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The boy's trance broke at the sound of the moon's words. He jolted so suddenly he stumbled onto the ground.
Scrabbling, he regained balance he suiged in the other direction. “Go, boy! Run into the forest as far as you

can! Don't hide. It will find you. Now hurry!” The moon pleaded, its voice nearly cracking as smoke
unintentionally escaped from its mouth. The boy clumsily rose to his feet-and precariously ran into the'dark

forest, lit only by strange twinkling flames on the tps of branches.

It lay quietly on the decaying floor, only moving to take shuddering breaths. Dirt, used needles, breken bottles
and other miscellaneous rrash littered the floor surrou nding it. Cold and wet from sweat; the malnourished
body fought determinedly for survival, but the drug mercilessly consumed it. Poison rushed through the small
body's veins and arteries. Deprived organs struggled te suppeort the small heart beat and the shallow breath.

‘Fhe boy ran through the forest blindly. Losing his balance constantly, he stumbled through at the best of his

abihty. His chest heaved with every breath. His lungs were not mature enough to handle such strain. Sweat ran |
down his face and neck. He lelr his body's struggle as he exceeded its limits. He locked back in horror as dark

wisps reached out eagedy, consuming all in'their path. Death was upen him: he fele it in his very core. This

ouldnie just be a dreany and he wasn't going to wake from it: He sent a silent prayeritolwhoever may be

listenmg. The wisps tugged at his clothing. A dark shadow wrapped around his waist and drageged him intout's

| darkness.

Overwhelmed, ene by one the vigans shut down. The liearthear came tora halt and. the railllbody grew eolc
and pale.
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