








Personnel of Southwestern Engineering Company, a subcontractor to TRW for OTEC-1, 
threading the titanium tubing for the condensor. 

TIDAL POWER 

BAY OF FUNDY TIDAL PROJECT 
FINALLY UNDER WAY 

After many years of contemplation (see 
the June 1979 issue of OE), the harnessing 
of one of the world's greatest tidal-energy 
resources has been initially funded and is 
scheduled to begin operation in 1983 . 

The Tidal Power Corporation of Nova 
Scotia has awarded a $15 million (Canadian 
dollars) contract to Dominion Bridge-Sul­
zer I ncorporated of Montreal to build a 
hydroelectric turbine as part of a power­
demonstration project in the Bayof Fundy. 

The 23-foot-diameter turbine will gen­
erate 20,000 kilowatts of electricity at 
the mouth of the Annapolis River in west­
ern Nova Scotia. Tides in the Annapol is 
basin rise and fall about 15 feet. 

The Canadian Government will.contrib­
ute $25 million to the project. The total 
cost is estimated at between $43 million 
and $47 million. 

Full-scale harnessing of the tides in the 
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Bay of Fundy would yield about four mil­
lion kilowatts of electricity-double the 
amount of power generated by oil- and 
coal-fired power plants in the province. 
George Baker, executive vice-president of 
Tidal Power, says that New Brunswick and 
New England could receive any surplus 
electricity. 

• 
LOCKHEED OPENS OFFSHORE 

OFFICE IN HOUSTON 

Lockheed Missiles and Space Company 
has opened a branch office in Houston for 
its Offshore Systems and Services organi­
zation. The Houston office will enable 
Lockheed personnel to work closely with 
the petroleum industry and related off­
shore construction firms. In addition to its 
long-term history of OTEC work, Lock­
heed is also involved in deep-ocean mining, 
oil-spill cleanup, and submersibles, among 
other oceanographic projects. 

TAIWAN REPORTED AS 
IDEAL OTEC SITE 

A report has recently been received by 
OE from Professor T. Y. Chou of the Insti­
tute of Oceanography of the National Tai­
wan University in Taipei, Taiwan, regarding 
the ocean-thermal resources of that nation. 

The eastern coast of Taiwan-the fastest 
growing industrial nation in the world based 
on its GNP in recent years-is described as 
"most suitable" as an OTEC site in the 
report, entitled" Characteristics of the Ku­
roshio Current and Their Variations in the 
Surrounding Seas of Taiwan". Tempera­
tures of the surface reach 280 C in summer 
and 250 C in winter, with temperatures at 
depths of 800 to 900 meters ranging from 
4 0 C to 50 C. These delta-Ts are compara­
ble to those of areas currently under study 
for OTEC demonstration plants, including 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the United States 
Gulf Coast. 
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