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LIFE OF CONFLICT 

BY 

YOEL CAROLINE

Would a life without conflict be still?
What is still?
I think of still waters.
I think of an almost imperceptible gentle ocean breeze.
I think of Rodin’s The Thinker.
And yet.
Still waters run deep.
A gentle ocean breeze is interconnected with all of nature. 

That gentle breeze is influenced by and influences countless patterns of miraculous nature.
The Thinker sitting completely still in bronze is yet gazing down into the inferno of hell.

How many conflicting thoughts must be bouncing back and forth in his mind?
So what is still?
What is light?

Could we, as human observers appreciate light if there were no darkness?
Light is energy.



Light is not still.

Light is constantly moving. 

Moving so fast, at the speed of light.

Is darkness still?

Does complete darkness exist?

Is complete darkness observable?

What is still?

Is a rock still?

A mere century ago most would say that a rock is still.

We know now of atoms. 

We know now that a rock is not still.

I know that my mind is not still.

I think that a life without conflict would be still.



And yet, that would not be life. 

That would be something unimaginable beyond even death.

That would be the epitome of hopelessness.

Conflict is life.

Conflict is thinking.

Conflict is nature.

Conflict is communication.

Conflict is fertility.

Within conflict grows love.

Only through difference can there be unity.
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