitez ....... ................... Miami, Florida Tori DeLeonardo .................................. .]upicer, Florida 

Adam Benna ...................................... Deltona, Florida Kathleen Elizabeth DeLoach** .............. Davie, Florida 

Bradley K. Berg*** ........................ Boca Raton, Florida Dara Rose De Lucca* .............. .. ..... Hollywood, Florida 
Matthew Berman .... ............................ Weston, Florida Alexandra L. De Renzo Leech*** ........ Jupiter, Florida 

Marcia Bernard ..... .. ............ ....... Coral Springs, Florida Lotus-Lorien M. DeSilva .............. Lake Worth, Florida 
Derek R. Betts ................................ Hollywood, Florida Frank Diaz* .. ............................ ............ . Miami, Florida 

Beatrice Bijoux ...................................... Stuart, Florida Marc D. DiMartino ......................... Lauderhill, Florida 

Nicholas Bixler ............. .................... Racine, Wisconsin Brandon Ross Dinetz* ............................ Davie, Florida 
Anna Adele Black ............................... Stowe, Vermont Patrick Donahue** ..................... Delray Beach, Florida 

Roberto Bode ............................. Coral Gables, Florida Jessica Donner ....................... .............. Weston, Florida 

Ryan Boukzam ........................... Delray Beach, Florida Ryan M. Doughan ............... ................... Davie, Florida 
Mario Brito ............................ Walnut Creek, California Michael Downey ........................... Boca Raton, Florida 

William M. Bromley*** ......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Jessica Elizabeth Durant ............. .... Hollywood, Florida 

Carlos Marquez Bruzual.. ........ Boynton Beach, Florida Suzanne Dycus* ..................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Eunice Cabrera ............................ Miami Lakes, Florida Bryan J. Dyer. ................................ Boca Raton, Florida 

Humberto Caiaffa ................................. Miami, Florida Ahlam Hesham Elguindi .. ...... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Harold A. Caicedo ....................... West Miami, Florida Ashley N. Ellis* ..................................... Miami, Florida 

Stephany J. Candamo ......................... Weston, Florida Alyssa B. Emont ............................ Boca Ratan, Florida 

Amanda Marie Carbone** ... West Palm Beach, Florida Natalie Ender .................................... .... Miami, Florida 
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Brandon Esquenazi ................................. Davie, FlOTida Jonathan D. Karp* .............. North Palm Beach, Florida 

Samantha Michelle Evans** ............ ... Hialeah, Florida Shannon Marie Kelly .... ....... Aurora, Ontario, Canada 

Salvatore S. Fazio .. ....... ........... Pembroke Pines, Florida Michelle Kenney** .............................. Sunrise, Florida 

David S. Fenstersheib* ........ Hallandale Beach, Florida Garrett E. Kesl ....................... Pompano Beach, Florida 

Gina Marie Festa .. .......................... ........ Davie, Florida Jordan Lande ..................... .. ......... Cooper City, Florida 

Christine A. Fikry ................................ Oviedo, Florida Geoffrey R. Langbart*** ................ . Plantation, Florida 

Santino Finizio ....................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Ryan La Pointe ................................ Plantation, Florida 

Weston Adam Finn ..... .................. ... ..... Estero, Florida Brittany Lastition ........ ....... ................. Weston, Florida 

Camille Fischer .......................... Coral Springs, Florida Lisandra Ledo ....................................... Naples, Florida 

Suze Fleureme-Courtney .. ............ Lake Worth, Florida Nancy Levros .................... .. .............. Miramar, Florida 

Jennifer Louise Ford ....................... Hollywood, Florida Alejandro Ley ................................... Miramar, Florida 

Jenna Lynn Franks* ............................ Weston, Florida Alexander S. Lloret ......... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

Allison Freeman ............. Palm Beach Gardens, Florida Wal id 0. Mabrouk* ... .... ..... North Bay Village, Florida 

Dylan Fulop*** ...................................... Davie, Florida Gillian S. Maler* .............................. Tamarac, Florida 

Loris Kenisha Gayle* ................... ... Plantation, Florida Anthony Maneiro ........ .................. Cutler Bay, Florida 

Scott D. Gershkow ......................... Hollywood, Florida Thomas Alexander Maniotis* ........ Plantation, Florida 

