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The Cyprus Problem and Greek Cypriot Preferences for a Solution after Their "No" to the Annan Plan 

many of the attitudinal aspects that were important for the project. Although not a 
direct quantitative analysis of public opinion, the piece does look into the problems 
of getting people from the two major ethnicities on the island to work together and 
highlights the importance of political and social attitudes in terms of bringing 
people together from the two sides of the dividing line. 

In short, the literature pertaining to Cyprus and the Cyprus Problem is 
highly limited. There is a substantial literature written about the Problem but there 
are limited perspectives. The literature is filled with assessments and commentary 
about the particular perspectives of the major ethnic groups on the island and the 
perspectives of the international stakeholders but there is little in-depth analysis of 
public opinion in the academic literature. No works have systematically tested 
propositions about the preferences for a solution using a large dataset. 

This. piece will attempt to fill in the need of the literature by rigorously 
testing hypotheses to learn about Greek Cypriot perceptions of the acceptability of 
various structural solutions to the Cyprus Problem. We seek to test the following 
five hypotheses; 

I. Refugees tend to prefer solutions that lead to unification of the island. 
2. Younger Greek Cypriots prefer solutions that stress division of the island. 
3. The higher social classes prefer solutions that stress division of the island. 
4. More educated Greek Cypriots will favor continued division of the island. 
5. Greek Cypriots who are more optimistic about interacting with Turkish 

Cypriots will tend to favor solutions that stress unification of the island. 
The literature has established that refugees are different from other citizens 

due to their life experience. This life experience has also been passed down to those 
who were born after the events of 1974. As a group, refugees have a strong 
personal stake in some form of reunification. Many of the refugees hold land 
claims and therefore are likely to receive financial rewards either by having their 
lands returned to them or by payment in kind following a political solution on the 
island. Land, as Zetter (1994) pointed out, is a major source of savings and 
investment in Cypriot society. Refugees are unlikely to receive the economic 
windfalls if the status quo is continued or if a formalized separation of the country 
is agreed upon. Therefore, we expect refugees to be more in favor of solutions that 
stress unification of the country. 

We also expect major differences in preferences based upon age. We 
expect that younger respondents will show a preference for continuation of the 
status quo or a two state solution as younger respondents have lived under the status 
quo and know no other situation and a two state solution is merely a de Jure 
acknowledgement of the status quo political division of the island. This has been 
brought up in explaining why the Annan Plan was rejected (Jakobsson-Hatay, 2004, 
p. 5) but this may also reflect upon the basis of the solution. The young have grown 
up in separation and to them it may not only seem a normal state, but also a 
preferred state. For the older respondents, we expect that they would prefer 
unification or a federal solution, as many of them grew up in an environment in 
which there was not a political division of the island and wish to have the political 
situation ante helium restored. 
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