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THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, 

AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY. 

TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR 

HARD WORK AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY 

NOTED AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED. MAY ALL OF YOUR DREAMS AND 

WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS FUTURE. CONGRATULATIONS! 



NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 

2018 SHEPARD BROAD COLLEGE OF LAW 

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

RICK CASE ARENA AT THE 

DON TAFT UNIVERSITY CENTER 

DAVIE, FLORIDA 

Thursday, the Tenth of May, Two Thousand and Eighteen 
Two-Thirty in the Afternoon 



THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION 

MARSHAL 

DEGREE CANDIDATES 

MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 



ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Prelude 

Processional 

Crown Imperial (1937) ............ ..... ......... ........................ ... ...... ... ..... ..... ........... ..... ............. Walton 

Convening the Commencement ....... .......... ... ............... ........ ............ ..... .... .... Debra Moss Vollweiler, J.D. 
Grand Marshal 

Associate Dean and Professor of Law 

Presiding Officer ........ .... ...... ... .. ..... .... .... .... ............... ......... ... ........................ George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

*The Star Spangled Banner ..... ............ ... ....... .... .................................... .... .......... ... ..... ............... Key/Smith 

OJ say can you see by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 
OJ say does that star-spangled banner yet wave , 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

Welcome and Introductions ........... ... ..... ... ...... ........... ... ... .... ... .. ... ..... ...... ....... ..... .. Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Opening Remarks ......... ......... ........ .. ........ .. .... ... ... ... ................ .... ..... .................. .... George L. Hanbury II 

Dean's Re1narks ......... ...... ....... .. ....... ........ .... ... ...... ............ .. ... ... .. ... ... .............. ..... ... ..... Jon M. Garon, J.D. 
Dean, Shepard Broad College of Law 

Introduction of Student Speaker ... .......................... ...... ......... .... .. .... .... .. ........... .. .... ............ Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates .... .. ... ................ .... ......... ............. .. ........... .... .... ... ...... Steven Avalon 
].D. Class of '18 

Introduction of Student Speaker. ... ... .. ....... .... ............ ..... ...... ............ ......... ... ............... ....... Jon M. Garon 

Address on Behalf of the Graduates .... ........ .... ....... ... .. ...... ...... .. ...... ..... .... .... ..... ..... ... . Alles a Ciambriello 
Master's Degree Class of' 18 

Conferring of Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Laws .................. .... ................................................................................. George L. Hanbury II 

Commencement Address ............ ................. ... ................ ..... .. ......... ....... ... ........ ........... John T. Berry, J.D. 
(Biographical sketch in back of program) 

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees .. ......... ..... ............ .... ... ........ ....... ... ........... .. ........ Ralph V. Rogers 

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony. 

1 



2 

Hooders ........... ...... .. ...... ... ............. ............. ... ... ... ..... Dean Olympia Duhart, Dean Shahabudeen Khan, 
Dean Elena Marty-Nelson, Professor Leslie Cooney, 

Professor Mark Dobson, and Professor Michael Flynn 

Conferral of Degrees ........ ................ ........... ............. .... .... .... ........ ........ ..... .. ... ...... .. George L. Hanbury II 

Farewell ........... .. .... .... ....... ..... ......... .......... .. .... ......................... .. .. ........................... George L. Hanbury II 

Dismissal of the Commencement ........................... ................................ ..... ... .. .... Debra Moss Vollweiler 

*Nova Southeastern University Anthem .... ..................... ... ........ ....... .. .............................. ......... Cavanaugh 

*Recessional 

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true; 

May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song: 

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty , 
'til our days are through. 

Love Thee, Gray and Blue! 

La Rejouissance ........ ............ ......... ........... ..... .. ...... ............ .. ................................ .. ............ Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks 

*The audience should stand during this part of the ceremony. 



}URIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES 

Chanel Acharandio .. ............. .... ... .... Miramar, Florida Yesenia Calderon ............................ Plantation, Florida 

David B. Adamian .... .... ........ ... .. ....... Tamarac, Florida Kristopher P. Cameron ..... ..... .......... Plantation, Florida 

Jacqueline Aleman ....................... West Miami , Florida Arlene Campos ... ..... ......... .............. ... . Hialeah , Florida 

Jason Alman ..... .. ..... .... ......... . Fort Lauderdale, Florida Iva Cechrakova** .................... Caslav, Czech Republic 

Valeska K. Alvarado ..................... ... Las Vegas, Nevada Sheryl Kathleen Cochran Theodore ......... ... .............. . 

Joanna Janesky Andrade Lehmann ............... Caracas, West Palm Beach, Florida 

Venezuela Carlos R. Collazos ............. .......... .......... Miami, Florida 

Erica Arboleya ...... ................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Kevin Jordan Cooper ........................... . Miami , Florida 

Vivian Arenas ..... ..... ...... ......... ..... Loxahatchee, Florida Claudia Cuador** .................... ............. Miami, Florida 

Manuel Eduardo Arrieta ................... .... Jupiter, Florida Alexander S. Davis* .... ... ....... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Thais Arsolino ............ ................. Lake Worth, Florida Linette De Los Santos ........................... Miami, Florida 

Nicholas V. Ashby .................. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Olivia Dean ........ ... ......... ... ................. ..... .. Peru, Illinois 

Jeschamma Augustin ...... ..................... Sunrise, Florida Amanda Decker* ............................ Plantation, Florida 

Steven Avalon ............ ...... .. ........ Coral Springs, Florida Leah Ann Defilippo ................... ... Wellington, Florida 

Stephen Ayeni, Jr.* ............. ....... .. ........ Weston, Florida Marissa Diane Delany ................ Dania Beach, Florida 

Esther Ba bani ................................... Aventura, Florida Maria Diaz Delgado*** .................. Hollywood , Florida 

Spencer R. Babcock ........................ Plantation, Florida Paul V. Dent Ill* .................. ...... ... Jacksonville, Florida 

Marissa Georgette Ann Bailey ... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Arantxa Diaz-Caballero ......... .. ...... ... Brandon, Florida 

Michelle A Bailey .................... . Coral Springs , Florida Raymond M. D'Ottavio ......... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Gabriella Sarah Barr ...................... Wellington , Florida Gerard Duarte ................................ . Plantation, Florida 

Evelyn Batista ... ... .. ..... .. ......... ...... .. .... Miramar, Florida Brittany Ehrenman* .. ................ Coral Springs, Florida 

Melissa Anna Baum ... ....... ......... Delray Beach , Florida Lora Ashley Esau*** ......................... ... Sunrise, Florida 

William Bavier ................ .. ..... ... ..... Hollywood, Florida Deanna Ymeka Everett ......... ............. .. . Miami, Florida 

Michael Beiline ..... ..... .. .... ..... ....... ...... ... Miami, Florida Ashley Gartner Falcone ........ .Lighthouse Point, Florida 

David Benaim ............................... Boca Raton, Florida Jason Farbiarz ..... ....... ... .. .... ..... Boynton Beach, Florida 

Nathalie Benito-Revollo .. ... .... ..... ......... Miami, Florida Francesco Ferro** ............ .. Southwest Ranches, Florida 

Gerald Bertrand ............... .................. ... Miami, Florida Vanessa Fonts* ................................... ... Miami, Florida 

Michael Bohorquez ................. Pembroke Pines, Florida Craig Fowler .................................. Boca Raton, Florida 

Andrew Boloy .. ......... .. ......... ... ... North Miami , Florida Anya Victoria Francis ..................... Plantation, Florida 

Jared Bottini* ...... ....................... Delray Beach, Florida Elizabeth V. Fridman** ... ... ........ ... .... Miramar, Florida 

Erik Bower. ............. ... ....... ..... .. Pembroke Pines, Florida Krystena L. Geer ..................... Boynton Beach, Florida 

Holly Tiger Bowers ........... .... ....... ... Hollywood, Florida Paige Gird wood .............................. North Port, Florida 