Dwight Gibiser. ............ .. .... .. ...... .... ...... Oviedo, Florida Monica R. Margulis ............ Sunny Isles Beach, Florida 

Spencer Golden .. .............................. Tamarac, Florida April Regina Martindale ........... Coral Springs, Florida 

Greta Gonzalez ................... .. ................. Miami, Florida Peter Edward Martinek ..... .... San Francisco, California 

Nadia F. Gonzalez .................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Shantel McDonald .......................... Plantation, Florida 

Jake Mayer Goodman ................ Coral Springs, Florida Ashleigh Candice McKenzie** ....... Lauderhill, Florida 

Philip W. Graziano .......................... Plancarion, Florida Marlyse D. Mercado ................ Boynton Beach, FLOTida 

Micheline Gros-Jean ..... ............. Miami Shores, Florida Kerri L. Merrick* ......................... Macedon, New York 

David P. Grossinger ...... ........... ... Coral Gables, Florida Glenford Merrifield ..... ................... .. . Miramar, FLOTida 

Shanctel Grullon* ... .. ......................... Orlando, Florida Mallorie Dina Milord ............................ .Davie, Florida 

Raquel A. Guerin .. ...... .......... ....... .. ....... Miami, Florida Ashley Viola Mitchell ........................ ... Miami, Florida 

Lisa M. Hailey ................. ...... ..... Coral Springs, Florida Sophia Mitchell... ................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Austin M. Herde* ... ........... Southwest Ranches, Florida Garrett Joseph Monteagudo* .... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Lauren A lexandra Hernandez ..... COTal Gables, F!OTida Ilana J. Moskowicz .............. ................... .Davie, Florida 

Christina E. Hero .................................. Miami, Florida William F. Mueller** .... ........................ Miami, Florida 

Stephanie M. Herrmann** ..... Coconut Creek, Florida Daniel C. Muggeo .................. Fort Lauderdale, FlOTida 

Christopher A. Hessen .............. Palmetto Bay, Florida Tara Nicole Mulrey .............................. Sunrise, Florida 

Johnathan J. Hicks ............. .......... Hobe Sound, Florida Shezan H. Mumtaz ... .. .. .. .. ................. Miramar, Florida 

Justin R. Hodges ........... ...... ............. Plantation, Florida Cristina Luiza Muniz-Sabbagh .......... Hialeah Gardens, 

Brian Joseph Holland ......... ............. Plantation, Florida Florida 

Brit tney B. Horton ............... ......... Vero Beach, Florida Leonard L. Needham ...... .... .Lauderdale Lakes, Florida 

Farrah lbrahim ... .. ......................... Boca Raton, Florida Nathan L. Nelson ............... Royal Palm Beach, Florida 

Daniel leraci* ... ...................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida A lessandro Neroni ..................................... Rome, Italy 

Gabriela F. Jadan* ... : ......................... Tamarac, Florida Hayley Newman ......................... Coral Springs, Florida 

Ashley A. Jalileyan ....... ................. . Plantation, Florida George Norelli ....................................... Stuart, Florida 

Ashley Joseph ...................................... Weston, Florida Jennifer Noud*** ................... Deerfield Beach, Florida 

Cheryl C. Joseph .... ........... ..... ........... .... Miami, Florida Udoka Nwosu*** .......... ......................... Davie, FlOTida 

