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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
SHOULD NOT

COMPROMISE SAFETY

Religion in the public school
district is an interminable issue.
While I am a major advocate for
freedom of religion, that freedom
should not be so free when it
compromises students’ safety.

On Oct. 23 in Auburn,
Washington, an Auburn School
district official announced that
students and staff of the Sikh faith
who attend Gildo Rey Elementary
School would be allowed to wear
ceremonial knives, known as
kirpans, for religious reasons. Part of
the decision states that students who
choose to carry kirpans must keep
the dagger in its sheath at all times
and keep it under their clothing.

While it is refreshing to hear that
a district is making decisions aimed
toward religious freedom, it is also
shocking that a school district would
allow students to bring in knives,
even if it is for religious reasons.

Kirpans are considered
religious symbols of social justice
in Sikhism that stand for spirituality
and represent defending the weak
on God’s behalf. The kirpan is
one of the five k’s — a group of
symbols worn by Sikhs who have

been baptized into the religion. They
symbols include Kesh, Kara, Kanga,
Kaccha and Kirpan, which stand for
uncut hair, a steel bracelet, a wooden
comb, cotton underwear and a steel
sword, respectively.

A main aspect of Sikhism is
living honestly and working hard at
all times while keeping God in mind.
Traditionally, if Sikhs do not utilize
the five k’s at all times, they are not
reprimanded for it as long as they
still abide by the religion’s values.

With that in mind, it is hard
to believe that it would be a large
issue for Sikh elementary students
to leave the kirpan at home while
they are at school. Even though the
students carrying the kirpans may
not use them as weapons or attempt
to remove them from their sheaths,
there is no telling what other students
may do, especially when they are so
young and may not know better.

Auburn school officials have
stated that there are many students
and faculty at Gildo Rey Elementary
School who have carried kirpans
in the past without any problems;
however, many schools have faced
disastrous incidents that occurred
without any prior problems within
the school. Accidents are not

planned, and that is why most
people do not expect problems
to develop from things that can
“potentially” be dangerous to others.
Incidents occur when they are least
expected, especially when it involves
elementary-aged children who may
or may not know better.

Younger kids are known for
being curious, and many times
grabby, with stuff they don’t know
about. Children are generally taught
to respect objects that do not belong
to them and to be curious about
things that they do not understand,
but there are times when those two
lessons are crossed. Those instances
are when mistakes occur, and who is
to say that a student won’t take the
kirpan from its owner? Or that the
student carrying the kirpan won’t go
to the bathroom and show all of his
friends?

There are so many possible
outcomes when it comes to permitting
a student to carry a weapon —
whether it is for religious reasons
or not. Although religious freedom
is an incredible thing that should
always be considered, it should not
interfere with the overall safety of
a population. If Sikhism states that
followers will not be reprimanded for
not carrying a kirpan while at school,
then it is not necessary to carry one
during school hours. You never know
what children will do when they see
a kirpan or how well the owner of
the kirpan will obey the rules of the
school. The risks here outweigh the
benefits. Freedom of religion is not
an excuse for loss of safety, and it
should not be considered in that way.
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BOYS PLAY WITH LEGO WHILE GIRLS
PLAY WITH DOLLS

By: Nicole Cocuy

Let’s be real: we’ve all cooed
over pink plastic princess tea sets
at local toy stores. We’ve all smiled
at toddlers as they roll plastic fire
trucks across the floor and mimic
siren sounds. But, regardless of how
cute princess dresses and action
figures can be, gender-specific toys
only introduce children to harmful
gender stereotypes and prevent them
from reaching their full potential.

While it is no longer unheard
of to see a female engineer or
a male nurse, careers are still
overwhelmingly gendered.
Science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM)-related careers
and leadership positions continue
to be male dominated, while
women are more inclined to
pursue jobs as nurturers, service
providers and caregivers.

Gender-specific toys
perfectly mirror the unequal job
market. Young boys are handed
a box of Lego and instructed to
build skyscrapers and spaceships,
while young girls are pushed to
feed, change and soothe a crying
baby doll. Young boys are inspired
to save the world and fight crime
with superhero action figures,
while girls are pigeonholed into
outdated traditional gender roles
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Gendered toys prevent children from exploring different skills.

when they are given an Easy Bake
oven or a plastic kitchen set.
Granted, not every child
who plays with Lego will be an
engineer, not every child who
looks up to superheroes
fight crime, and not every child
who plays with baby dolls and
fake kitchen appliances will be

will

a homemaker. However, gender-
specific toys establish gender
norms as they foster an association
with particular and
gender. A boy who plays with
baby dolls or toy ovens, even if
he is exploring an early passion
for nurturing or cooking, would
be mocked by peers and pushed

activities

by parents to play sports. A girl
who is incredibly fixated with
construction tools and dump trucks
might be pressured to be more like
her tiara-clad peers, who would
prefer to pretend to be princesses.

In addition, toys like pirates
and dolls can become early role
models for children and influence
them to mirror values and mimic
behavior. Toys like Barbies and
Bratz dolls teach girls at an
early age to value conventional
beauty above everything else.
Besides the obvious unrealistic
body image issues dolls foster in
young girls, dolls preach wvanity
by teaching girls that, as long as
they’re conventionally beautiful
and dressed stylishly, they will be
successful. Even though there are
doctor Barbies, business Barbies
and other professional Barbies, the
costumes are merely costumes and
do little to influence girls to pursue
professional careers in the future.