Aaron Brenker .................................. Parkland, Florida Matthew Glass ............... ............... Boca Raton, Florida 

Lotoya Kesha Brown ........................ Aventura, Florida Jonathan Gomer** ........................ Boca Raton, Florida 

Michelle L. Brown ................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Ivonne Gomez Pueyrredon ............. .. Miramar, Florida 

Neilson Newton Brown ................ ..... Margate , Florida Samuel Gonzalez ....... ............... ... . Cooper City, Florida 

Althea Marcia Bryan Farr ....... Boynton Beach, Florida Stephen Guerrero. .............. Southwest Ranches , Florida 

Raymon A Bums ...................... Delray Beach, Florida Oscar Guitian .. ....... .... .. .... ....... ........... .. Miami, Florida 

Mariam ArifButt ..... .. ... ................. ........ Davie, Florida Keisha Nicole Hall* ..... ..... ...... ... Coral Springs, Florida 

Christopher Cabrera ................. : ............ Davie , Florida David Hernandez ................. ............... .. Miami, Florida 

Sergio Calderon ......... ................ Delray Beach , Florida Katherine Hernandez ....... ..... .... ... .. .... ... Miami, Florida 
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Yeslly Herrera .. ........ ........ ....... .... ... Homestead, Florida Nadine W. Mathieu ... ....... .. .. .. .......... Parkland, Florida 

Guianeya Herrera Osorio* ........... ......... Miami, Florida Joao Marcos Mendes ...... ... ....... ......... Parkland, Florida 

Richard Alan Hickman Ill .... ......... Lauderhill, Florida Alexander J. Mendez ........... ........... Wellington, Florida 

Matthew A Hodge ........ ..... St. Thomas, Virgin Islands Francesca Micocci* .................................... Rome , Italy 

Blake Hodges .......................................... Davie, Florida Cynthia Jeanne Miller ............ Coconut Creek, Florida 

Lukas Holub*** ................ ......... Praha , Czech Republic Clarisa Mondejar. .. ... ......... ......... Coral Springs, Florida 

Kristina J. Hornsby ......... ..... ................. . Miami, Florida Cristofer Montel. ....... .................... Boca Raton, Florida 

Sophia Huda ........................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Alexis Montiglio .......... ... .......... .... Boca Raton, Florida 

Jasmine B. Jackson ............ ..... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Ingrid Mora ..... ............. ....... ...... ... ..... .... Miami, Florida 

Navit 0. Jackson ............ ... ... ... ........ Plantation, Florida Mariana Muci Torres** .. .... ................... Miami, Florida 

Samantha M. Jacques ........ ... ............ .... Sunrise, Florida Alberto Mujica ...................................... Miami, Florida 

Toni A Jean* ................ ....................... Sunrise, Florida Samantha Drew Munnilal.. ................... Davie, Florida 

Elba Nicolle Jimenez, Jr . .... .. ...... ..... ...... .. Davie, Florida Karysabell J. Murgas ............... .... Coral Springs, Florida 

Nahum R. Joseph .............................. Miramar, Florida Kristin Leigh Myers** ....... ... .. .. .. ... Boca Raton, Florida 

Rachael Kamlet ......... ................. Miami Beach, Florida Mayda Z. Nahhas*** ............. .... ........... Miami, Florida 

Jaspaul Kang ..... ....... ............... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Haydee Mansoori Nakash* ................... Miami, Florida 

Umair Kashmiri ..................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Jamie Kainalu Nakoa*** ........ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Shamayim Kaskel*** ............ .. ........ Plantation, Florida Tanecia Latoya Natto ....................... Parkland, Florida 

Meera Kumarie Koodie* ................. Plantation, Florida Estefania Negrette** ....... ........ Coconut Creek, Florida 

Paul Kowalek ....... ..... ............ .. Fort Lauderdale, Florida Shlomo Nizahon ..... ............................. Sunrise, Florida 

Andres Krobath .................................. Weston, Florida Larissa Nonni ..................... ........... Boca Raton, Florida 