Janillah A. Joseph ................... Coconut Creek, FlOTida Mitchell Orcega .................................... Sunrise, Florida 
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Mario A. Palmieri ... ................... Pittston, Pennsylvania Andrew Shapiro ......................... Coral Gables, Florida 
Melissa C. Papa ...................... Deerfield Beach, Florida David Siegel ............................... Coral Springs, Florida 
Shantanu Patel ............ ............... Thonotosassa, Florida Andrew Simon ................... ..... .. ............ Miami, Florida 
James Martin Paul.. .................... .. ........ Sunrise, Florida Rachel Snyder ................. Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
Marvel Pauyo ................................... Plantation, Florida Marquiche Steadman ................... Lake Worth, Florida 
Michael Pellegrino ..................... Coral Springs, Florida Daniel F. Stem ................................. ...... Davie, Florid.a 
Aynee Carolina Peralta ................... .. .... Miami, Florida Darren Straker ...................................... Miami, Florida 
Leslie Perez-Perez ................................... Miami, Florida Shelby L. Summers*** ........... Emporium, Pennsylvania 
Victoria Lynn Pemiola .............. Oakland Park, Florida John Taddeo** ....................... Lighthouse Point, Florida 
Jeano Pierrot ................................ Dania Beach, Florida Daniel E. Taub ............................... Wellington, Florida 
Janelle Pimienta** ................. ............ .... Miami, Florida Mariel Tollinchi ..................................... Davie, Florida 
Darina Polyakova .. ............ .......... ... Northbrook, Illinois Jason F. Tom .......................................... .Davie, Florida 
Georgia Pons .................................... Aventura, Florida Marina Taus Clots ............................. Barcelona, Spain 
Victoria K. Priede ................... ....... Jacksonville , Florida Storm Tropea* ..................... ............ West Park, Florida 
Frederick]. Pye III .................................. Davie, Florida Erin Lee Turner ...................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Andree Quaresima ................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Lauren Turner .............. .. ........ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Khalil H. Quinan .......................... ... Aventura, Florida Monica G. Yaks ............................. Hollywood, Florid.a 
Michelle Ramos** ................... Coconut Creek, Florida Aidaelena Valdes .. ................... Coconut Creek, Florida 
Valerie Lourdes Raphael ................ Hollywood, Florida Kerry Valdez*** .................................. Weston, Florida 
Landon Ray ............................ Fort Lauderdale, Florida Maria De Los Angeles Valle ............. Miramar, Florida 
Massimo Reboa .......................................... Rome, Italy Alejandro J. Vargas ............................. Weston, Florida 
Sara Elizabeth Rivera ........................... Sunrise, Florida Michael Vega ............ .. .. .............. Coral Gables, Florida 
Nicole Rodolico*** .................... Coral Springs, Florida Anna Weatherly ............................ Hollywood, Florida 
Erika D. Rodriguez ................. Deerfield Beach, Florida Lauren E. Westover ........................ Fountain, Colorado 
Jaime Rosen ..................... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida Christopher G. White .......... ... ............... Davie, Florida 
Ashley N. Rosenbaum ........................... Davie, Florida Jamila A. Williams ................. East Amherst, New York 
N icholas Rubano .................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Racheal 0. Williams .................. Coral Springs, Florida 
Luis E. Rubio ..................................... .... Miami, Florida Sandra Williams ..... .............................. Naples, Florida 
Aylin Ruiz* ...... ........ .... .................... .. ... Miami, Florida Kurt Wilson ................................... Boca Raton, Florida 
Amber Ruocco ................................ Plantation, Florida Kyle Thomas Witkoski ....................... .... Davie, Florida 
Samantha Jacqueline Saccucci ....... Etobicoke, Canada Andrew Wolter .................... .. ..... ....... Sarasota, Florida 
Yineth Sanchez** .... ............................ Hialeah, Florida Michael Ryan Woods ............... ....... Kissimmee, Florida 
Harris Schley ............................ Richboro, Pennsylvania Saida B. Wurie .................................. Bowie, Maryland 
Jeffrey Schneider* .... .. .. ..................... Tamarac, Florida Hanna Yarmolik** ...... .. .. .. .. Hallandale Beach, Florida 
Linda M. Schultz .................................. Osteen, Florida Eric M. Yesner** ............................... Parkland, Florida 
Tyson A. Schwartz ..................... Delray Beach, Florida Andrew Zaslow ..................... .Lighthouse Point, Florida 
Kevin Michael Sellar .................. Manville, New Jersey Nikolaos P. Zervos ...... .. ......... New Port Richey, Florida 
Akash Shah** ................. .............. Jacksonville, Florida 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE CANDIDATES 

EDUCATION LAW 

Roberta Ann Abbott ............................ Ocala, Florida Melissa Amy Luke ........................... Arlington, Virginia 

Janet de la Caridad Capote ..... Miami Gardens, Florida Vicente]. Mendez-Bonilla ..... West Palm Beach, Florida 

Raquel Georgia Chin ............................. Davie, Florida Kathleen M. Ryan ..................... Groton, Massachusetts 

