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COMM:ENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Flore.nee Clark, Ph.D., O.T.R., F.A.0.T.A. 

Th.roughoul her distinguished career, Dr. Florence Clark has dedicated herself to her 
chosen profession by making: vital contribuLions a.Ii an occuf)lltional lhcrapy educator. 
consult.ant.. and researcher. 

As. Professor and Departmenl Chair c,f Lhe Occupational Therapy Program a.t the 
Unive.rsity or Southetn California, Dr. Clark is a noted scholar who draws from years of 
experience and knowledge to edocate future gene.rations of occupational therapists and 
occupa1ional scientists. 

Widely published in the field of occupational therapy, Dr. Clark's area of special interest 
cenh:rs around tlle developmem and dysfunction of sensoty integration in children; 
maternal role behavior; the acquisition of independent living skrns aino11g adolescents 
witl1 disabilities, and health promotion of the elderly. She is also the co-editor of 
Occupational Science tlte Evo/vlng Dis1.:ipline. and co-author of Lif/1.ttyle Retlesigu: 
lmplementi11g 1he Well Elderly .\'fudy. 

In 1998, Dr. Clark was appolmed to the Academy of Research of the American 
Occupational Therapy Association as a charter member. Over the years, she has also 
served as a special consultant to lhe U.S. Anny Surgeon General. and has been an 
Eleanor Clarke SlagJe Lecturer, the highest academic honor of the A.0.T.A . 



ACADEMIC PROCESSION AND REGALIA 

The Acade . .mic P,-oces.siona/ is a long.\·tmullng tradltlon which origiu(l[e,t/ 

in medieval universities in the eleventh and l~'i!f!JI, centuries. 

Attinui in cap, hood a,,d gown, the faeu/Jy would µrese,11 its-e.lf,Jttd Its s tudents 

l tJ the local c:omnumily for lnspec:titm. 

The gown was- Qriginally thought f(J be wt>rn Ji>r warmth. 

and IQ denote authority and privllL1;e. Today. black is the color of the gown for 

a f/ degrees, althougl, 11ariatio11s represent the dijferenc:e 

in the level of the degree. 

The medieval l,ood wa.\' wam as a protect Jan from the elemeut.s, or used as ti 

satchel to carry scroll\' and books. The modem hood wom today is fined 

wilh satin in 1/,e c.olorS of1lte lnstitfJlion con/errl11g the degree 

(Now, Southoostern University colors are blue and gray). 

In addi1lo11. 1he hood is trimmed with various colors of velvet facing, 

each color reprcsen1i11g the academic discipline i'1 which 

the degree has bee11 gramed Sime blue color /,as been designated 

lo represe1111/Je occ11pa1io11al therapy degree 

mu/ royal blue to represenJ Jhe philqsophy degree. 

The (IC(Jdemic cop. al one time W()m by freed Rpman slave.'i, 

signifies the wearer$ rig/rt lo academic freedom 

and a/(e\'L\' Jo the dignity endowed upon 1he wean>r 

as well as the responsibUily for maintai11ing the highesJ procricol 

and erhical stond(lrds. 

t 

• 



J 




	2002 Commencement - College Of Allied Health Occupational Therapy Program
	NSUWorks Citation

	tmp.1663686575.pdf.VXxvh