Susan Marie Kufdakis .................... Wellington, Florida Diana Novo ........ ................................. Hialeah, Florida 

Marina Kunina* Nizhniy Novgorod, Russian Federation Francesca Olivier** ....... .. ... ...... Oakland Park, Florida 

Dara Ann Kustler. ..... .. ................... .. Poinciana, Florida Robert Mathew Olsen ..... ..... West Palm Beach, Florida 

Larissa Ann Kyler. ..... ......... Duncansville, Pennsylvania Michael Onatsko ...... .... ..................... Dunedin, Florida 

Zeyna Lahoud .... ... .. ................... .... .. Aventura, Florida Joseph F. Pacelli*** ......... .......... Burlingame, California 

Candace Heline Lerman .... ........ Coral Springs, Florida Joseph A Padilla ........................ Coral Springs, Florida 

Sherisse Alecia Caroline Lewis** ..... Miramar, Florida Salomon Palacios Ill ....................... .... .. Miami, Florida 

Dominic K. Lindsay ............... ......... Lauderhill, Florida Nicholas Palomino* ..... ............. .... ........ Miami, Florida 

Robert T. Lindsay ......... ........ Charleston, West Virginia Bethany Jane Matilda Pandher*** ............. Edmonton, 

Francisco Javier Llanos .............. .......... Sunrise, Florida Alberta, Canada 

Maria J. Londono ............. ............ ......... Miami, Florida Melanie A Parfait ............ ... ... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Sergio S. Lozano** ............ .. ... .......... ... .. Miami, Florida 

Davide Macelloni* .... .. ....... ........ Delray Beach, Florida 

Olga Patsula** ............. ..... ...... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Ginna Paulsen ............................ Coral Springs, Florida 

Daniel Magdule ..... .................... .... Boca Raton, Florida Erik Perez ............... ... .... .......... ........ Hollywood, Florida 

Eugenio L. Mancini, Jr. ....... Hallandale Beach, Florida 

Nicholas C. Maniatis ...... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 

Omar Perez* ......... .. ....... .......... Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Vianca Picart ................................... ...... Miami, Florida 

Gabriele Marangoni ................................... Rome, Italy Richard Piepes .............. ... ............... Wellington, Florida 

Vasiliki Marchelos .. ......... ....... Pompano Beach, Florida Akenaton Rubens Pierre ......... Miami Gardens, Florida 

Anthony V. Maroun ....... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida Shirley Pimentel... ............... ..... ...... Hollywood, Florida 

Stephanie Marie Martin* .. .... . Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Danielle Massalone Behring ... ............... Davie, Florida 

Brittney Isabel Polo* .. .. ......... ..... ....... Miramar, Florida 

Brandon M. Polsky .. ... ..................... Plantation, Florida 

Jeffrey A Mathias ...................... ....... ..... Davie, Florida Roger W. Powell* ......... .......... Pompano Beach, Florida 
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Briana Lee Prieto .... ....... ........... .. .... Pulaski, Wisconsin 