Allesa M. Ciambriello ........................ Orlando, Florida Adrienne Sturdivant-Miller ......... Cornwall, New York 

Johnathan Terry Elliott ................ Jacksboro, Tennessee Charlene A. Ward-Marr ......... Silver Spring, Maryland 

EMPLOYMENT LAW 

Joy D. Benjamin ................................ ..... Davie, Florida Radina Mari nova Mileva ................. Ashburn, Virginia 

Julie Therese Dobulis** .... Palm Beach Gardens , Florida Hilaree R. Pugh* ......................... Temecula, California 

Melony Ann Gray-Jones ................ Elkridge, Maryland Olga Garcia Quin ................................ Medley, Florida 

Tania Gutierrez ..................................... Miami, Florida Cheryl Denice Sargent* ..................... Davenport, Iowa 

Kari D. Kuykendall ................... ........ Moore, Oklahoma Kimberlee Simoneaux .......... .............. Orlando, Florida 

HEALTH LAW 

Natalie Baptiste ....................... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Joraida Barakat .............................. Casselberry, Florida 

Arlene Karen Bran ......................... .. .. Dacula, Georgia 

Mary Anne Buggia ................................ Stuart, Florida 

Monica Cruz ..................................... ..... Miami, Florida 

Rani Radhika Guptar .................... Hollywood, Florida 

Andre Phillip Hines ........... ........ Coral Springs , Florida 

Ayesha Temeka Kirk .... ........................ Valrico, Florida 

* 
** 

*** 

Cum Laude 

Magna Cum Laude 

Summa Cum Laude 

Cartrice Lucille Lavant .... ....... Richmond Hill , Georgia 

Courtney J. LeBlanc ............................ Hudson, Florida 

Mitzie M. Mckenzie ................. Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Lena Marie Pichardo .............................. Davie, Florida 

Audrey Portis .................................. Longwood, Florida 

Carmen N. Reyes ....... ........... Worcester, Massachusetts 

Sondra M. Runnion .............. ......... Lake Mary, Florida 

Dana Elaine Thimons .................. Alexandria, Virginia 

NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELlMINARY information provided 
by each academic program office at che time of publication. The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not determine degree or 
honors eligibility or represent an official !is ting of degree or honors recipients . The student's permanent record, on file in the Office of the 
University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern Univenity degree. 



DISTINGUISHED HONOREE 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Ramon A. Abadin, The Florida Bar president, is an active trial lawyer 

who has tried more than 30 cases to verdict. He focuses on complex 

commercial and tort matters that frequently involve significant 

insurance components. Abadin has tried cases in both state and 

federal courts in Florida, where he has represented some of the world's 

largest multinational corporations and insurance companies. He is a 

partner in the Miami office of Sedgwick LLP in its Florida Complex 

Litigation department. A native of Cuba, Abad in is also past president 

of the Cuban American Bar Association. 

Abadin's focus as The Florida Bar president is on technology, chal­

lenging the Bar's leadership and membership to recognize and embrace 

the transformation revolutionizing the legal services marketplace. During his term, he has also worked 

to improve the Florida Bar Exam and promote professionalism and diversity, particularly as these issues 

impact female attorneys. He has appointed several faculty members from NSU's Shepard Broad College 

of Law to leadership positions as part of this comprehensive effort. 

Abadin is among the less than one percent of Florida attorneys invited to be a Fellow of the American 

College of Trial Lawyers. He is a member of the Florida Chapters of the American Board of Trial 

Advocates, the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, and the International Association of 

Defense Counsel. In 2006, he joined the Bar's Board of Governors and has chaired the Legal Education 

Committee of the Vision 2016 Commission, conducting an in-depth study of the future practice of law. 

He has also served on distinguished committees that continue to shape the legal landscape in Florida. 

These include the American Bar Association's Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary, to which 

Abadin was one of only 15 members appointed to evaluate all prospective nominees to the federal 

bench in the 11th Circuit and nationally. In addition, he is a member of the Florida Supreme Court's 

Commission on Access to Civil Justice and was appointed to serve on the Court's Long Range Strategic 

Planning Workgroup. 