While male-specific character
toys are certainly more active
and productive than toys geared
to young girls, they enforce
harmful constructs of masculinity.
Regardless if it’s Superman, GI
Joe or Darth Vader,

all  action
generally the

figures  are

same: they’re

muscular, they have moveable
joints and tight fists and they
usually come equipped with a
weapon. These action figures are
valued according to the character’s
strength and ability, not according
to his personality or virtues. The
toys emphasize physical strength
and violence as the most effective
way to solve conflict and achieve
goals, enforcing the idea that a
male must be strong and muscular.
It is impossible for society to
remove the strict division between
femininity and masculinity and
create gender equality in the job
market if gender-specific toys
continue to brainwash children
into following traditional, outdated
gender stereotypes. The toy market
should modernize action figures
and dolls and market characters
of all body shapes that are career
driven, virtuous and diplomatic.
Equally, they should remove the
stark division between blue and
pink and, instead, encourage boys
and girls to play with toys that are
not necessarily geared for their
gender. Until then, the toy industry
is hindering children from exploring
different hobbies, passions and
skills and holding them back from
reaching their full potential.

BREAK THE INTERNET: KIM KARDASHIAN

BACKTRACKING — LITERALLY

By: Destinee A. Hughes

Whether you’re a fan of hers
or not, Kim Kardashian always
manages to make herself the topic
of conversation. From her four
fabulous fashionable sisters, to her
growing controversial family with
Kanye West, the Kardashian is a
household name, but not in a good
way. Recently she has been making
headlines for, ironically, the
same reason she made headlines
almost eight years ago: publicly
showcasing her naked body.

While Kim K has her hand
in many businesses including,
clothing lines, makeup collections,
perfumes and even apps, what
she is most widely known for
is her voluptuous curves. The
Kardashian clan has always been a
considerably famous family thanks
to their dad Robert Kardashian,
0O.J Simpson’s lawyer, but they
got their big break when a sex tape
was released in 2007 featuring a
young Kim K and Ray J, singer
Brandy Norwood’s brother.
Though a sex tape seems like an
incredibly humiliating way to
become famous, the Kardashians
have managed to take this negative
and make it a super positive.

While  her family
succeeded in capitalizing off of
Kim’s unfortunate upcoming, she
has seemingly became the butt
of all jokes — literally. Between
her sex tape, countless dating
fiascos and failed marriages, Kim

has

Kardashian has easily branded
herself as modern day Jezebel,
so to speak. Calling her this is a
matter of opinion, but what can’t
be denied is that she has repeatedly
used her bare body as a one way
ticket to stardom.

After countless years of
trying to revamp her racy image,
Kim has paradoxically made the
choice to pose completely nude
for Paper magazine. She said
in an interview with Australia’s
2DAY FMradio that she chose
to pose nude because she feels
extremely confident about her
post-baby body and posing nude
will be a “token” for her before
she decides to take the journey
into motherhood again. Now,
don’t get me wrong, I’'m all for
women confidently showcasing
their bodies after giving birth. But
posing nude for a publication the
whole world will see, after you’ve
stated several times that you want
people to take you more seriously,
seems a bit ironic, no?

To pose any
publication is to walk the very thin
line between pornography and art,
but it has been done. Demi Moore
posed nude twice for Vanity Fair,
once using body paint covering
her entire body creating an image
of a men’s tuxedo and another
time baring her beautiful pregnant
stomach using her arms to cover
her lady parts. Cindy Crawford,
Claudia Schiffer, Tyra Banks and
many others have all tastefully

nude in

posed nude in magazines without
receiving much backlash about
their choice. But the difference
between those nude publications
and Kim’s nude publication is
intent. Publications showing a
women’s bare body focusing on
her pregnant stomach are intended
to evoke feelings of affection.
Photographs showcasing a
naked body covered
in paint are intended to show an
appreciation for art. Photographs
of a women posing completely
naked, dressed only in a cynical
smile, have no intent at all besides
popularity, hence the hashtag
#BreakThelnternet. For someone
who claims that they’ve had to
work “10 times harder” for people
to see the real her, that image is
transparent on Paper Magazine’s
cover. Kim has continually shown
us, in more ways than one, that her
only talent is getting naked.

Kardashian has once again
proved us right. Just as soon as
we were starting to warm up to the
idea that maybe her old ways have
died down, and her image of a sex
symbol has been transformed into a
loving mother and devoted wife, she
poses completely nude to remind us
exactly how she got her big break.
Kardashian may be an idol to porn
stars, but to regular average day
hardworking people like myself,
she’s just a girl who, as her husband
stated himself, became “a superstar
from a home movie.”

women’s

uni
M E !l'\-...llrl"'“r' >

10

GO AHEAD.
TAKE A BREAK.

TUNE INTO 88.5FM DAILY
FROM 6P.M. TO MIDNIGHT

24 /7 BROADCAST ON LIVE365.COM
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How much is an MBA worth?

Se | THE
NSU | VALUE
"M | OF AN

Huizenga Business School IZ)A N E I_ D | S CU SS | O N

NSU Main Campus * Wednesday, December 10t « 6 p.m.

Research shows MBASs hold their value, even during periods of recession.
Find out exactly how much an MBA is really worth. Come to the H. Wayne
Huizenga School of Business and Entrepreneurship’s MBA panel discussion
for expert opinions and insights from corporate executives, faculty
members, alumni, and current students.

Topics include:

* The right time to pursue an MBA

 The value of an MBA in economic down times

* How employers view prospects with MBASs

* The financial difference of an MBA over a lifetime

* How an MBA will change your approach to your job

 The value of earning a specialized MBA degree—like one of the
Huizenga Business School’s 11 MBA concentrations

Take advantage of this opportunity to discover the value of earning
your MBA at NSU. Go to to register.