Elizabeth Quesada ............ .... .... ....... .... Hialeah, Florida 

Peter Radke*** ............ ........... Pompano Beach, Florida 

Andrea Recine ........ ....... .................. ...... Davie, Florida 

David Reiner ......... ........... .......... Delray Beach, Florida 

Golbarg Riahi ....... .. ...... ............. Falls Church, Virginia 

Nidia Stephanie Rivera ........ .. ............ ... Miami, Florida 

Kent Root ..... .. ........ ...................... . Boca Raton, Florida 

Jared Rosenstein ........ ... .. .. ............... .... Weston, Florida 

Cayla Marie Ross ................ ... ....... Boca Raton, Florida 

Karim F. Saldarriaga ... .. .................. Plantation, Florida 

Yulia Giovanna Salim* ..... ...... ........ .... Weston, Florida 

Heather Saltz .......................... ............ ... Miami, Florida 

Daniel Saltzman* ................................ Chicago, Illinois 

Alejandro Sanchez Parraga** .... ..... ... Barcelona, Spain 

Harshdeep K. Sandhu .......... ..... ........ Miramar, Florida 

Yale Sanford ............................ .............. Miami, Florida 

Cristina Liliana San Lucas ......... Coral Springs, Florida 

Mariah R. Schiff* ..... ............................. Davie, Florida 

Braden R. Schlosser ... ................... Boca Raton, Florida 

Ashley Sefchok* .................... Pompano Beach, Florida 

Trevor D. Selph ............... ............ Lehigh Acres, Florida 

Carlos Serrano ................. .... ................. Miami, Florida 

Aleah Shuren* ......... ....... Belle River, Ontario, Canada 

Timothy D. Shields*** ................... Wellington, Florida 

Taylor Cheyenne Silverberg* ..... .................. .. . Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada 

Ritika Singh ....................... .............. Live Oak, Florida 

* 
** 
*** 

Cum Laude 

Magna Cum Laude 

Summa Cum Laude 

Zackary Slankard ........... .. ..... .. ........... .... Davie, Florida 

Timothy L. Smith ............. .............. Bradenton, Florida 

Jordan Kobe Snyder. ..... .......................... Davie, Florida 

Nicholas B. Spatola ...... Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey 

Morgan B. Spencer* ....................... .... Weston, Florida 

Christopher A Spoo** ...... ..... Boynton Beach, Florida 

Hunter I. Sundberg* .............. Pompano Beach, Florida 

Diana Josefina Tellez** .............. Key Biscayne, Florida 

Vanessa Terrades* ........................ ......... Miami, Florida 

Brian Thompson .................. Charlotte, North Carolina 

Gregory Thomson** ..... .......... Coconut Creek, Florida 

Darryl Torres ................... ......... .. .... Hollywood, Florida 

Antonia Uruski** ............... ......... Cooper City, Florida 

Melissa Usher ........ ................. ....... Boca Raton, Florida 

Ferney Valencia .................... West Palm Beach, Florida 

Sergio Valenzuela ....... ........................... Miami, Florida 

Luis Alberto Valle Banzer ........... ... Hallandale, Florida 

Nancy Varghese ... ............ ...... ........... Miramar, Florida 

Stephanie Viel... ............................. Hollywood, Florida 

Nicole Villamar** .. ..... .... ... ............. Plantation, Florida 

Michaela Vrazdova*** ....... ............... Trencin, Slovakia 

Jacarri M. Walker* ... .. ..... ........... Delray Beach, Florida 

Josey Walker* ... ... ............ ........... ... ......... Davie, Florida 

Matthew S. Weinstein .. ............... Westbury, New York 

Jesse L. Wright .................. ..... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Tshai Nathalie Wright .... .. ........ ... ..... Miramar, Florida 

Arianna Zabala* .................................. Naples, Florida 

Javier A Zayas-Bazan .................... ........ Miami, Florida 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE CANDIDATES 

EDUCATION LAW 

Stephanie Acosta Castro ................. ..... Miami, Florida Alyse Johnson-Chilla ......... ... ...... Telford , Pennsylvania 

Tessa M. Bradford-Ward ............ ..... .... Midway, Florida Ericka Dashon Lingo .......................... Orlando, Florida 

Steven M. Carlo .................. Hallandale Beach, Florida Jackeline Lopez ........ ........... ... Hialeah Gardens, Florida 

Stacy S. Chausse ...................... Warren, Massachusetts Jessica Lynn Loving ....... ............ Mount Pleasant, Iowa 

Allesa M. Ciambriello ........................ Orlando, Florida Courtney Desire Matherson .... ......... Haverhill, Florida 

Grashania Saint Monica Davis .......... ... Miami, Florida Jill K. McCullough .............. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Derek Demond Flake ....................... Ashburn, Virginia Kristen Elizabeth Parsons ............... Lititz, Pennsylvania 

Kwaneisha Guilford ............................... Cocoa, Florida Daydra Elise Wilks ........... Greensboro, North Carolina 