Abadin has received numerous awards, including the G. Kirk Haas Award from The Florida Bar, which 

is awarded annually to one attorney in the state. He has been recognized by the Haitian Lawyers 

Association with the Significant Contribution Award and received the Passing on Leadership Award 

from the Cuban American Bar Association. 

Abadin earned his J.D. from Loyola University of New Orleans School of Law in 1985 and his B.A. 

in History from Tulane University in 1981. He is admitted to appear before the U.S. District Court, 

Southern District of Florida; U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit; and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
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UNIVERSITY VISION, MISSION, AND CORE VALVES 

VISION 2020 STATEMENT 

By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 

Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, 

and the general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that 

engages all students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and 

resulting careers. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse 

array of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and 

resources with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual inquiry, 

leadership, research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and faculty 

members in a dynamic, lifelong learning environment. 

CORE VALUES 

Academic Excellence 

Student Centered 

Integrity 

Innovat ion 

Opportunity 

Scholarship/Research 

Diversity 

Community 



-

Walter Lee Banks, Sr. 

Mitchell W. Berger, J. D. 

Keith A Brown 

Rick Case 

R. Douglas Donn 

Arthur J. Falcone 

Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 

Steven J. Halmos 

Carol M. Harrison 

Melanie G. May, J.D. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chair 
Ronald G. Assaf 

Vice Chair 
Barry J. Silverman, M.D. 

President and CEO 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

Secretary 
W. Tinsley Ellis, J.D. 

Susanne Hurowitz 

Mike Jackson 

Royal F. Jonas, JD. 
Milton L. Jones, Jr. 

Barbara Trebbi Landry 

Alan B. Levan 

Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D. 

Albert]. Miniaci 

Samuel F. Morrison 

Ex OFFICIO 

Charles L. Palmer 

Martin R. Press, J .D. 

Paul M. Sallarulo 

Philip P. Smith 

]. Kenneth Tate 

Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 

Michael J. Zager 

George l. Platt, J .D. Joel B. Ronkin Tony Segreto 

TRUSTEE EMERITUS 

H . Wayne Huizenga 

9 
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS 

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Jacqueline A. Travisano, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Vice President 

and Chief Operating Officer 

Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President 

for Academic Affairs 

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Health Professions Division Chancellor 

H. Thomas Temple, M.D. 
Senior Vice President for Translational Research 

and Economic Development 

Lydia M. Acosta, M.A. 
Vice President for Information Services 

and University Librarian 

Ricardo Belmar, M.I.B.A. 
Vice President for Regional Campus Operations 

Joel S. Berman, J.D. 
Vice President for Legal Affairs 

Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services 

Jessica Brumley, B.A. 
Vice President for Facilities Management 

and Public Safety 

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A. 
Director of NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale 

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Business Services 

Kyle Fisher, B.A. 
Vice President for Public Relations and Marketing 

Communications (starting July 11, 2016) 

Kelly Gregg, B.S. 
Vice President for Clinical Operations 

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D. 
Vice President for Research 
and Technology Transfer 

Ron Midei, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Director for Internal Auditing 

Michael Mominey, M.S. 
Director of Athletics 

Jennifer O'Flannery Anderson, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Advancement 

and Community Relations 

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A. 
Vice President for Human Resources 

Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness 

Alyson Silva, M.AC., CPA 
Vice President for Finance 

and Chief Financial Officer 

Robin Supler, J.D. 
Vice President for Compliance 

and Chief Integrity Officer 

Tom West, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Information Technologies 

and Chief Information Officer 

Brad A. Williams, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of 

the College of Undergraduate Studies 

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
Chancellor 

Abraham S. Fischler, Ed.D. 
University President Emeritus 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The Shepard Broad College of Law wishes to acknowledge those individuals whose efforts contributed 

to the coordination and direction of today's exercises. 

