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COM~lE:NCR~fEl\'T SPEAKER 

Charles R. Christiansen, Ed.O., 0.1'.R.., F.A.O.T.A. 

Over the rourse of a distinguished ca,.eer. Charles Christiansen ltas succeeded in artaining 
the ,deal characteristics of on occupatiQnal 1herapis1 througl, hi..\' vital cot11rib11tions 
to occupatio11al therapy education. research, and clinical pracJice as wt>ll as his e:xtem·,\te 
community i.nl'olwtmenl. 

As the Deem and George .T. Bryon Distinguished Professor in 1he School of Allied Heoltlr 
S<.'lences at the Universily of Texas A1edical Branch Ol Galveston, Dr. Christiansen contmues 
ro utilize his expertise and compassion on a doily basis in the serwce of his profession, students 
and patients. 

Dr. Christiansen i.111,efounding editor oj'Jhe Occupational Therapy Journal of Research 
and a sei,ior editor and contributor to three major occupational therapy 1ex1books. /At 
scholarly wvrk in functional assessmenJ. social models of mterac.r,on and adaptation, and 
organizational developmenl and teanrwork have made him an invaluable asset to numerous 
unNersUies and dinlcs during his career, and his ,mique cc>mblnalion of scho/(1rly and dinlcal 
e.xpertise make him highly souglu after as (1 consultant tlUYJugltour the world From 1988 10 

/991, he assi.fted the governmelll of Kuwou in Jhe de"•elopment of educational programs and 
rehabi/italion services for its rmiver:,ity and health care system, and he is currently Chairman 
,f the Board of Trustees o/ 1he Moody Independent School DU•fricl. 

In 1998. Dr. Chris1ia11scn "'as awarded occupational therapy's highest academic l1011c>r, 
the Eleanor Clark Slagle Lectureship. Recogni:.ed tltroughour 1he profession for his scholarly 
and clinical acltil!\'Cmcllls, Dr. Chris/Jansen war named Occupational 17u:rapi.tt of the Year 
by the Texas Occupational Therapy Assoc;ation in /984 and i.vas recently selected to receive 
1J,e Meritorious Achievement Award o/Jhe Amencan Oa:upationol Therapy Foundation. 



ACADEMIC PROCESSION AND R£GALIA 

The Academic f>roces.'ilonal is a longstanding rrad11Jon which origino1ed in 

medieval universities in 1he elevemh and rwe!fth centuries. Attired in cap, hood 

and gown, the faculty would present itself and its students to rhe local 

commrmlry for inspeclion. 

The gown was Ol'igina/ly thought to be worn/or warmth. and to denore authority 

anti privilege. Today. black ls the color of the gown/or all degrees, all hough 

wtrfotions represent the difference In the /e,-eJ of 1he degree. 

The medieval lwod was wt>rn a.f a protection from the elemenJs, or used"-"' a 

satchel to carry scrolls and book.\·. The modern hood worn today is Uned wirh 

satm in the colors of the mstih1tton conferring she degree (NQva Southeastern 

Umvers/Jy colon; are blue and gray). In adthtion, the hood is tr;mmed with 

mrious colors of velvel facing, each color representing 1he academic dirdplme 

m whkh the degree has been gran1ed Stale blue color ha.i been des;gnaled 

10 reµre.tent 1he <X:cupalional 1htrupy degree. 

The academic cap, a1 cine lime worn by freed Roman slaves, :dgnifies 

th~ wearer's right IO academlc freedom and alle.fl,f to the digmly endowed upon 

the wearer as well as the re.vpcms,bifity for mamtaming the hlgh~·t practical 

and etlucal standards. 
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