EMPLOYMENT LAW 

Amanda Kathleen Bens ............. West Olive, Michigan Andrea Faison .......... ..................... Midlothian, Virginia 

Linda G. Bound ........................ Inman, South Carolina Holly Stevens Fields .......................... Midway, Georgia 

Paul Anthony Brunelle ........................ Tampa , Florida Lee Forrest. ............................ ...... Tolland, Connecticut 

Noelle Bulley ... .............. ................. Gainesville, Florida Dina Green ............ ... ...... .. ............ Cape Coral, Florida 

Daniel James Burkitt .............. .. .. ....... .. Weston, Florida Mykisha Dianne Jones .. ......... Powder Springs, Georgia 

Stephen Joseph Cafiero ............... Belleville, New Jersey Monica Sue Miller ......................... .... Hesston, Kansas 

Meigan Canida ........... .................. Pikesville , Maryland Olga Garcia Quin .............. .............. .... Medley, Florida 

Rosali Cue ....... ... ... ....... .. .................... ... Miami , Florida Chandra Span ........ .......... ............. ....... Tampa , Florida 

Karma Lyna Deady ....... ....... ...... .... ........ .. Spring, Texas Frances Albright Toole ..... Graniteville, South Carolina 

Stephanie Lyn Duffy ........ ......... ... .... Riverview, Florida Marvia Azucena Torres ...... ... ................ Miami, Florida 

Johnna Danielle Ehlert ................ Lovettsville, Virginia Chrystal Valenti ................................. Brunswick, Ohio 

HEALTH LAW 

Khadijat Oladoyin Adebiyi ......... ..... .Laurel, Maryland Jany Getsy Nodarse .......... .. ........... ... ... Hialeah, Florida 

Vernell Bosie .... ................ .................... Houston, Texas Meredith Rae Norkus ................. Port St. Lucie, Florida 

Debora Romina Delgado .............. Port Orange, Florida Brittany Owsinclair ............................... Miami, Florida 

Ronenia A Jenkins ................... Oakland Park, Florida Brieana L. Salter ... .. ............. West Palm Beach, Florida 

John Jude Koncelik ................. Sewickley, Pennsylvania Pamela Silvis ..................... ................ Dunedin, Florida 

Pamella Rose Marshall... .................... Lilburn, Georgia Readus Cordell Smith ................... Jacksonville, Florida 

Takisha Lashon Nelson .... ....... .. .... Homestead , Florida 

LAW AND POLICY 

Lillian Anderson ............... North Lauderdale , Florida Clifton Jerome Owens ..... ... ......... .... . Riverview, Florida 

Deenell Delaney ............................. Hollywood, Florida Anna Veronica Peterson ........... ........... Tampa, Florida 

Shilah James ........... .................. : .. .Loxahatchee, Florida Cameron Michael Thomas .. ............. Niceville, Florida 

Claude L. Jones ...................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Wendy C. Turner .. .. ...................... Homestead , Florida 

Jan ice Marie ......... .. .... ..... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
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DISTINGUISHED HONOREE 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

John T. Berry, J.D., serves as director of The Florida Bar's Legal 

Division, supervising the lawyer regulation and professionalism efforts. 

Prior to returning to The Florida Bar, he served as executive director of 

the State Bar of Michigan from 2000-2006. He also has served as director 

of the Center of Professionalism at the University of Florida's Levin 

College of Law. He has held previous positions as assistant executive 

director of the State Bar of Arizona (1998-2000) and as staff counsel 

and legal division director of The Florida Bar (1983-1998). Staff counsel 

duties included supervising lawyer regulation, unauthorized practice of 

law, ethics, professionalism, and the advertising departments. He served 

for seven years as an assistant state attorney at the Florida Ninth Judicial 

Circuit Fraud Division, Orlando, Florida, handling white-collar and 

organized-crime cases. 