THE COMMENCEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE 

DeAndra Clark 

Richard J. Kelch 

Rosario Ortega 
Elaine Poff, Chair 

Michele Struffolino 

SPECIAL APPRECIATION ls EXTENDED To 

David Tyree for announcing the candidates 
Mark ]. Cavanaugh, Ph.D., for coordinating, orchestrating, and directing today's commencement ensemble 

and to the members of the orchestra for their musical talents 
Brandon Hensler and Alyssa Rothman for work to promote the commencement season 

Elaine Poff for chairing the University Commencement Planning Committee and coordinating commencement 

exercises and program design 
Rose Ortega and Richard Kelch for assisting with the coordination of the commencement exercises and 

candidate invitations 
The Nationwide Interpreter Resource, Inc., for sign language interpretation of the ceremony 

The professional staff of the Shepard Broad College of Law for assisting at the ceremony 

Vor Akers and the Arena at the Don Taft University Center staff for the management of the venue 

Amanda Carras and the NSU Bookstore staff for the coordination of the regalia for the ceremonies 
Stephanie G. Brown and the Enrollment and Student Services staff for the coordination of the ceremonies 

Jim Ewing and the Office of Public Safety for the coordination of parking and event security 
Ron Ryan and the NSU Office of Publications staff for the development and production of the 

commencement program 
Seth Mangasarian and the Physical Plant staff for assisting at the ceremonies 
Gradlmages TM for the photography of the graduates 

Nova Southeastern University Anthem 

© 2006, Marx Music, All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of 

learning of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early 

students and monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly 

devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. 

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 

ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 

influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 

this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 

arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 

distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 

then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify, through distinctive markings on 

the academicians' attire, the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the 

degree had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor's, master's, or doctorate. 

Of the three pieces of academic attire-the cap, the gown, and the hood-it is the hood that offers 

the most abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the 

hood identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted 

two-color patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from 

other institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 

in which the degree has been earned. A final feature of the hood concerns its length and width and 

distinguishes further between holders of bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. The length of the 

hood for the bachelor's degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet border of two inches. 

At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving a bachelor's degree do not wear a 

hood. A master's degree holder has a hood three-and-one-half feet in length with a three-inch-wide 

border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear a hood four 

feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor's gown is 

relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 

the long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves 

are oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front 

edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor's gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and 

around the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the same 

material as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental 

in color. 

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 

States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 

Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor's and master's degrees. These denote the field 

of learning. 



The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at 

academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an outward 

sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values essential to 

the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's own tirelessness 

in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also the responsibility 

of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals of academic freedom 

have not been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the importance attached to 

the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and 

Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal to 

be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized their persistent links to the 

worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress should be seen not simply as a 

sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on all members of universities. 

HONORS 

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 

honors as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement. 

PROCESSIONAL BANNERS ( GONFALONS) 

The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of 

Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world 

as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools within 

the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various academic 

divisions of Nova Southeastern University. 

The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the upper 

half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe in the 

color of that division's principal discipline. 

Arts, Letters, Humanities ......................... .. ...... White Optometry ......................................... Sea Foam Green 
Accountancy, Business .................. .......... ........... Drab Oratory (Speech) .......... .. .. ........... ...... .. ....... Silver Gray 

Dentistry .............................. ..................... ...... ..... Lilac Pharmacy .................................................. Olive Green 
Economics ....................... .................................. Copper Philosophy ........................................ .. ......... Dark Blue 

Education ..... ......................... .... .... .... .. ......... Light Blue Podiatry-Chiropody ................................... Nile Green 

Engineering .......... .......... .......... ........ ............. ... Orange Public Administration, Human 

Fine Arts .................. ............................... .. ........ Brown Service, and Criminal Justice ...... .. .. ....... Peacock Blue 

Law .................................................................... Purple Public Health .......................................... Salmon Pink 

Medicine ....... .. .................................... .. ... .......... Green Science ......................... ................. ......... Golden Yellow 

Music ................................. .. ........ .. .. .. ................... Pink Social Science ........................ ............................ Cream 

Nursing ........................ .... ................ ........ ........ Apricot 
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MACE 

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 

more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of authority and 

today is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 

usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 

processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in 
the 15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity. 

THE NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 

University of the Health Sciences, Nova University's 

mace bore a sterling silver "nova star" symbolizing the 

university's name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 

University's "nova star" burned brightly, providing 

educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 

new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 

and fu ture through the inclusion of the original "nova 

star" representing the university's past, surrounding 

the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 

displayed in the rotunda of t he William and Norma 

Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, nova means new or innovative. Nova 

Southeastern University was created to be an 

innovative educational institution-to take the best 

of traditional education from the past and mold it to 

fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow. 
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