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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of learning 
of the western world in the church ofthe Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early students and 
monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion so 
basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. 

The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the ever­
increasing awareness ofthe decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization influenced 
leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create this 
differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of arms, 
assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the distinctive 
character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, then, simply 
identification. As such, measures were taken to signify through distinctive markings on the academicians 
attire the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the degree had been earned, 
and the level ofthe degree : bachelor's, master's, or doctorate. 

Of the three pieces of academic attire- the cap, the gown, and the hood- it is the hood that offers the 
most abundant and most readily discernable information about its owner. The inner lining of the hood 
identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted two-color 
patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from other 
institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, in which 
the degree has been earned. The list at the conclusion of this section will explain this relationship. A final 
feature of the hood concerns its length and width and distinguishes further between holders of bachelor's, 
master's, and doctoral degrees. The length of the hood for the bachelor's degree is three feet, closed at the 
bottom, and the velvet border is two inches. At Nova Southeastern University, individuals receiving 
bachelor's degrees do not wear hoods. A master's degree holder has a hood three and one-half feet in 
length with a three-inch wide border, and is slit at the bottom. Individuals receiving doctoral degrees wear 
hoods four feet in length, open at the bottom, with five-inch borders. The gown is usually black in color, 
but some American universities have adopted distinctive colors for their robes. 

The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor' s gown is 
relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 
the long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves are 
oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front edge has 
a cutaway arc. The doctor's gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and around the 
neck ofthe garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars ofthe same material as 
the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental in color. 

The mortarboard, or Oxford-type, cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United States, 
although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of doctoral degrees. Colored tassels 
are usually worn by holders of the bachelor's and master's degrees. These denote the field of learning. 
The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion at academic 
ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an outward sign of the 



universality of universities, of their responsibility to certain timeless values essential to the freedom of 
inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's own tirelessness in the pursuit of 
truth and the free exchange of knowledge. The dress also marks the responsibility ofthe new graduate to 
maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals of academic freedom have not been threatened in this 
country for more than 200 years, but the importance attached to the wearing of traditional academic dress 
was underlined in recent years by scholars from Central and Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their 
wearing of academic robes became a symbol of their refusal to be dominated completely by political forces 
and the state, and of their persistent links to the worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of 
academic dress should be seen not simply as a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that 
falls on all members of universities. 

ARTS, LETTERS, HUMANITIES .. . ...... White OPTOMETRy .................. Sea Foam Green 
ACCOUNT ANCY, BUSINESS ............ . . . Drab ORATORY (SPEECH) ............... Silver Gray 
DENTISTRY .. ......... ............... ...... .... .. . Lilac PHARMACy ........................... Olive Green 
ECONOMICS .................................. Copper PHILOSOPHy ............................ Dark Blue 
EDUCATION .................. . . ....... .. Light Blue PODIATRY-CHIROPODY ......... .. Nile Green 
ENGINEERING ................. ... ........... Orange PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, INCLUDING 

FINE ARTS ................. .... ................ Brown FOREIGN SERvICEPeacock Blue 
LAW .............................................. Purple PUBLIC HEALTH ................... Salmon Pink 
MEDICINE ....................................... Green SCIENCE ...................... . ..... Golden Yellow 
NURSING .... ......... ... . .... ................. Apricot SOCIAL SCIENCE ............................ Cream 

Honors: Green and yellow cords are worn by members of the Sigma Beta Delta 
International Honor Society for Business Management and Administration. 

Blue and gold cords are worn by members of the Pi Alpha Alpha National 
Honor Society for Public Affairs and Administration. 

Honor medallions attached to a blue and gold ribbon are also worn by Pi 
Alpha Alpha. 

MACE 

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and was also displayed as a symbol to 
command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and more 
powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of authority and today is 
frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and usher 
royal functions . The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial processions 
was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 15th century, it 
evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity. 



THE Nov A SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern University of the Health Sciences, Nova University's mace bore 
a sterling silver "nova star," symbolizing the university's name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University's "nova star" burned brightly, providing educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a new 
sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, and future through the inclusion of the original "nova star" 
representing the university's past, surrounding the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is displayed 
in the rotunda of the William and Norma Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, nova means "new" or "innovative." Nova Southeastern University was created to be an innovative 
educational institution, to take the best of traditional education from the past and mold it to fit the needs of 

students for today and tomorrow. 