Trained and approved by the Florida Supreme Court as an instructor for judicial education, Berry is a 

frequent lecturer throughout the nation and the world on ethics and professionalism. In addition, Berry 

is responsible for the establishment of The Florida Bar's and the State Bar of Arizona's Professional 

Enhancement Program (ethics school) where he participated as a main lecturer. He was also a member 

of more than 15 consulting teams to other states, evaluating their ethics and professionalism efforts. 

He served as liaison for the State Bar of Arizona to the American Bar Association (ABA) Ethics 2000 

Commission and ABA Multijurisdictional Practice Commission. 

Berry was the 2001 recipient of the ABA's Michael Franck Award, the highest award bestowed nationally 

by the association for achievement in the field of lawyer ethics, professionalism, and conduct. In 2002, 

Berry was part of a two-person Justice Department team sent to Nigeria to aid the country in dealing with 

corruption within its government, corporations, and businesses. 

Graduating magna cum laude from the University of Florida in 1973, Berry earned a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Political Science. He received his J.0. from Stetson University College of Law in 1976. 
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UNIVERSITY VISION, MISSION, AND CORE VALUES 

VISION 2020 STATEMENT 

By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 

Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, 

and the general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that 

engages all students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and 

resulting careers. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse 

array of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and 

resources with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual inquiry, 

leadership, research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and faculty 

members in a dynamic, lifelong learning environment. 

CORE VALUES 

Academic Excellence 

Student Centered 

Integrity 

Innovation 

Opportunity 

Scholarship/Research 

Diversity 

Community 



Ronald G. Assaf 

Walter Lee Banks, Sr. 

Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 

Rick Case 

R. Douglas Donn 

Arthur J. Falcone 

Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 

Steven J. Halmos 

Honarable Melanie G. May, J.D. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chair 
Alan B. Levan 

Vice Chair 
Barry J. Silverman, M.D. 

President and CEO 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 

Secretary 
Samuel F. Morrison 

Carol Harrison Kalagher 

Susanne Hurowitz 

Mike Jackson 

Milton L. Jones, Jr. 

Nell Lewis McGuire, Ed.D. 

Albert J. Miniaci 

Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O. 

Charles L. Palmer 

Ex OFFICIO 

Kiran C. Patel, M.D. 

Martin R. Press, J .D. 

Paul M. Sallarulo 

J. Kenneth Tate 

Barbara Trebbi Landry 

Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 

Michael J. Zager 

George I. Platt, J.D. Joel B. Rankin Tony Segreto 
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS 

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Interim Executive Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer 

Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic 

Affairs 

Irving Rosenbaum, D.P.A., Ed.D. 
Interim Health Professions Division Chancellor 

H. Thomas Temple, M.D. 
Senior Vice President for Translational Research 

and Economic Development 

Daniel J. Alfonso, M.Fin. 
Vice President for Facilities Management and 

Public Safety 

Ricardo Belmar, M.I.B.A. 
Vice President for Regional Campus Operations 

Joel S. Berman, J.D. 
Vice President for Legal Affairs 

Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services 

Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Academic 

Affairs 

Bonnie Clearwater, M.A. 
Director and Chief Curator of NSU Art Museum 

Fort Lauderdale 

Marc Crocquet, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Business Services 

Kyle Fisher, B.A. 
Vice President for Public Relations and Marketing 

Communications 

James Hutchens, M.L.S. 
Vice President for Information Services and 

University Librarian 

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D. 
Associate Provost for Academic Quality, 

Assessment, and Accreditation 

Gary S. Margules, Sc.D. 
Vice President for Research and Technology 

Transfer 

Ronald Midei, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Director of Internal Auditing 

Michael Mominey, M.S. 
Director of Athletics 

Jennifer O'Flannery Anderson, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Advancement and Community 

Relations 

Robert Oller, D.O. 
Interim Vice President for Clinical Operations 

Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A. 
Vice President for Human Resources 

Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness 

Alyson K. Silva, M.AC., CPA 
Vice President for Finance and Chief Financial 

Officer 

Robin Supler, J.D. 
Vice President for Compliance and Chief Integrity 

Officer 

Thomas West, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Information Technologies and 

Chief Information Officer 

Brad A. Williams, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of the 

College of Undergraduate Studies 

Jeff Williams, CCM, CCE 
Manager, Grande Oaks Golf Club 

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
University Chancellor 
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of 

learning of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early 

students and monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly 

devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. 

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 

ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 

influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 

this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 

arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 

distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 

then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify, through distinctive markings on 

the academicians' attire, the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the 

degree had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor's, master's, or doctorate. 

Of the three pieces of academic attire-the cap, the gown, and the hood-it is the hood that offers 

the most abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the 

hood identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted 

two-color patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from 

other institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 

in which the degree has been earned. A final feature of the hood concerns its length and width and 

distinguishes further between holders of bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. The length of the 

hood for the bachelor's degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet border of two inches. 

At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving a bachelor's degree do not wear a 

hood. A master's degree holder has a hood three-and-one-half feet in length with a three-inch-wide 

border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear a hood four 

feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor's gown is 

relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 

the long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves 

are oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front 

edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor's gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and 

around the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the same 

material as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental 

in color. 

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 

States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 

Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor's and master's degrees. These denote the field 

of learning. 



The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at 

academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an outward 

sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values essential to 

the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's own tirelessness 

in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also the responsibility 

of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals of academic freedom 

have not been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the importance attached to 

the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and 

Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal to 

be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized their persistent links to the 

worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress should be seen not simply as a 

sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on all members of universities. 

HONORS 

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 

honors as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement. 

PROCESSIONAL BANNERS (GONFALONS) 

The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of 

Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world 

as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools within 

the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various academic 

divisions of Nova Southeastern University. 

The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the upper 

half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe in the 

color of that division's principal discipline. 

Arts, Letters, Humanities ........... ... ..... ......... .. ... White Optometry ..................... ..... ..... ... ....... Sea Foam Green 

Accountancy, Business ... .... .......... ... .... ...... ... ...... Drab Oratory (Speech) .. ................... ... ..... ........ ... Silver Gray 

Dentistry ....... ... ........ .. .......................................... Lilac Pharmacy .. .... ... .... ............ .. ....................... Olive Green 

Economics ......................... .. .... .. ........................ Copper Philosophy ....... ............................. ... ........ .... Dark Blue 
Education ... ...... ...... ... ......... ..... ... ..... .. ... ..... ... Light Blue Podiatry-Chiropody ................ .. ... .. ............ Nile Green 

Engineering .. ..... .... ......... ..... .... .. .. .... .... ... ........ .. Orange Public Administration, Human 

Fine Arts ............ ................ ........... .. ..... ..... ........ Brown Service, and Criminal Justice .. ......... ...... Peacock Blue 

Law .. .... ........... ........ ..... .. ... .. ........ : ...................... Purple Public Health .......... ...................... .. ........ Salmon Pink 

Medicine ...... ... .......... .. ............ ... .. ..... ............. .... Green Science ........................................ ........... Golden Yellow 

Music ................. .... ..... .... ......................... ............. Pink Social Science .... .. ..... .... ..... ... ............................. Cream 

Nursing ............. ... .................. .. .. ................ ...... Apricot 
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MACE 

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 

to command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 

more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of authority and 

today is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 

usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 

processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually in 

the 15th century it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity. 

THE NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 

University of the Health Sciences, Nova University's 

mace bore a sterling silver "nova star" symbolizing the 

university's name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 

University's "nova star" burned brightly, providing 

educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 

new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 

and future through the inclusion of the original "nova 

star" representing the university's past, surrounding 

the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 

displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 

Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, nova means new or innovative. Nova 

Southeastern University was created to be an 

innovative educational institution-to take the best 

of traditional education from the past and mold it to 

fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow. 

NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELIMINARY information provided 
by each academic program office at the time of publication. The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not deterrnine degree or 
honors eligibility or represent an official listing of degree or honors recipients. The student's perrnanent record, on file in the Office of 
the Universit)' Registrar , remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern University degree . 04.os2-1 sPGA 
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